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IN passing tbrough Cherson^ ou my way to ConstaDtinople, I had tbf liappinesi 

to form an intimate acqaaintance with the Connt Snworow, and to pass some 

IBBontbs at his house. Of such an opportunity I diligently availed myself to obtain 

«i|lhentic accounts of every circumstance that was connected with his military ca- 

.reer^ and I collected them not only from the oral relation of several persons who 

were witnesses of his glorious exploits, but from his own pergonal communications. 

'As to the particular details, 1 have since compared them with, and rectified them by 

oAcial reports. But however interesting it might be to possess the most minute 

circumstances of the private life of a man whose oame fills so large a space in the 

^page of history it is my office to give no more than a general outline of it. 

The family of Suworow was originally from Sweden, and of a noble descent. The 
first of this name settled in Russia the latter end of the last century ; and, having 
engaged in the wars against the Tartars and the Poles, were rewarded by the Czars 
•f that period with lands and peasants. 

Basil Suworow, the father of the field-marshal, was the god-son of Peter I. He 
was held in high estimation for bis political knowledge, as well as extensive erv- 
llition ; and enjoyed, at his death, the twofold rank of general and senator. 

Alexander Basilowitscli Suworow, the hero of this work and of Europe, was bom - 
In the year 1730. His father had destine^ him for the robe j but his earlier incli- 
nations impelled him to the profession of a soldier, and the same spirit has con- 
,4Socted him through a lof^; and unrivalled career of glory to attain the distinguished 
rank of field-marshal ; and, after having cpnquered for his country, to conquer 
$or Europe. 

It IS -the custom in Russia for the sons of persons of distinction to be enrolled in 
the army at a very early age; sometimes within a year after birth. But the 3roung 
Suworow had attained twelve years before his name was, fortunately for his conn- 
try, inscribed on the military roll of the Russian army- He remained, however, 
'tt home for a few years, in order to complete his education, under the superintend* 
ance of a father who was so well qualified to conduct it. 

From his earliest youth he was enamoured of the sciences, and improved himself 
)h Aem. ' Cornelius Nepos was a favourite classic ; and he read with great avidily 
nnd attention the histories of those renowned captains Tnrenne and Montecncoli. 
'But Cesar and Charles XIL were the heroes whom be most admiried, and whose 
(Ktivity and courage became the favourite objects of his imitation. . History and 
philosophy had great attractions for him ^ he studied the first inRollin and Hub- 
ner, and the second in Wolf and Leibnitz. 

He is master of the principal part of the European languages. He speaks and 
'frrites both German and Fpepch as if they were bis. native tongues.* He is also 



* We shall here beg leave ^o give an example of bis manner of writinjp the French 
Jaoguag^, by presenting our readers with an original letter, written by him to Cha* 
rette, when he commanded the royalist party, in La Vendue, in 1795 : 
" Le General Suwerow d M» tifi Charette^ Generinlissime des troUjpes du roi de France^ 

d son guar tier 'general. 

** H^ros de la Vendue ! illuitre difenieur de lik foi de tes peres, et du tr6ne de tes 
irpi^^Viaut! 
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'ipHI acqaaintod with tbo«e of Italy aid Moldavia, of Poland and TnrlEey; 
€an cmnrerse in all tbe varunis dialects of the people whom be haaaabdncd. 

In 177"*) be married Barba Nanowna, Princeia Praafurowaiu, daafbtev of tka CSe> 
fKra^ Prince [wan Pi i ia o rowafci, hj whom be baa two children- now lirin^ : NataJiat^ 
<!onnteM Soworow, wbo nuurried General Connt Nioolad lUmbow ; and Arcndinn^ 
wbo is aboQt fonrteen yearv of afr, a jonth of graat prMuaeiy and a lientpnaiit inoa* 
#f the regiments of guards. 

Notwithstanding his age, bis long'aod I nbor ion s narchea, wfaich form anenaip. 
moos aggregate of iiix tbonsand German onlea (eqnal to twenty tbonaand of En|n> 
lish measure) : notwitbsraBdIng bis wonuds and militBry toiln ; S n w om w still prsk. 
serres tbe gaiety of yoafb. He is ffee fWim all c urpni e a l weakness and infimnfc^;. 

# (ircnmstance whirb mnsf be attribnted to the early habits of faia lifis, bis raiinat. 
^institution, and rigid temperance. Distinct as he is, in the more strifeing* ftatmca 
of hii character, fimm the cdmmon nee \if men ; that dIAerence is *«een to p te T sil 
even in bis ordinary transactions, in his mode of fiving, and in the distributioB of 
kis time. 

He rises about four in the mifming, both in wiiiter and summer, in town, aai fft 
Ibe country. His bed is not contrived by art to hidnlge the effiDninote voInpfiB- 
ary, it is not made of down, nor anrronnded' with silken curtains^ but is fbrmeii «f 
the simple materiaU of aature, which alFord, to the peasant fhtxgued with rabonr, 
tbe reA>eiibing sweets of sleep. A heap of Jlrcsh hay an ft rie n tly elevated,. aaiA 
scattered into considerable hresufth, is his hnmble couch. A white sheet is sprcsnii 
over it, with a cu^diion for his piHow, and bis cIoIls iar a euverlicL Ke g e ue r al t ^ 
sleeps without body linen -, and, in snauner, he paswiia his day and night in a tent 
m bis garden. 

It is not to he supposed liaf tke tatlet occupies any af his ttsM ^ but when he {n 
not o« active service, he m tieam m hfo person, and frequently wnsbeshimsrifim 
the co«r<te sf the day^ He conftnes Isn dircss to an uniform, and a kindnf done 
jacket^ called a gmttka : hut robes da ehamhve, and riding-contsy arc bnnishad 
his wardrobe, an^ h« n^er tm§tn the i ndi n i gi a n nf gW si i^ or a prliass but 

• irinl«r*s march cowpelif him to nsc tibem. 
Af^er his broifcfast, which consists t4 tea, he walks, Ibr an ha m , by way 

fise, and then sits down serie>asfy tn the a gci a l dntita af the dby> HcrraiaktfeKn 



^ Cina la Dien des armies veil|e i jamais snr toi ; qa^ gwidetoahsas a tras«rska 
halaiillaaade tea aombveaz enaemis, ^i, msin|Bcs da doigt de ce Piam vcagrar^ 
tomberont dispen^ comam le ISraille ^*aa vcat da aord a Hap y i ! 

** fit vans, imflMrtelsTcMKeas,idelcscoascrratenrs 4e r h oan e a i des l^aasaia; 
Agnes eampagaaas d*amw d'an h^oa tmid^ par hd, ralcvcsAt Tcm^dn Ssgacar^ 
«l la triaa 4es vcmB rpia I 

^ ikaela peehavf ptwmte S'-Oae sa trace s*c|bce !v-Alota ^nela paix hieattnait 
reaaisse^et qae la tige antiqae des Lys, qae la tempftc gvoit coariKt, se iclcva da 
aiiliea da voas, plv* brilhuite, ct plas majestaemsc. * 

^ Brave Charettc ! hoaacar des chevaliers Fma^ais ! L*Univers cat piria da tma 
nam ! L^Earope ifetima^, te cpntcmple^^-et moi je t^admiie at te feUcite.-.-Dwa la 
cherit, camme antrefois David, poar panir le Philiatia. Adore aca dccicta. Tak» 
atta4|ney frappe, et la victoirc snivra tes pas. 

^ Tela sont les vcsnx d*na soldat qui, blanchi anz champs de rhoaacnr, vit cam> 
stammeat la vktoire cnronacr la coofiance qu*il avoit plac^ dans le Diea dea ca^pu 
bats. Gloire i loi, car II est la soarce dc toate g1ob«. Gloite i toii-«car il te <^erit« 

Le premier d^Odobre^ 1795. 
4 ^^rfovie. 
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mid reports, disvt^i^utes the necessary orders, and continaeg, without relaxation, hit 
' pi^ofessional dtcnjiattons, till noon: He dictates such alterations as be thinks iici> 
cessary to be made in the varioas dispatches which are presented for his inspec- 
fion ; and sometimes writes them himself His style is manly and concise ; and so 
correct is he in the choice of his expressions that be is nearer known to efface theni. 
The hour of his dinner is irregular, and varies from nine to twelve; and, dorinK 
liis repast, he is frequently communicative and full of vivacity : bis table c^nerally 
consists of about twenty covers ; but he is himself a rare example of temperance, 
and observes the fasts of tlie Greek church with thte most undeviating rigour. Im- 
mediately after his dinner he passes a few hours in sleep; and supper is not a meal 
with him. 

' He knows little of the amusement* and puistimes which luxury has invented, and 
lassitude demands, to quicken the pace or relieve the burden of -time. 

His principal occupation, and, at the same time, his favourite diversion, is war 
anditsdiities. However severe he may be with the soldiers, whether in their disci* 
pline and manoeuvres, or the incredible marches (sometimes often German miles a 
day), by which be has given such eclat and effect to his campaigns, they all rcgap^ 
him with an affection which borders on idolatry ; and under his command they are 
inspired with a courage that renders them invincible : but whether they are engaged 
in the hurry of a campaign, or enjoying the repose of winter quarters, their neces- 
sary wants and appropriate comforts are the constant objects of his protecting 
attention. 

The small portion of leisure which he enjoys is devoted to reading. But as the 
military science has long been, and continues to be, the sole object of his regard, 
those authors, of every nation, who investigate, illustrate, or improve it, engross 
his literary^ attentions. He does not, however, neglect to get information of what 
is passing in the world, from the communications a0brded by the journals and ga- 
zettes of foreign countries. 

He dislikes all public entertainments; though when any particular circumstance 
leads him to them, he appears to partake, and endeavours to promote the general 
' pleasure. He will sometimes even dance and play at cards, though very rarely in- 
deed, and merely that he may not interrupt the etiquette of public manners. 

His father bequeathed him a considerable property, which the grateful bounty of 
the empress, has considerably augmented j though he constantly refused all pre- 
sents in money or land, till the interest of his children could be benefitted by such 
gratifications. He entrusts the administration of his private affairs to othcirs ; and 
' possesses none of those baubles which the rich too generally regard, as contributing 
to the enjoyment and pleasure of life : he has neither villa, nor plMe> nor equipage, 
nor liveried servants, nor pictures, nor rare collections. As a warrior he has no 
fixed habitation : he contents himself with whatever he finds, requires nothing but 
srhat absolute necessity demands, and which may be transported with ease froip one 
place to anotbei^. It is also among the singular though unimportant circumstan^ees 
of his life, that he has not made use of a looking-glass for twenty years, or, during 
*that period encumbered his person with either watch or money. 

With respect to his character, he is a man of the most incorruptible probity, im- 
movable in his purposes, and inviolable in his promises. Nor do these sturdy vir- 
tues disqualify him from possessing the most engaging manners. He is continually 
striving to moderate a violence of temper, which he has not been able to extingnish. 
An effervescent spirit of impatience continues to predominate in his character; and 
it perhaps never happened, that the execution of any of his orders has been equal 
to the rapidity of his wishes. 

He is sincerely religious, not from enthusiasm, but from principle ; and takes 
every oppor^anity of attending the offices of public devotion : nay, when c|rcum^ 
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fltaocei afford bim the opportunity, be will, on Sundays and. festiFaUy deliver ).ec» 
tores on aub|ects of piety, to tbose wbom dnty culls to an attendance upon him. 

The love of his country, and the ambition to contend in ai ms for its glory, ar« 
4he powerful and predominfkpt emotiops of his indefatigable life, and pn them, liVc 
the ancient Romans, he sacrifices etery other sentiment, and consecrate^,, without 
reserve, all the faculties of liis nature. 

His military career has been one long uniform course of success and tfiompb^ 
.]produced by bis entefprizing courage, and extraordinary presence of mind, by his 
personal intrepidity and prota^ptitude of execution, by the rapid and unparalleled 
jnovements of his armies, and by their perfect assurance of victory, in ^ghting 
under his banners. 

i Such is the privs^te life and character of Sjjiworoif; lus public a^tlpns are «|is* 
played in the succeeding pages. ^ 
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'CAMPAIGNS OF COUNT ALEXANDER 
SUWOROW-RYMNIKSKI. 




[ Entrance of Suuforow. into the Army ; and hisjtmt Campaign agai^' 
the Prassiana, tn the Seven Years War. 

COUNT Alexander Suworow-Rymiiikski began hia military c 
Ut a private soldier. In 1742, he was enrolled as a fusiteer in the guards 
of SeiLnoEiow, In 1747, he served as a corporal ; which was hood fol- 
lowed by his promotion to Serjeant, iluriiig tliin period, he was em- 
ployed as a courier in Poland and Germany, lii 1754, he quitted the 
guards niih the brevet of lieutenant of the army, In 1756, lie had the 
conduct of the provisions ; was afterwards lieutenant to the auditor-gene- 
ral, and appointed to the command of Memel, with the rank of lieute- 
Bant- colonel. 

Hetnade hii first campaign, in the seven years war against the Prii&- 
■ians, in 1759; and entered upon actual service under I'rinee Wolgonski,. 
and attended, as a senior officer on duty, on the Commander-in-Chief 
Count Fermor. He was also at the battle of Runuersdorff, and at the 
capture of Berlin, by Totileben, 

In 1761, he was ordered on service in the light troops under Gene- 
ral Berg. The corps marched to Bteslau, and served to cover tLte re- 
treat of the Russian army, iu whicb Major-General Balleubacb bad beeit 
left in the iutreiichmentii. 

On the first day of this retreat General Knoblocb, at the head of a 
considerable body of Prussian troops, marthed against the Kiissians, 
with drums beating and colours flying ; bat Suworow directed the artiU 
lery with such effect, that the very first grenades which were thrown, set 
fire to a large magazine of hay, and blew up several chests of powder. 
The cannonade continued till General Knobloch tbuugjitit necessary to 
retreat. This aflkir took place near the village of Ueichenbach, at tL 
small distance from Breslau. 

The body of light Russian troops proceeded to take post betneu two 
villages, called the great and little Wanderins, in the neighbourhood of 
Liegnitz, and about a mile and a half from the Prussian army. The de-> 
sign of the King of Prussia was to interrupt the march of the RDssiann 
towards the convent of Wallstadt; but before day-break the Russian 
troops were in motion, and Suwornw attacked, with great ardour. Hie 
Prussian advanoed posts, which, beiug forced to give way, were imme- 
diately supported, by the king's orderi>, with several thousand men. The 
Russians defended themselves with tlie most deliberate courage and re- 
gained their first position. The Prussians returi>ed several times to tlie 
attack, but without suteess ; and though the main body of the army was 
approaching to their support, the Russians established their camp at 
WalUtadt, and enclosed it with intrenchroents. 

Ijaudohn, who was in the neighbourhood, advanced with thirty squad- 
rons, ^vhen the king ordered a regiment of (he Finkeustein dragoons to 



I 



aua 



I'i THE CAMPAIGNS 



.attack a strong party of theoi : but, though the Prussians had the acU 
rantage in this engagement, and made a considerable number of pri« 
soners, they left many 6f their compauior^ behind them on the field. — » 
The hussars of Wold um and MalachoXvski greatly distinguished them- 
selves on the occasion. The Prussians encamped in the evening, ex** 
te^dins their left wing towards the Convent of Wallstadt, and intrenched 
themselves. They had formed their camp at about half a mile atmdst 
from the Russians, but the latter finding theros^ves straitened for their 
advanced post^, Suworow and Lieutenant-Colonel Tefa^lly, attacked^ 
with a running fire, the strong picquets of the Prussians, droVe them in^ 
and possesed themselves of the ground which their position required. 

On the followiug day, after several skirmishes, the corps of light Rus- 
sian troops took the Convent,, which was defended by the artillery of 
the Prussians | but they were soon dislodged, and the place strengthened 
with a considerable garrison. In a few days, that part of the Army which 
the king commanded in person returned to its first position ; but his ma- 
jesty 600D quitted it for Schweidnitz, where, contrary to his usual prac- 
tice; he intrenched himself. 

- The imperial troops were in possession of Liegiiitz ; to the left of which 
place was the Russian camp ; and ou the left of the camp was the im- 
ptnvX army, commanded by Loudohn, which, by means of a detached 
<iorps, formed a communication with Liegnitz ; so that the Prussian 
army was, in a great itieasure, inclosed at Schweidnitz. ' 

- The trbops being rather scattered 'they drew nearer to each other ; Su- 
worow was ordered to march with a Russian corps; and with sixty Cos- 
sacs of Krhsnoscht, he instantly attacked a picquet of Prussian hussars 
consisting of about one hundred men posted on a hill. The Russians 
were twice repulsed, but, on the third charge, they routed the enemy 
atnd gained the height from whence they saw the black and yellow regi- 
ments of Prussian hussars in the valley beneath them. In this position 
he remained unmolested, and receivings in about two hours, a reinforce- 
ment of two regiments of Cossacs, amouhtibg to about a thciusand men* 
ke made a movement in order to attack the enemy; but» as the day 
began to decline, the Prussian troops retired to their camp; and, dur«; 
ifig the night, the Russians took p^^ession of the ground whieh they 
bad abandoned. 

Various skirmishes took place between the hostile troops ; but the 
Russians always contrived to maintain their posts. One morning, in 
particular, Suworow with the two regiments of Popow and DuiDwerow 
made so close an attack on the .Prussian intrenchments', that he saw 
Very distinctly the tents which formed the head*- quarters pf.^he king» 
and drove back the black and yelfow hussars with considerable loss. 
*' Among' the Prussian deserters which continually came over^ one of 
them, who was a serjeant, gave Siiwbrow a very minute account of the 
magazines in Schweidnitz ; by which it appeared that the town was still 
provided with bread and forage for three months. 

Deserters were always sent to the head-quarters of Field Marshal But* 
terlin, but Suworow advised Greneral Berg to keep this serjeant with 
him, least his account of the actual state of Schweidnitz should induce. , 
the Field Marshal to change his present dispositions. General Berg, 
however, disregarded this proposal : assoonj, therefore, as it was known 
that there was such a large supply of provisions in the place, and that 
the Prussians who covered it could maintain themselves so long, the 
Russian army abandoned its position (on the 29th of August) and en* 
camped behind Liegnitz, as it was pretended, from the want of herbage* 
Laudohn was obliged also, to his great , mortification, to resume the 
position which he had already occupied. 
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tn the beginning of the summer, in the same year. Count Romanzoir 
formed the blockade of Colberg« His Prussian majesty, to relieve that 
t>lace, detached General Platen at the head of ten or twelve thousand 
men, with Orders to direct his msirch from Silesia, by Poland, and t6 
destroy, in his wily, the Russian magazines of provisions ^nd forage^ 
On his route, he fell in with the Brigadier Tschere|>ow, who commanded 
the reserve of the flying magazine; And defended himself, tvith no more 
than a thousand men, for two hours, against the Prussian detachment ; 
but was at length overpowered by numbers. The brigadier was mad6 
prittonei' with eight hundred men, and the loss of four pieces of cannon^ 
and they were all sent off for Custin« The Hussians lost two hundred 
tind the Prussians four hundred men in this engagement. 

Field-Marshal Butterlin had ordered a body of light troops to set out 
bn a false match, which was so well managed, that from the third dajr 
the Russians had it in tiieir power to overtake General Platen. This 
• corps, which was entirely cavalry, consisted of twenty squadrons of 
horse grenadiers, twelve squadrons of dragoons, thirty squadrons of hus- 
sars, nve regiments of Cossacs, and six pieces of cannon. 

General Berg, accompained by Suworow, joined the advanced guard 
"with four squadrons of cavalry, four regiments of Cossacs, and four 
pieces of cannon ; and, by this forced march, he cut off General Platen 
from the grand magazines of Posnania and other places. 

The advanced guard met the Prussians in the environs of KortiaUf 
Und the Brigadier-General Milgunow followed it with the main body» 
at the distance of about a mile. General Berg accordingly directed 
liim to join the advanced euard ; though the latter had received orders t» 
begin the attack even if the junction was not effected. 

The Russians, availing themselves of the obscurity of the night, trai« 
Versed a thick wood, in order to come upon the rear of the Prussian 
camp : but at break of day the Prussians were already formed ; their 
^rst line being composed of cavalry, and their second of infantry. The 
Russian artillery, however, small as it was, obliged them to change their 
•rder, and to bring their infantry in front. ^ The Prussians were now 
supported by thirty pieces of cannon ; but the thickness of the wood 
prevented a discovery of the small number of Russian troops; so that 
when it became broad day-light, the former instead of making an attack* 
marched across a narrow way between two pieces of water, with their 
cavtflry in the rear. General Berg pursued them with the advancedl 
guard, and made two hundred prisoners. 

Brigadier Milgunow did not join the advanced guard till the mor- 
row ; and frequent skirmishes took place during several successive days, 
with various success: they were, however, sufhcient to force General 
Platen to make a movement, in order to g«t into Pomeraiiia, by the 
feft bank of ihe river Warta. The Russians, therefore, made a stadd oii 
the right bank, and threw every possible obstacle in the way 6f the 
i^nemy to interrupt and retard their march. 

Suworow, with a hundred Cossacs of the regiment of Durowerow, 
^wam across th^ river Netze to Driesden, and, during the night, nfarched 
six miles to Landsberg, a town situate on the Warta. He beat down 
the gates with large clubs, rushed into the town, and made two detach- 
ments of hussars, consisting of about fifty men, with their officers, pri- 
eoners of war. He burned half the bridge over the Warta, and remained 
in the place till the Prussian detachment, under General Platen, arrived 
on the opposite bunk. That officer immediately ordered pontoons to be 
thrown across the river ; and, in the mean time, directed the battalion 
•f the grenadiers of Arnim to pass it in boats. 
. While these lesser enterprizes were proceeding, Lieutenant-General 
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Prince DolzorucVi was detached from the Russian army, in Silesia^ to 
C/olberg* witli a body of forces equal in number and equipment to iht 
Prussian detachment under General Platen, which had been apfkyinted 
to the relief of that place. The prince proceeded in a direct line to 
Arenswaldy and forced on his troops, by marches of a greater length 
than those of the Prussian General. 

Platen took his line of march from Landsberg to Colberg, by the way 
'of Regeuwalde : General Berg accordingly ordered Suworow to follow 
liim, with three regiments of hussars and seven r^fgiipents of Cossacs, to 
harrass his flank ; in which they effectually succeeded, by driving in hia 
Hank parties on the right, and pursuing them almost under the cannon 
of the Prussian detachment, which was posted on a height : but, though 
it was by no means inactive, it could not prevent him from taking 
two hundred prisoners, dragoons and hussars. 

Several days were passed in skirmishing, till Suworow arrived at the 
river Rega, on whose opposite bank he found the Prince DolgoruckU 
lie, therefore, returned to General Berg, at Stargard, while Platen con- 
tinued his march to Colberg. In his way, the Prussian general made an 
attack at Corlin, where Major Wetlitsch, with a few hundred men^ 
covered a small magazine. That officer made a very vigorous defence^ 
during several hours, but was at length obliged to yield to superior 
numbers. , He and the troops which survived the engagements surren- 
dered prisoners of w^r; and General Platen gave him that honourable 
reception which his bravery deserved. 

General Platen was, however, retarded by various accidents, and 
could not prevent Prince Dolgorucki from forming a i unction with 
Count Romanzow; who had actually veceived orders from Pield-tMarshal 
Butterlin to abandon the blockade and to go into winter quarters^ on 
Ikccount of the advanced state of the season; but, on being aitrength^ 
ened by such a considerable reinforcement, he determined to maintain 
his po«ition. The King of Prussia, therefore, thought it necessary to 
detach another coi>ps under the command of Generi|l Schenkendorf. 

On the 1.5th of October, the Russians extended themselves, in dif^ 
ferent detachments, from th^ environs of Stargard, along a line of fivcf 
miles front that town. Lieutenant-Colonel Tekelly was opposed to one 
of these detachments with some squadrons of hussars and Cossacs ; and 
General Berg charged Suworow with the attack; 'fekelly, therefore, 
received a reinforcement, and Colonel Medem also hastened to join hini 
with a squadron of the dragoons of Twer. 

Before break of day, the Cossact fell upon a village which was occu* 
pied by infantry, and rendered themselves masters of it. The Prussian 
detachment was in a plain beyond it. The Russians in coming out of a 
wood, along a very narrow wa}*, were much annoyed by two pieces of 
the enemy's cannon; but us soon ab they could extend themselves, Co« 
lonel Medem fell, sword in hand, on the Prussian battalion : Tekelly 
apd Suworow supported him with the li^ht troops; cut off the left fiank 
of the Prussians, which consisted chiefly of hussars, and having, after 
a vigorous resistance, driven them into a morass, made prisoners of 
^hose who escaped the sword. In this engagement Suworow and his 
horse were bemired in the marshy ground, and a dragoon displayed no 
common zeal and activity in relieving him from the perilous situation. 

Towards the conclusion of the combat. General Berg arrived with 4 
large part of his corps. The Russians now returned with their prisonera 
to atargard, and Suworow remaiued with the rear guard. But no sooner 
had they begun their march, than several parties of the enemy's troopt 
were seen advancing from the hills against them, led on by the regiment 
#f Fiukenstein, Suworow bad with him about sixty Cossacs, with 
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whom he instantly seized a squadron of hussars which immediately pre- 
ceded him. With this handful of troops he rentured tb attack the ene- 
my's dragoons on the two wings, forced them to give way, aqd took two 
field-pieces with about twenty men. But as he was surrounded by the 
enemy, there was no possibility of his escaping bu^ by cutting a passage- 
through them ; an effort which was crowned with success. He was un- 
der the necessity of leaving the cannon; but he contrived to carry ofP 
bis prisoners. Tekelly now rejoined him with some squadrons of hus- 
sars, and three regiments of Cossacs. On receiving this reinfbrcement, 
tie renewed th6 engagement, which lasted an hour. The Prussians lost 
about a thousand men in killed and prisoners, among whom was the com<v 
mandiug officer. Major Podscharli» 

The Prussians had intrenched themselves near Colberg ; and their 
number was now augmented to thirty-five thousand men ; but thoug)^ 
there was an abundance of provisions in the place, the army could not 
derive any advantage from that circumstance, as it had long been in a state 
of blockade. At the end of October, therefore. General Platen marche^ 
to Stettin, with 12,000 men, in order to re victual his army ; leaving be- 
hind him a body of troops, amounting to 8000, in Troppau, under the 
command of General Knobloch. At the same time, in order to oppose 
his passage. General Berg detached Colonel Schtfchetnew, with two 
regiments of cavalry, and some squadrons of hussars and Cossacs, which 
Count Romanzow reinforced with a very considerable detachment. 

On the junction of Prince Dolgorucki with Rqmanzow, the Kussiau 
«iuiiy that blockaded Colberg was equal in number to that of the Prus- 
sians, whose object was to relieve it. There were frequent engagements 
between, the advanced posts of the two armies; redoubts and batteries 
were alteV^^tely taken and abandoned ; but these partial contests did 
not bring bli^any decisive action. 

The Russiai^ light troops advanced from the environs of the village of 
jStargort agaiusjt General Platen, and the hostile parties u[)proached each 
other on the Tiear side of the river Rega. General Berg entrusted the 
command to Colonel Schtfchetnew, and went himself, ou horseback, ^ 
corted by two squadrous of hussars, and as many regiments ,of Cossacs, 
to reconnoitre the Prussians. As he advanced from a wood, by a nar- 
row way, he found the Prussians ready to receive him. It wa^ their lieft 
yving which presented itself in this unexpected manner: he, however, 
turned its flank at full speed, without being incommoded by their fielrf- 
pieces ; but the dragoons pursued him sword in hand. There was, 
about a quarter of a mile before him, a tract of marshy ground, several 
hundred paces in breadth, an obstacle which the Russians surmounted 
with great difficulty. The Prussian dragoons and hussars were close at 
their heels« bat no sooner had they passed the morass in their pursuit, 
than the Russians wheeled about, drove them back into the midst of it, 
and took a considerable number of them. 

The main body of the Russians was still at some distance. To the 
left of the village, and about 3 or 400 paces from it, there was an opep 
road^ which the regiment of Finkenstein dragoons crossed, and halted on 
the banks of the river. The Russian and Prussian armies were now sci- 
parated only by a small hill, and a very narrow hollow way. When 
the first Prussisin squadron presented itself, Suworow, with two hundred 
hussar:}, turned them by the hollow way, and attacked them' sword in 
Jiand. Fie was received with, a discharge of their carbines, and the 
action was warmly contested ; but the squadron was at length driven 
pff the field. The platoon firing of some Prussian battalions, who were 
pi^ tb^ other side of tljie riyer, was without effect. 
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In the mean time, the maiq body of the Russians advanced : but as 
night approached the two armies separated, and the Prussians returned 
to their camp. 

After a succession of skirmishes, in which the superior strength of the 
eniemy predominated, Suworow applied to General Fermor, whose head-* 
quarters were in the neighbourhood of Arenswald, for a reinforcement, 
which was accordingly promised him. As he was on his return to Ge-r 
neral Berg, he was overtaken by a vidlent storm, accompanied with 
heavy rain. He had only two Cossacs with him, and having lost his 
way, in a thick wood, on the next day came suddenly upon the Prus-^» 
sian camp, which was within three miles of Goliiau. Though nothing 
pould he niore unexpected by him than such an accident, he availed 
himself of it to make observations, which on a future occasion were 
highly useful to him. He, however, quickly retraced his way to his 
-own corps, which was not more than half a mil^e from the Prussian army. 

He had not changed his clothes when the Russians proceeded to at*- 
tack the eiiemy. — In the mean time. Prince Wolgonsky approached 
with two regiments of cuirassiers, dnd Lieuteivant-General Count Paniq 
ivas detached with three batallions, by General Fermor, who himself 
followed with a considerable escort. 

Towards noon, the advanced guard of General Platen, commanded 
by Colonel de la Motte Courbiere, moved forward to attack the Rus- 
sians on a large plain, without wood, and which, from the inundation, 
occasioned by the late storm, bad the appearance of a morass. This 
advanced gaard consisted of two battalions and about ten squadrons of 
hussars and Bosnian cavalry. — The Russian hussars which led the 
march were immediately defeated by the Prussians, and, among many 
others, Lieutenant-Colonel Fukur was made prisoner by Kipski, thi^ 
!]Bosnian commandant. Six squadrons of horse grenadiers followed the 
Lnssars. — Suworow overtook them, and placed himself at their head^ 
They had been harrassed in their march by the musquetry of the ene^ 
iny, but had not sustained any considerable loss. At this time, Cour^r 
biere had formed his battalions in a square, and the horse grenadiers, ihr 
stantly forming themselves in hues, attacked it with irresistible im- 
petuosity. The fire of the Prussians was weak ftpd ineifectual, from 
the humid state of their pieces. They were at length surrounded, and 
the whole square threw down their arms, Suworow immediately set 
«bnut rallying his * hussars ; and, having got them to<^ether, and 
strengthened them with a party of Cossacs, he iell suddenly upon the 
!^russian cavalry, who were advancing towards them, and made many 
prisoners; among whom was Kipski, the Bosnian commandant. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fukur accord'mgly recovered his liberty. 

General Platen, who was not yet in motion, was a quarter of a mile 
behind his advanced guard . A body of foraging dragoons were in his 
front 5 but Suworow fell upon, and took the greater part of them. 

The detachment of Courbiere, lyhich consisted, including the foragers, 
of near two thousand men, had two hundred killed, and the rest were 
4nade prisoners ; among whom were forty superior and field officers. 
The few who escaped were indebted for their preservation to the swift- 
ness of their horses. Oa the side of the Russians, the hussars suffered 
the most ; but the horse grenadiers lost no more than fifty men. 

The troops that the Count Fermor had detached were yet at a certain 
distance ; while Generals Berg and Wolgopski remained in a village 
with their forces. Platen now wheeled about, and marched through the 
woods to Golnau : but he only passed through the place, where he left a 
small number of infantry, and fonned his qampon tlie other side of it. ' 
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fiefore dayrbreak the Rass'ians were in motion, and halted on this 
^de the town ; the gate was immediately cannonaded, but it was so 
strongly barricadoed as to resist the attack. In consequence of this 
fkiinre, Panin, at a very early hoar of the morning, dispatched his gre- 
nadiers under the condlict of Suworow, and two battalions of fusileers. 

That officer broqglit his troops at once to the gate, through which, 
and from the wails, the Prussians kept up a constant fire, by which 
a captain and some officers were killed. Suworow himself lost hi^ 
horse, and was some time on foot, while his people were exerting them^ 
selves to force the larger gate : but at this moment Lieutenant Taubrin 
disengpig<^, with his own hand, a bayonet that fastened the smaller gate 
on the inside ; by which means a passage was opened for the grehar 
diers, who rushed into the streets, fell upon the garrison, made a great 
part of it prisooefs, and pursued the rest to the bridge on the other «ide 
pf' the town, and ^n sight of the Prussian camp. — ^Suworow was hurry- 
ing onwards, when some of his troops, who were behind, called upon hini 
to turn hack,-^and at that moment he found himself alone with Tau- 
brin. It was in this position he received a contusion on his breast from 
the rebQund of a muskel-ball, discharged from the other side of the' 
wall ; but it did not prove mortal.— He immediately went into a house to 
bathe his wound with brandy, till the superiojf dd of 9 surgeon could 
be procured. 

The Count Panjn had also entered the town with his battalion, 8<^ 
that the Russians w^re in complete possessioa of it ; but as it had n^ver 
heen their intention to maintain it in the face of Platen's army, they 
very soon abandoned it. 

The Russians now returned, in different bodies, to their respectiVj? 
stations : but Platen proceeded by Damm to Stettin. Berg also 
iTiarched with the light troops to Treptow, where Knobloch was blockf- 
aded with the three thousand men he commanded of the Prussian body 
of reserve. At his approach, Knobloch surrendered himself prisoner to 
Count Roman^ow. in consequence of that event. Berg returned to 
"Stargard, where he generally fixed his head*-quarters. 

Colonel Medem being obliged, from his bad state of health, to sub^ 
mit to a suspension of his military service, Suworow took upon hio^'th^ 
command of the dragoons of Twer. 

The Prussians renewed their efforts on theside of Colberg, against the 
Russians, with strong-detachments of observation. Geneial Berg, there- 
fore, immediately began his march with the left column of his forces, and 
charged Suworow with the conduct of the right, which consisted of three 
tegiments of hussars, two i*egiments of Cossacs, and the regiinent of 
dragoons of Twer. 

He now advanced against Naugarten, wliere two battalions were posted, 
with Pomenski*s regiment «f dragoons. Suworow made his attack id 
two lines, with intervals, and broke through the dragoons: he then, 
charg^ the battalion of Prince Ferdinand, killed a considerable num- 
ber, and took upwards of a hundred prisoners ; the greater part of which 
belonged to the prince's own company. In this attack, he very narrowly 
escaped, for the horse he rode was twice wounded by musquet^shot* 
The Prussians, however, kept up such a fire from the houses, th«l the 
Russians were compelled to retreat, and formed upon k hill to the right. 
They left many of their comrades behind them ; but, the death of the 
brave Major Erdmann was a subject of universal regret. 

•General Platen at length appeared with a considerable convoy of pro- 
visions, which he was conducting from Stettin to Colberg. He marched 
wkh the main body of the army ; s6 that, though they never quitted him, 
the Russians found it imposiible to make an attdck with any prospecf ' 
^ i^ucc^ss. C 
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Su worow had sent thirtj dragoons with an officer on a foraging party, at 
a small distance from Regenwald, who were intercepted by a regiment 
of Prussian dragoons. He considered them as lost ; but, on tbe next day^ 
the brave officer and his party returned. He had lost only six men, and 
in revenge had brought several prisoners with him. 

It was now the end of Novem*ber ; the season extremely cold, and the 
roads strewed with frozen Prussians. Forced marches had destroyed their 
clothes, and they were hut wretchedly protected against the inclemency 
of ihe weather.. On the contrary, the Russians were warmly clad, and 
lost but few of iheir people. 

Platen now approached Colberg ; the Russians followed his example, 
apd Suworuw took p'>st, with the dragoons of Twer and two other regi« 
ments of horse grenadiers, in the left wing of Count Romanzow's army* 

On the first of December Platen took his portion on a hill. The 
Russian cavalry had dismounted in consequence of the cold ; when the 
Prussian artillery began to play upon tbe flank of the Russians, which 
compelled the horse grenadiers to retire to a greater* distance ; though 
thev still remained near tbe dragoons of Twer, who bad npt quitted 
their situation. 

The Russians were protected in front by a deep hollow, formed by Da« 
ture, which was now filled with snow. It was, therefore, impossible for 
the enemy to attack them ; at the same time, they were equally pre- 
vented from attacking the enemy. On the other side of the ditch, there 
was a Prussian redoubt, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Stakelberg, 
and defended by three companies of grenadiers. The R ussians assaulted 
this redoubt with ^reat spirit, and were for some time repulsed with equal 
brth'ery ; but, at length, the commandant was defeated and taken priso^ 
ner, with a part of his troops and two pieces of cannon. 

Platen now endeavoured to introduce his provision*waggons into CoU 
berg, by three different passages, but such a constant fire was employed 
against him from the Russian mtrenchments, that he found it impossible 
to effect his design. In the evening of the day, when he made this un^ 
successful attempt, he. retired with all his troops to Treptau, and lost a 
great number of them from the severity of the frost. The two battalions 
of Schnkendorf, which formed a part of the advanced posts, alone sudm 
tained a loss of six hundred men. 

Lieutenant-Colonel de Heyde, who commanded in the town of CoU 
berg, not having sufficient provisions for the supply pf his garrisoif, was 
under the necessity of refusing Prince Eugenej)f Wurtemberg the quot^ 
he demanded ; who accordingly left the place and formed a junction 
with Platen, There were now no Prussians before Colberg ; and Prince 
Eugene having quitted Platen, the latter was left alone to conduct the 
remains of his army, which had melted down from thirty^five to teu 
thousand men. \yith them, however, he bravely maintained his winter<« 
quarters in Saxony, 

The Russian light troops skirted the Prussians on their march, and » 
few slight skirmishes took place in the course of it. When General Platen 
removed to Stargard, Suworow attacked his rear guard with the dragoons 
of Twer, but he obtained no advantage, as his cavalry floundered in ^ 
morass which was not sufficiently frozen to bear them, and where the 
enemy's infantry could maintain their ground,--^He escaped, however^ 
without any considerable loss. v 

The same pight,, General Berg threw some grenades into Stargard^ 
fit the moment when General Platen had formed the design to abandon itt 

On the l6th of December Colonel de Heyde surrendered to Count 
Romanzow, and thus this campaign was brought to a termination. The 
lixXex remained in Pom^n^ni^ wHb the light rroops, and. the Coant FeE<« 
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mor^ with the rest of the army, fixed hts winter quarters ou the banks, 
of the Vistula. • 

On the 10th of March, 17^, the Prinde Molgonski and the Duke 
of Berem, governor of Stettin, agreed to an armistice, that was followed' 
by a treaty of peace between Russia and Prussia, which was signed 
on the 5th of May in thevame year. 

In the course of the same month, General Berg, accomi3anied by 
several of his offcers, paid a visit to the Duke of Bevern, and was received 
with splendid hospitality. A superb entertainment was provided on the 
occasion, and the evening was enlivened with the dance.. Qn the foU* 
lowing morning, the Duke accompanied his visitors on horse-back 
through every part of the fortress and its out-works. He paid particular 
attention to Suworow, and permitted him to copy a plam of the cam-* 
paign which was then meditated against Denmark. All the Russian, 
officers remained at Stettin till the next day, when they took their leave; 
highly pleased lind flattered by the very polite and hospitable reception 
of the Duke of Bevern. 

Colonel Medem returned to his regiment of Twer, when Suworow r^-" 
ceived the command of the regiment of dragoons of Archangelgorod, 
Although he was attached to the infantry service, Count Romanzow 
presented him, at the general promotion, as colonel of cavalry, from his 
Superior knowledge in that department of the army; but there werecer-» 
tain obstacles which caused that line of promotion to be abandoned. 
Soon after, the Count Panin, ivho commanded in Pomerania, sent him 
to Petersburg with an account of the return of the troops. On this oc-» 
casion, he gave him a special letter of recommendation to the empress, 
who presented him a colonel's commission, written with her own hand. 



CHAP. IL 

Suu>otowis advanced to the rank of Brigadier ••^■^Campaign against the 

Confederates in Poland, 

IN the month of August, 1762, Suworow was appointed colonel of 
the regiment of infantry of Astrachao, which, waar in garrison at Peters-» 
burg; and when the ceremonial of her coronation called the.empress to 
Moscow, she ordered him to remain at Petersburg, where she charged 
him with the execution of some very important commissions. After her 
"feturn, his regiment was sent to distant service, and was replaced by 
the infantry regiment of Suedal, consisting of more than a thousand 
nen, of which Ife received the command in 17^3. Suworow employed 
himself very much in forwarding the new manceuvreH, which were in-* ' 
troduced into the Russian service at that period ; and the empress ex- 
pressed great satisfaction when she first saw them practised at a review, 
which «she honoured with her presence, in the beginning of the autumn. 
The officers were admitted to kiss her hand, and every private soldier re-< 
ceived a rouble for his particular gratification. 

In the autumn of the following year Colonel Suworow went with 
bit regiment into garrison at Ladoga^ 

In 1765, a camp of^ exercise, consisting of thirty thousand men, was 
formed on a large plain before Ksarcoselo. The empress commanded, in 
person, the division of St. Petersburg ; and the Couut Panin commanded 
that of Finland. Suworow was there, among the light troops, with th« 
first battalion of his regiment ; the second battalion, commanded by 
Lieutenant<»Colonel Ballabin, being appointed to do duty at the heaci* 
quarters ofh#r imperial majesty ^ The camp continued during six days^ 
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vfhen the divisions separated, and Suworow's regiment returned t»' 
Ladoga. . ... 

In 1766, Colonel Suworow was advanced to the rank of brigadier ; and, 
is the war was juit commenced against the confederates of Poland^ihe 
was ordered to repair, with all speed, to the frontiers of that kingdom, in 
the course of November, and in the mo^t uq fa vowrable season of -jthj^ 
year. In order to habituate his regiment to the fatigues, of war, he pro- 
ceeded from Ladoga to Nowogorod.. tie passed rarioiis .bridges, crossed, 
rivers and morasses, whose passage was rendered more diflicult by slight 
frosts, and traversed a thousand versts,^ or five hundred English miles, iu, 
the course of a month, dn this extraordinary ^nd fatiguing inarcii, he. 
tosi only a fev(r men in the environs of Smolenskq. . 

l*he body of troops which marched into Ppland-^dnsisted of four 
Regiments of infahtry, two regiments of cuirassiev^i iind.two brigadiers^ 
under the command in chief of Lieut^naht-G^uei'al Nummer. SjHhi. 
vorow commanded a brigade* During the winter, | he was coptinualfy 
engaged in improving his reginlentin their manoeuvres, a^jd (labituating^. 
them to every action that fvould . be required, and every circumstance 
tliat might happen, in a state of afctiial service. 

In the following summer of 17^99 these, tioops w^re stationed on th» 
frontiers of Poland. General Nummer toojk jhis rpute to Orsa, and Bri-^. 
gadier Suworow had preceded him, spine days,, with the advanced 

fuard. It w^s composed of a squadron of cuirassiers, a squadron of 
ragobn^, and his own regiment oC Susdal. He had distributed the 
whole into, four battalion^ ;- 6ne of grenadiers, another of tirailleurs, 
and two of fusileers. They renoained for some weeks in an intrenched 
^camp, before Orsa, and then proceeded on their march to Mii>ski, the- 
advanced guard being conducted by Suworow. On nis arrival in that 
Country, he extinguished, on their first appearance, the disturbances 
that threatened it. He did not, however, remain there for any length of 
time, but was dispatched in great haste to Warsaw with his regiment, 
and two squadrons of dragoons: and, to facilitate the march, he dii^ 
iHbuted his corps into Iwb colutnns. All his infantry was conveyed od 
farmers' waggons, with bayonets fixed, that they might be prepared for 
Sny sudden attack. One half of the drdgoons, ih ordet to save their 
berses, went alternately in the waggons, and the other half led thehorser 
f>f their comrades. Thus they travelled, and in twelve daf'sarrived in 
the suburbs of Praga, on the other side of Warsaw, 

In his march, Suworow crossed Lithuania, where he appeased the dis*; 
contents of the people. The Hulan regiments of Peiiak and Korsizki 
being encamped in* the environ8ij)f Brzescia, he surprized them during 
the night, by levelling a canuon,^hich had been escorted by a company 
of infantry, against the door of the principal officers' quarters. The rest^ 
6f the troops remained as a body of reserve, and the business was com* 
pleted without eflusion of blood« The two chiefs, with their officers and 
squadrons) gave a written isngagement never more to take up arm& against 
the Russians^ and immediately abandoned the confederacy; 

General Weimarn being appointed to the principal command in 
Poland, he ordered Brigadier Suworow to attend him secretly in. the 
nighty and informed him that very great uneasinesses prevailed through-* 
4jut the city of Warsaw,, which were occasioned by the march of the rebel 
Marshal Kotelupow«ki, who was advancing tcith eight thousand men, a* 
^ell by laud as on the Vii^tula.-^Suworow immediately collected a coniia 
|)Any of grenadiers, a squadron ofdragoons,' fifty light troops, and.somcf. 
Cossacs, with one piece of artillery, and proceeded up the left bank of the! 
Vistula; and when he had advanced about a mile, he crossed the riveri' 
mt a place where it ivas not of any great depths to meet KotekipQwaki f : 
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%rhom he completely routed, and made several prisoners. From the^ 
latter he endeavoured to discover the real number of the confederates, at 
Well as the detachments of their troops, the places where ihej were 
stationed, and the names of their chiefs. 

In the course of a few weeks it was knownV that the two Marshall 
Pnlawski, as well as others of equal rank, were in Lithuania with teii 
thousand confederates^ Suworow, accordingly, put himself in motion 
with a detachment, composed of one company of grenadiers, two com« 
panies of fusileers, a light battalion of tirailleurs^ a squadron of dra-« 
goons, fifty Cossacs^ and two pieces of cannon^ By forced marches he 
arrived at Brzescia^ where he. received a confirmation of the preceding 
intelligence. 

The confederates were closely followed by Colonel Roenne, with twor 
thousand men, and by Lieutenant-^Colon^l Drc^iz^ with fifteen hun- 
dred. Under these circumstances^ Suworow did not make any stay at) 
Brzescia; he only entered it to station a part of his troops there, in 
order to maintain the post, and was not prevented by the night from 
proceeding with the remainder. In the morning they fell in with ti 
patrole of fifty carabineeirs, which Col6tf)el R€>enDe had sent out on a re- 
conixoitring party, under the command of Count Castelli, captain of 
Cavalry^ and they took this patrole along with him. 
^ AbQut noon, and after a march of three mile!«, this small detachment 
discovered the confederates ; they consisted of cavalry alone, and wertt 
stationed in the depth of a wood. Suworow, accordingly, proceeded 
by two defiles, till he came to a morass, with a bridge that was eovered 
t^y a battery of the enemy, containing twa cannons ; which was* all the 
artillery the confederates possessed. The column of infantry passed tbef 
bridge with great rapidity ; and sustained some loss from the' fire which< 
was directed at it ; when, having* the wood in their rear, they found 
themselves, in a moment, in the front of the enemy's lines, which pre- 
sented themselves in a semi-circular form on an open plain* - This sp6t 
Was the centre of the confederate army, so that the Russians were, in a 
great measure, surrounded* Suworow, at the head of fifty dragoons,' 
instantly rushed upon the battery, but,, not being supported by his 
people, was in a situation of great danger ; while the contederates, in- 
•lead of employing their cannon in defebding it, had: drawn them behind 
tneir lines, as it appeared, with a view to preserve them, and they suc^p^ 
eeeded. They, however, instantly attacked the Russian infantry in 
4Pront, with the greater part of their squadron ; the former, however, de« 
fended themselves with distinguished bravery, and being very expert in 
the use of the fire-]ock5 dealt destruction around them: at length, after 
a severe contest, the confederates were forced to give way. They re» 
turned, however, four times to the charge, with ft^esh squadrons, and 
^ere as often compelled to fly from the galling power of the Russian 
iBusquetry* The Count Castelli, with the carabineers, pursued them in 
their successive retreats, and put a great number to the sword. He waa 
ulso attacked, in his turn, by the elder Pulawski, the senior marshal o£ 
the confederates, who received a pistol-shot in the encounter, of which h# 
died on the following day. 

The Cossacs were scattered in small parties on the rear of the Russian 
troop^s which could not be attacked, as it was completely protected by 
th^ wood ; and the confederates did not attempt to dismount, and con-* 
tiuue the engagenient on foot. Nevertheless, the major on duty fre« 
quently exclaimed, that they were cut off: for which ill-founded alarm 
suworow ordered him to be put under immediate arrest. 

The night was n6w approaching ; and the confederates had former) 
their lines in front of the village of Orzechobu ; whiji), by dischargm^ 
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grenades from a howitzer, w^ 900Q set on fire; and, the infantrj 
teizing the moiueot of alarm to attack the enemy with Bayonets fixed^ 
they fled, in great disorder, through the flames of the village. Suworow 
ordered his small body of cavalry to follow them. In the pursuit, they 
met Pinski's regiment of dragoons, which consisted of only one hundred 
men, who instantly dismounted, in order to continue the engagement 
with advantage from behind the hedges; bnt the greater part of them 
were either cut iif pieces, or made prisoners of war. The confederatet 
made some attempts to renew the engagement, but Suworow having or« 
dered a constant fire to be kept up in the wood, whose echoes might 
deceive them as to the number of his troops, they soon wheeled about^ 
and left him master of the field. They lost on this occasion^ about a 
thousand men, among whom were several oflicers, with a hundred pri« 
soners, who were immediately sent ofl* to Warsaw^ This body of con** 
federates did not amount to more than half the number which had been 
originally reported* 

Suworow now took his route to Lublin, and ordered the troops, which 
he had left ^t Brzescia, to follow him. 

Lublin is a central point of Poland and Lithuania. This circum« 
stance determined the brigadier to fix on this town as a proper place for 
establishing his cantonment, though it was not capable of being de« 
ftnded. It possessed a long extent of walls, which were in a very ruinous 
state, and an old castle, that had often been besieged and ta^en, by 
Peter the First, CliarW the Twelfth, and the Kings Augustus anQ< 
Stanislaus ; nor had since received any reparation. * Suworow seized 
upon the small towns in tb& vicinity of Lubjin, several of which were de« 
fended bv fortifications* After some time he established communis 
cations with Cracow, and Sandomir, a place of some strength* He oc-*' 
casionally placed a garrison in Opatow, which is also on the other side of 
the Vistula ; but he made Lublin the dep6t of his artillery, stores, and 
magazines; and from thence sent out his parties, as circumstancee 
might require* He was continually passing the Vistula, to Pulava, to' 
Urschentowa, to Zawitschvost, as well as to Sandomir ; and maintainiki 
this position during the time of his abode in Poland, which occupied a* 
space of near three years* 

His corps was soon reinforced by that part of his regiment of Susdal 
which he had left at Praga, ss well as by two companies of the grena-*' ^ 
diers of Narva, and an equal number of the regiment of carabineers of 
Petersburg, and of the third regiment of cuirassiers; but he had not 
more than a hundred Cossacs. 

The Russian army to Poland required the establishment of font' 
major-generals, and Suworow was accordingly advanced to that rank, 
on thejiirst of January, 1770* 

We shall pass over the many slight engagements which took place in'' 
the course of this year, and only dwell upon such as were distinguished 
by circumstances which ^mand a particiilarMescription. In the mohtb' 
of April, Maior-General Suworow passed the Vistula at Zawitschvostt' 
in search of Colonel Noschinski, of Sandomir. He took with him, on~ 
this occasion, two companies of fusileers, two squadrons of carabineers,'' 
fifty Cossacs, and two field-pieces ; and the colonel being at Clementow, 
be directed bis march towards that place. As this detachment was pas^ 
siag a village in the night, the report of a carbine, which was acci«* 
dentally discharged, brought out some peasants from their cottages,' 
who were immediately employed as guides by the Russian troops, and; 
discovered to them that they were close upon the confederates, whoii^' 
they imagined to be at a considerable distance. 
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Tliey accordingly fell in with the cneiny ,at dav-break, who were al- 
ready on horseback to receive them. The^ consisted of about a thou- 
sand men, had taken their position on a plain by the side of a wood, and 
their squadrons were formed in small squares* Suworow advanced 
against them with carrabine^rs, who, notwithstanding his orders to the 
contrary, discharged their pieces, and immediately halted : the con- 
federate troops, however, received the fire with a steady composure. He 
then ordered the infantry to advance with all possible speed, and, after a 
diM:harge of musquetry, they rushed on with their bayonets. But the 
enemy, for some time, kept up a very smart 'fire with six field pieces^ 
aud then retreated : and though they continued to defend themselves^ 
the cavalry pursued them with great slaughter. During the engage- 
ment, the Major-General ordered a party to take possession of Clemen- 
tpw ; and the confederates dispersed themselves in the wood. They lost 
all their artillery, with near three huudred men; while the Russians did 
not lose more than a sixth part of that number.' 

In the middle of summer^ when Colonel Moschinski had received a re« 
iliforcement, Suworow gained a second victory over him at Opatow, 
killed a huudred of his men, and made as many prisoners^ the greater 
part of which had been wounded in the engagement. 
' In the course of the autumn, MajorXjeneral Suworow attempted an, 
operation on the Vistula, but, from the rapidity of the current, he missed^ 
the pontoon, in leaping from the bank, and, falling into the river, was in, 
great danger of being drowned. After many fruitless attempts to save, 
him, a grenadier at length seized a lock of his hair, and drew him to 
the bank ; but in getting out of the water, he struck his breast against 
a. pontoon, which caused a violent contusion that threatened his life; and 
from which he did not recover for several months. 

. Towards the end of the year, the empress graciously sent him the or- 
der of Saint Anne. 

In the month of March, 1771 » Suworow left Lublin with four com-, 
panips of intantry, three squadrons of carabineers* about a hundred Cos- 
sacs, and 8orne field-pieces, and passed the Vistula, near Sandomir. la 
his march to Cracow, he was successful in several small engagemients, 
and at length attacked Landskron, a town about four miles distant from, 
tl^at city. Here he experienced a very vigorous resistance ; and though 
he s6on made himself master of the place, he found it impracticable to 
take the castle. The Russians sufilered greatly bqtb in killed and wounded, 
from the musquetry of the confederates. The general himself appears 
to have been in great danger, as his hat and coat were pierced with bul- 
lets. On his retiring to repose himself in a neighbouring village, he was. 
attacked by the confederate General Schutz. Th^ contest was but of 
short duration, and after some loss on both sides, Schutz thought it pru- 
dent to retreat. 

While General Suworow was absent from Lublin, a considerable nnm^ 
ber of the confederates had assembled in that canton where Colonel Sta* 
k^lberg then commanded. He, therefore, returned thither by forced mar- 
ches, and, in his way, took the small town of Casimir. The cavalry 
entered first, and itnmediately routed the greater part of the confede- 
rates who occupied it ; while many of them fied and hid themselves. On. 
tbfe. arrival of the infantry, an immediate search was made after them; 
wxd the general having ordered thena, for that purpose, to distribute 
tliems^lves in all the streets ; it so happened, that he v/^a left entirely* 
uifijfiit^ At this (poment perceiving in a large, barn, a party of cavalry 
who had fled, he addressed them iq a friendly manner, promised theni a 
pardon, and ordered them to come fortb.^ The commanding officer im- 
|a[)bedifl^ly quitted th^ bnilding, and hu people followed him ou footj lead* 
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ing their horses, but unfortunately some Cossacsarriving at the spot, one uf 
theip discharged a pistol at the Poles, who immediatdly fired at the offender, 
but without bianifesting the least intention to hurt Suworow, and retired 
into thp barh, whefe they enclosed themselves. The general ordered 
it to be instantly invested, and threatened to burn it, if they did not sur-r 
reader themselves. Alarmed at the menace, they immediately submitted* 
It was'the first and finest squadron of Marsha) Saba, consisting of fifty, 
inen. In this unexpected attack, a hundred Poles were killed, and 
three hundred taken prisoners. 

It was not easy to decide whether it would have been a prudent mea<P 
sure, at this time, to attack Marshal Pulawski, with whom Saba, with 
a considerable body of troops, had just formed a junction! especially ar 
the Ri|S|»iati8 were so charged with prisoners; Suworow had learned the 
art of applying his measures to the circumstances around him : he ac- 
<?tirdingly ordered the infiintry to advance to the attack. They were uo 
more than five miles i'roxn Krasnik, which was actually besieged by the 
confederates, and ^as gal Ian ty defended by three companies of the Susdal 
regiment. However, on the arrival of Buworow, the confederates dis^ 
p'ersed themselves in the woods, and he did not think it necessary to at^ 
tempt an eagagement with them. 

Suworow had not been long returned to Lublin, when he was informed 
by General Weimar, that the confederates were taking positions round 
Cracow, and that they contrived to ciit off his convoys of provisions, 
though he had a strong Russian garrison in the place. 

Accordingly, in the middle of May, the .general put himself in mo- 
tion, with four companies of grenadiers, a battalion of fusileers, eight 
field-pieces and mortars, five squadrons of carabineers, and eighty Cofr- 
sacs. He halted' upon the left bank of t|ie Vistula, but made no attempt 
to pass it. In this position it seldom happened that a day passed without; 
being engaged with parties pf confederates, which were sometimes very 
numerous. On approaching the river Duneyetz, Suworow found the 
confederates in considerable force. Accordingly, be thought it necessary 
to form a battery, f6r the purpose of commanding a passage ; but as the 
river was deep, and the Russians were not furnisned with pontoons, the 
grenadiers who first attempted to pass it, found themselves up to their 
necks in water: Colonel Tschepelow, however, discovered a ford at a 
very small distance, and he conducted the cavalry over it, under the pro- 
tection of the battery. He immediately attacked the advanced posts, the 
infantry followed him, and the confederate** sustained a very heavy loss^ 
Some squadrons of the enemy's dragoons had posted themselves on the 
mines of Belitscha, and at first made some resistance, bpt whep the in*f 
fantry arrived, they retired to the neighbourhood of Gracow. 

Towards noon General Suworow proceeded to that city, where Colo* 
nel Drewiz commanded a regiment of Tschugujowski, a regiment of 
Don Cossacs, four companies of infantry, and as many of carabineers. 
As night approached, this body of troops marched to Tynez, a fortified 
town at the distance of a mile from Cracow. Drewiz was ordered to 
push forward, when he fell in with a numerous body of confederate 
cavalry, who were enjoying the sweets of sleep, nor did he disturb 
them ; but by the time the general arrived, they were all mounted, and 
at the moment of their departure. He immediately ordered the two 
first companies of grenadiers to make an assault upon a redoubt, de^ 
fended by a hundred men, and two pieces of cannon. They soon got 
possession of it with small loss, and put almost all the garrison to the 
iword ; but could only bring off one piece of artillery. 

Here Suworow remained, and did not make an assault upon Tynes, 
^bich was too well fortified to justify such a prpceeding. Qn the fo|« * 
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lowing day, he marched on Landskron, and drew up his troops on the 
• heights before the town, in order of battle, when a very smart skirmish 
immediately followed. The confederates, to the number of four thou- 
•and, had their left wing supported by Landskron, and their right ex-* 
tended to the left of the Russians. In their frqht were a hundred and 
fifty chasseurs, commanded by a French officer, and at the distance of 
a quarter of a mile there was some very rough ground* Suworow or- 
dered the Cossacs of Tschugujewski to charge the chasseurs, and Colo« 
•nel Tschepetow, with a squadron of carabineers, to support them. The 
Cossacs immediately flew to th^ attack^ and a considerable part of the 
chasseurs were left dead on the field. The action was on the point of 
becoming general, when the confederates began to give way : their right 
wing was the first to retreat, and the Russian cavalry pursued them for 
upwards of a mile, towards Biala, en the frontiers of Silesia. Five hun- 
dred men lost their lives on this occasion, among whom were the Mar- 
shal Orzescha of Lithuania, and the Prince Sapieha, of Great Poland. 
,The Russians made two hundred prisoners, and Marshal Lossozki, of 
Warsaw, and Miamzinski, were of the number. The Frepch'Brigadrier- 
General Dumourier, (since become so notorious, from his conduct in 
.the early campaigns of the present war ) was at the head of tlie confede- 
rates on this occasion ; but soon quitted them, and returned to France. 

After this engagement, General Suworow retained the Don Cossacs 
of Drewiz in. his service, and set off on his return to Lublin. As he 
approached the little river Son, he passed near a wood, from whence he 
received a very brisk fire ; but continued his route without returning it. 
Soon after he met a part of the Warsaw confederates, consisting of five 
hundred dragoons and hussars. They charged the Russian cavalry with 
great bravery, but were received sword in hand, and, after a vigorous re- 
sistance, with some loss on both sides, were finally repulsed. 

During this time, Pulawski, with two thousand men, had rendered 
himself master of Zamoscie ; from whence Suworow resolved to dislodge 
him. The Polish Marshal, however, did not wait for his arrival, but 
came out of the town to give him battle ii but his troops were scarcely 
formed, when the Russian cavalry and Cossacs fell unexpectedly upon 
them, and, after some resistance, put them to the route ; with the loss 
of two hundred killed, and as many prisoners, among whom were eight 
officers. The general now returned to Lublin. 

At this period, the empress conferred on Major-General Suworow the 
Order of baint George, of the third class, as a testimony of the satisfac- 
tion she had received from his services. 

The outermost post on the left wing of the garrison was at Sokal, on 
the river Bug, and consisted of some fusileers, with two corporals, and 
half a squadron of dragoons, under the command of a lieutenant named 
Wedeniapin. Some time before, Suworow had presented him with a 
piece of artillery that had been taken from the Poles ; and he instantly 
thought himself a great commander. He accordingly opened his cnm- 
paigii without orders, and marched by Lemberg to the small town of Tor- 
morlofif, where he com manded*-his dinner; but before he could com- 
plete the important service of eating it, he was surprised by some inhos* 
pitable confederates, led on by Colonel Noviski ; and instead of attack- 
ing his soup,, he was obliged to defend himself/ Though some of the 
dragoons cut their way through the enemy, the greater part of his infan- 
try were made mince-meat, and the rest, to the number of fifteen, surren* 
dered as prisoners, and their gallant commander along with them. 

About a month afterwards, Noviski, with a superb detachment of 
cavalry, consisting of a thousand, men, marqhed to Krasnik, which was 
At no great distance from the place where Su^^orow theu^was. At that 
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time, the latter liad sent several parties into Litliuania and Poland, as be 
frequently "did, to [irevent the confederates from reinforcing themselves ; 
80 tlifit he had bat a very small force with him. 

• On receiving intelligence of Noviski^s approach, Suworew irnme* 
diately detached two companies of infantry, with two field-pieces, a 
8<{iiadron of carabineers, and some Cost»c8, under the command of a 
field-officer. It wa» his wish to have entrusted this busincbVto Berg- 
hotz, a captain of cavalry, and the only partisan who was then with him^ 
but he was not to be found at the moment when he was wanted. The 
field-officer, therefore, marched against Noviski, but not thinking him- 
self sufficiently strong, he turned- aside, and did not choose to risk an en-^ 
gagement. 

Noviski proceeded towards Krasnostow, where there was a squadron 
of cuirassiers, with a company of fusHeers, and some Cossacs. Suworo^r 
detached some squadrons of cavalry to harrass him on hiti route, and 
then went himself, with six Cossacs, and some officers, to join the field- 
officer who has been already mentioned ; aijd, as soon as it was night, he' 

• sent Betnschow, with a Cossac, to make enquiries in a neighbouring 
chateau. Noviski was actually there with a part of his people ; but the 
master of the place saved Bestuschow, by letting him through a garden- 
gate, without being perceived ; and the latter hastened to a part of the 
wood which had been appointed, in order to make his report. 

About midnight, the general entered Krasnostow, where he found 
trhe troops which he had already dispatched there ; and, having got to- 
gether all his people who had been cantoned in that place, ii^ith a twelve- 
pounder, he instantly departed. 

Noviski had rK)w posted himself in a wood, about four miles to the 
right of Krasnostow; and, about noon, the Russians came up witk 
him; when Suworow, passing the bridge of a mill, at the head of 
his dragoons, began the attack. The: confederates defended them- 
lieives with great bravery ; but after a vigorous resistance, were dispersed 
and pursued. 

The Russian general returned by Krasnostow to Lublin, and Noviski 
went back to Biala» A party of the confederates fell m with Kitriow, 
a Russian officer of the dragoons, who, having been wounded in the late 
action, was now returning on a waggon ; but the Poles sufTered him and 
his small escort to pass on without mterruption. 

In the beginning of the month of August, the famous Kosakowski,. 
one of the confederates who had taken refuge in Hungary, arrived in 
Lithuania, and, by his extraovdinary talents and exertions, threw the 
duchy into a fiame. He had collected a large body of recruits, and had 
isxcited the regular troops to revolt and join the confederation. 

Tlje Count Orginski, grand marshal of Lithuania, eame from War«^ 
saw, in order to take the command. At the same .time Kosakowski pub- 
lished manifestos, admiitibly calculated to influence the people to whom 
they were addressed ; and, though he conferred the title of marshal on 
ethers, according to his good pleasure, he appeared to consider himself 
in these papers as nothine more than a common citizen of Lithuania. 
He clothed the troops, which he had j.ust raised, in a black uniform. 

The Colonels Turing and Drewiz were detached against this new con-- 
federation in Lithuania, with upwards of two thousand men, and a suf- 
ficient artillery equipment. A Russian corps had also arrived, under 
. the command of General Kaschkin, which was appointed to cover the 
frontiers of Lithuania. The Petersbiirrg legion was also cantoned, by 
^battalions, in that duchy. One of them, however, commanded by 
Colonel Abutchef, was surprised by the army of Lithuania ; and, after a 
very brave defence, was obliged to surrender. This battalion consistai 
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«)f 6ve hundred men, with iifteen officers, and two pieces of canfM>n. 
The Count Oginskl received the officers at hitf own table, permittecl 
them to retain their swords, and indulged them to be on their parole* ' 

The loss of this battalion soon reached General Suworow, at Lul^iii; 
and lie immediately beg^an his march with two companies of grenadiers^ao 
equal number of fusileers, a squadron of carabineers, and fifty Cossaca^ 
With this small body of troops, and with only tiVo Licornes, he proceeded 
hy Kozk to Biafa, in Lithuania* He there reinforced^ himself with th9 
legion of Petersburg, commanded by Colonel Gaerner, one squadron of 
cuirassiers, and another of dragoons, with two grenadier aqd fasileer conir 
panies, and fifty Cossacs;'the whole of which did not ex^eeed a thou«- 
fiaad men. With this f9rce he immediately proceeded to penetrate inta 
the heart of Lithuania. 

Towards the close of the third day, he received accounts that the con* 
federates were not more than four miles from him, in a very advan-^ 
tageous post before Stalowiz. He well knew that he could depend upoo 
his troops, who were enured to war, with all the fatigue and dangers at*> 
tendant upon it.* In the evening, therefore, they began their march, 
witl^out beat of drum, and the infantry formed the advanced guard* (t 
was a woody country through which they were to pass ; the sky was 
covered with clouds, the night uncommonly dark, and during ^ great 
part of it, they had no other guide but a light, which glimnoered from 
the turret of a convent near the town of Stalowiz. When they were 
jabout half way, the patroles took four hulans prisoners, who jserved aid 
guides for the remainder of it, - 

As it is an open country immediately round Stalowiz, General 
Suworow, when he was within half a mile of the place, ranged his troopi 
in lines. On the first was the company of grenadiers, distributed on the 
wings ; near it were the companies of the Petersburg legion, and, be- 
hind it, was the company of the fusileerii of Na'ssebourg : the two Li- 
cornes were in tlie centre. The second line was composed of three 
squadrons of cavalry. The body of reserve formed the last, and con- 
sisted of a company of fusileers of Susdal, and two platoons of caValry^ 
who, with some Cossacs, were distributed in the wings.. 

The Russians proceeded till they found themselves by chance on the 
very back of the confederates, who were covered by a marsh, through 
which ran a dyke, of about two hundred yards in length, which they 
approached in close ranks, and with the most cautious silence. Back- 
hul, wUh his detachment, cut down the advanced sentinels'; but his 
xrorps was, nevertheless, discovered b}' the enemy, and received with a 
very brisk fire, both of artillery and musquetry« The grenadier com- 
pany of Susdal, commanded by Major Kiselow, was forced to break the 
enemy's centre, by falling instantly upon it; and, though it was in a 
movement of great danger, and accompanied with some loss, it was 
crowned with success. Three squadrons rushed into the opening that 
had been niade, and employed their sabres on all sides with a most de- 
structive power* The rest of the infantry soon came up, and the con- 
federates being thrown into disorder, which was grreatly encreased by 
the obscurity of the night, were entirely routed and pursued into 
the town« Annibal ventured to conduct the Licornes across the morasSt 
but they sunk in the mire, and the Russians were left without artillery^ 
Captain Schussel, with the company of Nassebotirg, attacked three 
hundred janissaries, belonging to the grand marshal^ in the town ; 
they defended themselves with great spirit from the houses ; but, beiag 
reinforced by a company of grenadiers^ he soon disposed of the greater 
part of them« 
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General Suworow was in the town as soon as it was li^ht, and per- 
^ceiving a man running towards aheuse, whom he imagined to be one of 
his own people oh a scheme of pillage, he called him back ; when the 
man returned an answer in the Polish language, and instantly disi> 
charged his piece at him, but without effect. He proved to be one of 
the janissaries of the grand marshal. 

In the heat of the attack, the infantry had scattered itself over the 
town, and before it could form, Schibulin arrived with the reserved 
corps. The Russians, therefore, were masters of the town. The five 
hundred men, of the legion of Petersburg, which had been made pri« 
aoners a short time before, were lodged in some houses on the market* 
place, whose doors were barricadoed ; but they soon leaped from their 
windows, and recovered their liberty. 

" ^The Russian cavalry had obtained every advantage in the open coun« 
try ; and, as soon as it was broad day-light, the infantry marched out of 
the town, in good order, and attacked that of the grand Marshal. This 
engagement, which promised to be decisive, was bravely contested by the 
hostile parties : at length the Russian fusileers made an attack with the 
bayonet fixed; the rest of the infantry followed their example ; and, 
after a vigorous resistance, the enemy's whole line gave way; but, be- 
ing very numerous, they retreated in good order. 

The Russian cavalry continued to gain ground, when General Beliak, 
at the head of a thousand hulans, made a very vigorous attack ; many 
a Russian soldier was laid low by it, and several officers wounded; but, 
jSt length, after a severe cpntest, Beliak lost the day. On this occasion 
the Cossacs distinguished themselves by a courage and activity that 
Bothing could resist. * 

The army of Lithuania retreated to a small distance from the field 
of battle; and, Suwprow, having reformed his lines, and reposed for 
'an hour, made the necessary disposition to march to Slomin, about 
four miles from the scene of his victory. From his numerous prison- 
ers, and the five hundred men of the Petersburg legion, who had reco- 
vered their liberty, but principally from the great number of equip- 
ages and waggons, &c. which had been taken, the train of Suworow^s 
army formed a tine of half a mile in length. The booty was very con- 
siderable, and the soldiers divided no small quantity of gold and silver. 
The military chest, which ha<i been concealed for some days by the curate 
^ of the town, was at length discovered in his house, and was fpund to con- 
tain thirty thoitsand ducats. In the evening, the troops approached 
Slomin ; and, on the morrow, the general gave an entertainment to the 
field and other officers of rank who were his prisoners. Colonel Turing, 
who was in the neighbourhood, came to offer his coiigratulations, but 
|)rought no reinforcement with him. 

The whole of the Russian force on this occasion was from eight to 
pine hundred men ; of these four-score were left dead on the field ; and 
■ one-half of those who survived were in a wounded condition. The arrtiy 
' <)f Lithuania, which consisted of near five thousand men, lostone thou- 
sand by the sword, and seven hundred prisoners, among whom wet*e 
thirty field and other officers of rank, and the commanding general of 
the day. All the artillery of the confederates, which consisted of twelve 
pieces of cannon, fell into the hands of the Russians, as well as several 
standards, with the baton of command, and other insignia of the grand 
^ marshal. The dragoons of Lithuania, who had not time to mount their 
librses, lost the greater part of them, and they served to mount the Rus- 
sian infantry on their return. General Suworow gave a rouble, from his 
own private purse^ to every soldier who had beeu engaged in this action^ 
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Soon after this important battle, the empress sent hi m, as conqueror 
of the grand marshal,, the Order of . Alexander Newsky, accompanied 
with the followi/ig dispatch : — ' • 

To Major-General de Suworow, — " In recompense for the services 
which you have rendered to us, as well a« to your country, by the entire 
defeat of the Count Oginsky, chief of the Lithuanians, who have revolted 
against our troops, it has pleased us to name you Knight of our Order 
of AliBxander Newsky, whose d^oration we send you, and which we or- 
dain you to take and wear. We hope that these distinguished testimo^ 
nies of our imperial benevolence towards you will serve to cherish your 
zeal, and that you will consecrate your days to the advancement of our 
service. In that expectation, we assure you of the iniperial esteem of 
your affectionate, Cathaeine." 

Petersburg^ Decern 6^r SiO, 1 77 1 • 

General Suworow was no sooner returned to Slomin, than he prepared, 
with the utmost impatience, to set out on fr«sh expeditions : leaving 
•therefore his prisoners and heavy artilley within the walls of the town, he 
did not wait for returning day, but began his march in the middle of the 
night. He accordingly proceeded to Pinsk in order to complete the 
dispersion of the confederates : and had to pass through a marshy coun* 
try whose roads ivere rendered almost impassable, by the rains which had 
lately fallen. On his way he met an officer of the confederates, who was 
charged with conveying the strong box of his regiment, which had beeo 
well replenished with ducats; and he instantly gave him a passport for 
himself and the treasure to the place of his destination. 

He now published a dt duration to the confederates, that if they would 
remain tranquil, he would not attack them ; and they immediately se* 
parated. General Beliak, who was next in rank to Count Oginsky, 
whom the cha^rrin, occasioned by the loss of the battle of Stalowiz, had 
induced to make a journey to Danzick, refused to take the command of 
the confederate troops. He excused himself on account of his engage* 
tnent with Su\^orow to undertake no enterprise whatever against the 
Russians ; nor would he have remained till that time in his cantonments 
but in obedience t(v the orders of the grand marshal. Grabowiski, who 
was stationed nearest to the Russian frontiers on the side of Smolensko, 
and had raised many thousand men, dismissed his people ; and several 
chiefs followed his example. 

There were at Pinsk many persons who belonged to the suite of Count 
Oginsky, whom the marshal had not taken with him to the field ; while 
some of his people had fl*id for refuge to the small islands in the neigh- 
bourhood of that place. They were all treated, by Suworow's order, 
with a protecting attention ; and he took particular care that the posses- 
sions of the marshal should not receive the least injury. He then 
inarched to Brzescie, wher^ he took some prisoners whom he left at Biala ; 
end, on his happy return to Lublin, he ordered Te Deum to be sung, 
and celebrated his victory with the accustomed ceremonies. 

In the posthumous works of Frederick the Great, we read a most 
flattering eulogium on the subject of this important victory, -which was 
obtained on the 11th of September, 177 1» In speaking of the battle of 
Stalowiz, his Prussian Majesty counsels the Poles.never to hazard, a se- 
cond timie, a contest with Suworow. , 

Towards the end of the year there were some engagements in the Palati* 
pate of Kava, between Sabrowski, colonel in theservice of the confederates, 
^ho commanded £bur or five hundred men, and Major-General Prince 
Gallitzin, who entirely routed them. When Sabrow»ki was on the other 
side of Pulawa, he was surprised by the Captain Archipassow, with the 
party he commanded } he was very ill-treated, and made prisoner with^ 
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three officers and forty men. He had scarce surrendered Lioiaelf when 
a chasseur, who was not observed, wounded him in the breast by a mu»* 
Ice^ shot. He was a very gallant man, and universally regretted ; for he 
died in a few days, notwithstanding every means employed by Suworow 
to promote his cure at Pulawa. As a mark of his eAteem for the brave 
colonel, he restored to their liberty the three officers who were made pri- 
soners with him. 

Towards the latter end of January, 1772, a commissary belonging 
to the Russian troops entreated a secret audience of the general ; when 
he di^overed to him, that the French Field-Marshal Viomeuil, who 
succeeded Brigadier Dumourier, had proposed a plan to take the castle 
-imd city of Cracow by surprise, which had been^ approved and adopted 
hy the general of the confederates ac Biala. To prove the truth of what 
he advanced, he produced a letter from his brother, who was attache^ - 
to the confederation; and he employed every argument in his power to 
dla^ade the general from an expedition he had commenced against 
Lithuania, to oppose the invasion of the confederates, which he repre* 
seated as nothing more than a diversion to draw his attention from Cra- 
cow. Tlie general, however, gave not the least credit to the commis- 
sary*s information or opinion ; and he acted wrong ; for he actually lost 
several days, which were employed in a fruitless march to Lithuania. 

He was no sooner returned to Lublin, than he iustaatty collected 
two sqaadrous of dragoons with. some Cossacs, and two companies of in- 
fantry with tield'pieces, and began his march for Cracow. Near Koeliz, 
in the palatinate of Sandomir, he met general Count Braniiki, with four 
regiments of hulans, aiul Lieutenant-General Grabowski, who served 
under him, with the Luthuanian regiment of dragoon guards. He im- 
mediately formed a junction ; and, taking with him the garrison of 
Koeliz, which consisted of one squadron, two companies and fifty Cos- 
sscs, tliey proceeded directly to Cracow. Lieutenant-general Bibikow, 
who had, some months since, been appointed to succeed General Weir- 
narn, at Warsaw, had established at Cracow a large part of the regiment 
of Susdal, under the command of Colonel Stakelberg. This officer, 
.who made, at Colberg, such a brave defence, had not of late manifested 
the same resolution. At the entreaty of a lady of quality he with- 
drew a sentinel, who was posted before the common sewer of the castle, 
because the challenges, &c. which were repeated during the night, ne4r 
the lady's house, dbturbed her slumbers^ He contented himself with 
keeping up a piquet of thirty men and an officer in the castle, where 
the artillery and regimental carriages were deposited. — The rest of the 
^uard was composed of workmen without arms, and amounted to about 
jbundred men. 

The confederates were informed of the defenceless state of the castle 
and its feeble garrison : they also knew that the sentinel had been with- 
drawn* Accordingly, in the night of the second of February, they made 
their approaches to it, in profound silence, with two battalions well 
armed, who were followed, at a certain distance, by Uve hundred cavalry. 
The infantry wore their white shirts over their uniforms, that they might 
not be observed amidst the snow ; and, creeping upon their hands and 
knees, thy penetrated the sewer, and by that passage entered the castle, 
with Captain Viom^nil, nephew of the general of that name, at their 
head. The small piquet made all the resistance in their power ; but 
the men who composed it were either cut down or taken prisoners. The 
cavalry soon followed and entered the castle by the gate whose port-cul- 
lis the infantry had drawn up. — Colonel Stakelb^'g got together, in 
great^l^ste, a body of troops, and attacked the castle, but was repulsed 
mith som^. Loss, aod the confederate remained masters of it* 
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In the course of the following night, Suworow arrived before Cracow, 
iind iramediately entered iL At break of day , a heavy column of thef' 
confederates sallied forth from the castle into the principal street of the 
town; it supported itself with great courage amidst a continual fire of 
small arms; but, after losing a great number of men, was diiven back^ 
Fifty dragoons, led on by an officer with great ardour, made an attack^ 
upon the grand guard, who received them with bayonets fixed ; but the 
greater part of them were killed, and after a contest of two hours,, they* ' 
were repuls«d with the loss of a hundred men. 

TJie same day Suworow made the circuit of Cracow on horseback, ac-* - 
companied by two Polish generals. The Poiish troops, commanded by 
Branizki, preserved their position on the other side of the Vistula, andf 
were in possession of a bridge of communication, which was well pro« 
tected by a body infantry. 

The castle of Cracow is situated on an eminence, but has neither raiii'* 
parts nor fortifications, and i» without any defence but a thick and very* 
high wall, with a ditch beneath. ' It is supported by the walls of the 
town which it cotnmands. Troops were stationed in the upper stories 
and garrets of several houses in the front of the castle, and cannon were 
placed in such/i manner as to be dijicharged from the windows. In th^ 
vacant parts of' the town, iiitrenchments were thrown up, and parapets 
and redoubts were erected. General Suworow then sent for the ancient 
commandant Ocbschelwiz, as a very experienced person, with the chas-^ 
sears which he had clothed at his own expence, and confided to his car^ 
the principal quarter of the city. The remaining part <>f it wsLs intrusted 
to the vigilance of three field-officers. 

Thus the castle was compleatly blockaded. The Russians, whhoiit 
reckoning their horse, had about eight hundred infantry ; and the troops 
of the confederates in the castle consisted of four hundred infantry, and 
five hundred cavalry 

On the third day, the commandant of the castle dispatched a French 
officer to the Russian general, who was charged with tlie following pro«' 
positions. 

I. He offered to give up a hundred prisoiiers, who were cheiffy 
workmen of different kinds, and who inhabited the castle before the 
blockade ; but this proposal could not be accepted. , - 

II. He demanded that permission might.be given to the. canons who , * 
officiated in the church, which was the bury ing-place of the Kings of 
Poland, to retire into the city, with their attendants, amounting, in af|, 
to eio^hty persons. This request was also refused, in order to increase 
the distress of the garrison by so many useless mouths. But, notwith* 
standing this jrefusal, the ecclesiastics quitted the castle, at two different 
times. Those who made the first escape were only fired upon with pow- 
der, bnt the second party were more seriously treated, and some of thent 
were wounded, ^o farther attempts, therefore, were made of a similar 
nature. . ^ 

III. The officer also demanded certain medicines : which were im- 
mediately granted. 

The castle was furnished with a plentiful magazine of provisions; 
There was a sufficiency of hay and corn, as w^ll as of wine, brandy, salt^ 
oil, and roots, it possessed also a spring of excellent water; but there 
was a dearth of meat. 

The besiegers themselves were, in some degree, blockaded in the town* 
by the numerous bodies of confederates who occupied the ^untry, and 
against whom parties were continually employed. The general, there- 
fore, had the precaution to examine into the state of their provisions 
and forage ; and he found that they had dii adequate supply of bo\.V\. 
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Soon after the sally, which has already been mentioned, the besiegecl 
attempted a second, with four or five hundred men, who were coudacted 
by a French officer ; but were repuUed with the loss of fifty of their 
people. 

Bakalowitz, the king's engineer, a man of consummate experience^ 
began to form a mine, at a hundred paces from the castle, in very stony 
ground. Count Brauizki provided him, for the purpose of opening the 
first gallery, fifty excellent labourers, from the salt-pits of Willitscha ; 
and, in a short time, a second was begun, to the left of the former. 
. General Suworow, by the advice of Count Branizki had posted the best 
company of the regiment of Susdal in a building, in the immediate ^cU 
nity of the castle. At noon the general had retired to take a short 
repose, when he was soon disturbed by a tumultuous noise ; he, 
therefore, rose in an instant, mounted his horse, and hastened to discover 
the cause. It was this company, whose captain having been siezed with 
a panic, were fiying in great disorder, and were pursued by the enemy 
with great slaughter. The general exerted himself to the utmost to stop 
the run*a-ways, and, having rallied them, forced them back with bayo« 
uet fixed, upon the confederates, who soon retired. The Russians, on 
this unfortunate occasion, lost thirty men. 

Jn case it should have been found necessary to raise the siege ; all the. 
captains were naade responsible for the fidelity and safety of the inhabi- 
tants. The suburbs were subject to a similar regulation; and that part 
of the town which was inhabited by the Jews received orders to arm, and 
mount guard. Redoubts were also raised upon the highroads. 

General Branizki recommended an assault, and his project wa& 
adopted. On the third of March, at two hours after midnight, the ar** 
tillery, which were levelled from some very solid edifices, near the castle,, 
began a discharge of small shot^ accompanied by a brisk fire of musque* 
Itry, which the confederates returned with equal spirit. The columns ad* 
vanced, and various attempts were made, but without efilect. In short,, 
the assault failed, and, at break of day, the signal was given for a retreat. 
The Russians lost, in this unsuccessful business, a lieu teuant-coloneli, 
several officers, and forty soldiers ; and the wounded were not less than 
a hundred. The loss sustained by the confederates, according to the 
information of deserters, was equally great: and many of their officers 
were severely wounded. 

In the afternoon of the. same day, the commandant of the castle re^* 
quested General Branizki to receive, into the town, a captain of dragoons 
who was dangerously wounded, and whose father was a person in high 
estimation with the kins of France. This permission was granted, and 
the officer received with every mark of tenderness^ and attention. He 
was a young man of about eighteen years of age, with a wound that 
threatened the most fatal consequences ; but he was treated with so 
much care and skill, that he was cured by the end of the siege; when he- 
returned to France, and to his father. 

The castle of Tyuiz, about a mile from Cracow, of which the confe- 
derates had possessed themselves, was surrounded with redoubts, where 
they had a great part of their people. The Count Branizki was ordered 
to march against them with his hulans, and a party of the Russian ca-^ 
valry, which he did with considerable effect. 

The Russian troops began to want both powder and b^ll, and the 
lieutenant of artillery, Haaks, had constructed a powder-mill in the 
suburb ; but this resource was not sufficient for the requisite supplies. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Nagel was accordingly sent to Kosel, with a small 
|^arty» in order to purchase apuBunition ; and though the confederata 
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parties were scatterjed throuj^h the country, he avoided them with grea^ 
address, and brought back a considerable quantity of the necessary stores. 

lu the course of the month of March, Lieutenant-Colonel Miehelson, 
Vfho commanded a detachment behind Tyniz, was surprised by a^party 
fi'om the garrison of that place. Butliis resolution was equal to his dan* * 
ger, he completely repulsed the enemy, who were superior to him ia 
number, and brought a hundred prisoners with him to Cracow. 

Towards the close of the same month, the general detached MicheU 
souj with a strong body of troops, to Oswrezin, where the archives of 
the confederates were deposited. During the night, he contrived to get 
into the midst of the garrison, killed a considerable part of it, and dis* 
^persed the rest. But he did not content himself with getting possession 
of the archives, he pursued his advantages as far as Biala, upon the 
frontiers of Silesia ; and having driven from that place the pretended 
general confederation, who repassed thig frontiers, with great precipita«- 
tion, he happily returned in safety to Cracow, 

Some time, afterwardsi a considerable number of hussars, and confe- 
d/erate cavalry, appeared behind Tyniz, and on the near side of the Wsr 
tula. They were thereqaains of the black Lithuanian troops, which had 
b/een collected by Kosakowski ; and had made great speed, in order to 
raise the siege of the castle of Cracow. The Count Brani^ki sent 
against them a large party of his hulans : Lieiitenant-Colonel Lang was 
also posted at Schwerzanzy, between Tyniz and Cracow, but, with no 
more than two squadrons, of which his whole force consisted, he was not 
in a condition to resist the confederates, with a body of, at least, a thou*», 
sand naen. The hulans, also, could do nothing, but play off a few ma- 
noeuvres, of little or no effect. General Suworow, therefore, determined 
to inarch against these confederate troops in person. He took with hiqi 
two squadrons, andsoipe Cossacs, and ordered an equal nuipbier to follow 
hiii)r He found the hulans and Lang*s squadrons ipanqeuvring a retreat. 
That officer had bieen forced tp give way, and the Iblack tfoops wpre pressfi 
ing upon him with redoubled steps. The general observed, that the 
object of the enemy was not to fight, but to get tp Cracow ; and he re- 
solved to prevent them. He accordingly ordered his cavalry and Cossacji 
to charge. Laughs squadrons and the hulans fo11ow<^, and they had 
broken through the enemy, before the other troops'were arrived. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lang received orders to cut off the retreat of the confeder- 
ates ; and he at length pressed them so close, that a great part of them 
vere driven into the /Vistula, and perished. 

In tl>is engagement Suworow had a very narrow escape. In the heat 
of tlie action, a confederate officer rushed upon him, and having dis- 
charged both his pistols, made a blow at him with his sabre, which the 
general parried with his own^ At this mom<snt a cuirassier arrived, and 
^trucl^ thjB officer from his hprse^ 

Thus the remainder oiP the Lithuanian confederates we^e dispersed, 
4. hundred ipen were left on the field of battle, three hundred were 
drowned in the river, fifty were made prisoners, and the rest disappeared, 
and were neyejr heard of more. 

In the beginning of A prij the general received a twelve pounder from 
Warsajv, apd ai^ he Jiad already two licornes, which carried eight poun- 
ders, four three pounders, and eight mortars. Lieutenant Haaks erected 
a battery on one of the strongest edifices in the front of the principal 
gate of the castle, without being observed by the garrison. He also* 
added a mortar, capable of throwing a ball of a hundred weight; and, 
as soon 88 the battery was completed, it began to play upon the castle. 
The apartments were frequiently 'seen in flames, as well as a magazine 
o^ha^, but they were as often extinguished. A bomb fell on the bouse 
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of the commandant which made great havock ; the wall on the side of 
the gate began to totter, and a breach wa« formed in the church, which 
was supported by the wall of the castle. The two galleries of the mine 
were completed, and it only remained to charge them. 

The garrison of the castle were not only without flints, which had; 
been consumed in their various sallies, but were reduced to the diet of 
horse flesh. This circumstance was known from certain dispatches, de» 
livered up by an officer who had been taken prisoner, as he was canryiog 
an account of the wretched state of the garrison, both as to provisions 
and health, from the commandant to General Viomenil, and requesting 
immediate relief. 

The count availed himself of this intelligence, and, on the next day, 
sent Captain Weimarn, of the cavalry, to the castle, with a definitive 
declaration to the French oflicers, that every preparation was made for 
ah assault, and if the garrison did not surrender, it would be put to 
the sword. 

On the eighth of April, when the night was already far advanced, the 
French Brigadier Galibert presented himself before the intrenchmeiits, 
and demanded safe conduct to the general : he was accordingly intror 
duced with the usual ceremonies. Suworow gave him a very civil re^ 
ception ; and, after a short conversation, dictated to him the principal 
articles of the capitulation, which contained more advatitageous con* 
ditious than the French Brigadier had ventured to propose; — who wag 
now reconducted, under a proper escort, and every becoming attention, 
to the castle. 

. On the following day, the same officer renewed his visit at ten in the 
morning ; and, after he had been served with breakfast, began to start 
difficulties respecting certain articles of the capitulation. This conduct 
determined the general to grant less than he 'had originally proposed, 
and to assure him, at his departure, that, if he returned without having 
accepted the articles as they actually were, other and less favourable 
conditions would be proposed and supported. That very night, how«^ 
ever, Brigadier'Galibert returned once more, to accept, in the name of 
the garrison, all the conditions that had been offered to it. 

The principal articles of capitulation were as follows; 

I. The garrison shall deliver up their arms within the walls of the 
castle, and leave it in distinct platoons of a hundred men. 

II. The lives and property of the garrison shall be protected. 

III. The French troops, who form a part of the garrison, shall snr* 
render themselves only as prisoners, but not as prisoners of war; bcv 
cause, there being no war between the powers of Russia and France, no 
exchange of prisoners can take place. 

IV. The French troops, which are under the command of General 
Viomenil, shall be transferred to Lemberg, those of Dumourier to 
Biala, in Lithuania, and those of the Polish confederates to Smolensko. 

y. All the regalia of the crown, and other effects in the castle, shall 
be restored to the commissaries of his Polish majesty. 

On the following morning, the king's commissaries entered the castle, 
fii^d found the jewels of the crown properly disposed in a cabinet, which 
had been enclosed in a wall, during the siege ; and the other effects 
» were in good condition. 

It was pow holy weqk, and the garrison qiarched out of the castle on 
the l.&th of April, which "was Easter-^day, according to the terms of the 
capitulation. The two brigadiers, Galibert and Choisi, as well as souie 
pther French officers, had the cross of St. Louis'; and when Monsieiir 
d? Choisi presented his sword to Suworow, he pyt it aside. " I can* 
liQi," md he, " receive theiwpfd.of a gAHaiit manj in the tervice pf 9 
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king, who is the al!y of my own Sovereign," and they immediately em-* 
braced. 

The^ principal officers were not only treated with kindness, but enter- 
tained with magnificence previous to their departure, *The Count 
Branizki invited them to dine with him, and gave them a sumptudus 
entertainment. Major Sansow Zasseki was charged also to do the 
^honours of a dinner to the other officers, in a palace prepared for the r 
, reception. 'The general quitted table to make the necessary dispositions 
ibr the conveyance of all his prisoners to Lublin. A coach was procured 
for the two brigadiers, and other carriages were appointed for the rest 
of the officers. The cavalry received such of their horses as remained, 
. and farmers' waggons were collected for the other prisoners. The geAe- 
, ral ordered the major on duty to take care that every possible attention 
. should be paid to them on their route. They "were escorted by.four com- 
, .panies of mfantry, and two field-pieces, two squadrons of cavalry, and 
fifty Cossacs, commanded by Colonel Idagien ; and the inarch was co« 
.vered by a reserved detachment of almost equal force, commanded by 
. Lieutenant-Colonel JV^ichelson, to whom he gave the principklchargel 

The prisoners were about a thousand, a third of whom were cavalrv, 
;With near fifty officers of rank* The loss of the Russians,' during the 
liege, was two hundred killed, and about four hundred wounded. 

Their progress was not interrupted : not one of the different parties of 
confederates, who infested th^ country, had the courage' to attack- the 
escort ; so that the whole arrived safe at Lublin ; from whence the pri^* 
loners were sent off to their respective destinations. 

Suworow was impatient to continue his operations ; and without wait- 
ing for the i:^turn of the escort to Cracow, though he had but a small 
body of troops, detached the principal part of them, against Zator, a 
small fortified town, about six miles from Cracow, on the banks of the 
Vistula. They surprised the garrison, and, without effusiod of blood, 
. brought away the comniandant, with his officers, and two hundred pri-» 
soners. But, before they quitted the place, they blew up the works, 
which were defended only by twelve useless pieces of artillery. 
. A small corps of observation served to overawe the towns of Tyniz and 
Landskron till the detachment, which has been already mentioned j'Ve- 
turned from Lublin : but it was no sooner arrived, and he had received a 
. supply of cannon land ammunition from Kosel, than the general pro- 
ceeded to invest Tyniz in form. In the mean time, the troops of the em- 
peror arrived ii| this canton, and ma<le theniiselves masters of Labdskron, 
Suworow therefore abandoned Tyniz to them, and, having withdrawn his 
. artillery, returned to Cracow. 

Several of the confederate chiefs at length submitted, and abandoned 
.. their party. Colonel Moschinski, of Sandomir, presented himself on 
parole to Suworow, gave in his resignation, and dismissed all those wlio 
. were under his command. Marsjiial Masowizki did the same, by deputa- 
4, »tion. The famous IVJajor-General Schutz came in person with the re- 
mains of his fine troops of Radzewill, forming at thi? time a body of a 
^ thousand men, the principal part of whose officers were foreigners, and 
. had served in^ different armies. He capitulated on very advantageous 
. conditions, a|Ud the gene^ral treated him as his friend. ,\His [)eople were 
all disbanded, with a satisfactory gratification. 

The: Pfus^ians had| also marched against the confederates, and the 
three ^aUjed powers completed tl^eir design of possessing themselves of 
certain provinces of Poland. 

Tranquility being restored in Ppland, the Russian troops were with- 
drawn from that kingdom, except a few regiments, wlio were ordered to 
JW ^f iKS^yf cpi95g^cd bj C(^Ji^%^^1^a^QSff, aga^Qst th^ Turks. ^ A 
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short time before, the Lieutenant-GeneraU Ro'manus and Elmpt arrived 
in Poland, with a body of troops in a complete state of equipment. The 
first passed by Lithuania, on th«f side of Lublin, and the latter remained 
there. 

Thi^s ended the campaigns against the confederates in Poland, where 
General Suworow served during four years without interruption. Inde« 
pendent of the numerous inferior actions and multiplied skirmishes, in 
which hiscotirage was always displayed, and his military capacity never 
failed to appear ; he was covered with glory by the victory of Stalowiz, 
and the capture of Cracow ; which gave the promi^^e of that brilliant ca« 

, reer that he has since run. 

In the month of September, he was attached to the corps of General 
£lmpt, which^ on account of the actual situation of Sweden, was ordered 
. to Finland, by the way of Petersburg. In the course of the autumn it 
took its departure, and by ordinary marches, arrived in the wifnter at Pe- 
tersburg. The regiments destined for Finland traversed the city vin jgreat 
parade ; but General Suworow remained with his division in the capital.. 
In February, 1773, he was employed on the duty of inspecting the 
frontiers of Finland. He took his route by Wybourg, Kexholm, and 
iN^euschott, towards the frontiers of Sweden, where he was determined to 
remain 'unknown. He found all classes of people, the clergy, the no- 
bility, the burgers, and the whole m\litia of the country prejudiced 
against the new constitution. He reduced all he heard and saw to writ- 
hing : and on his return to Petersburg, made the. necessary communi- 
cations. • 

' Towards the spring, the congress of the Turks, at Soczan, separated ; 
the truce was at an end — and it appeared as if war would be rekindled.. 
General Suworow now received orders to join the army in Moldavia, 
where he served under the Field-Marshal Romanzow. 



CHAP. III. 

The fit St War against the Turks^ wider Field-Marshal Romanzow, in 

this Years \113 and 1774. 

GENERAL Suworow, in the beginning of May, 1773, arrived at 
Jassy, and presented himself to Field-Marshal Romanzow, who had then 
fixed his head-ouarters at that place, the capital of Moldavia. On the 
third day after his arrival, he proceeded to jom the corps of Walachia, to 
which he was attached : it was commanded by Lieutenant-General Count 
Soltikow, and was encamped before Tchurschebo. ^ He reconnoitred the 
surrounding country, and went the following day to the convent of Ni- 
gojeschti, where he received his detachment. It consisted of regiments of 
carabineers and Astracan infantry, with four field-pieces, and aboitt a 
hnudred Cossacs of the Don, under their brave officer Seminkin. There 
were also seventeen boats provided for the service of the detachment. 

Nigojeschti is situate at the distance of a mile and a half from the 
Danube: Turtukay is upon the right bank of that rivpr; and to the 
right of the convent runs the Arbisch, which flows into it. Near its 
mouth some heavy pieces of artillery had been levelled on, the /opposite 
bank, which not only defended the river, but commanded a part of the 
country on' the other side of it, and had often compelled the Russians 
to retire. 

At this place, the Danube is upwards of a niile in breadth, with very 
steep banks; nevertheless. General Suworow determined to arm all his 
boats, each of which was capttUe of containing from twenty to thirty men. 
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jind attempt a descient on the right side of the river. With this view he 
odered soldiers io be employed as rowers, and made them practise under 
the direction of Lieutenant Palkin. It^was also necessary that the boats 
should be transported upon carts drawn by oxen, and witbcvtit being p^r-f 
ceived, to the distance of a mile down the river; where there was a 
commodious place for embarking the troops* . 

Every thing being in readiness, the detachment, consisting of four com- 
panies of infantry, a regiment of carabineers, and a hundred Cbssacs, 
began its march in the darkest part of the night. iThe armed boats de- 
scended the Artischy and the carriages proceeded along the side of the 
bank in a hallow way, which was covered by thickets. 

When the whole party and their equipage were arrived at the place ap- 
pointed, the general determined to remain there till the following night. 
He accordingly wrapped his clodk round him, and lay down, at a small 
distance from the river, to get a little repose ; but, just before day-break, 
he unexpectedly* heard the cry of Allah ! very near the spot where fie 
was. He instantly arose, and perceiving a body of Spahis, or Turkish 
horse, coming towards him with uplifted sabres, he had only time to le^p 
on his horse, and to gallop off with all possible speed. 

Seminski instantly led on the Cossacs to attack them ; but with all his 
bravery he could not withstand their onset, and was obliged to retire. 
They then menaced the regiment of carabineers, when the general or- 
dered two squadrons to fall on them sword in hand ; and they, in their 
turn, were now compelled to give way, and wfere pursued to the banks of 
the Danube ; when, throwing themselves into their large boats, they 
hastily escaped. The Russian infantry was at some distance, and had 
no share in this engagement. The Turks, who had upwards of four 
hundred. men, left four score on the field, and a few prisoners, among 
>n^hom was their Bim-bacha, an aged and venerable man. 

This was the first acquaintance that Suworow made with the Turks, to 
whom the very name of this warrior is since became so formidable. The 
advantage, which he obtained in this action, seems to have been a 
prelude to the numerous victories he has^ since obtained over the Otto- 
man arms. 

The Russians having been discovered, the general extended his ob- 
servations on the environs and changed his plan. He ordered the car- 
riages to return, and, the following night, embarked. his infantry on the 
Artisch, in order to proceed to it^ conflux with the Danube. A hun- 
dred light carabineers, with their colonel, and the Cossacs, swam down 
the stream after them ; a service of no small risk ; but was attended, on 
this occasion, with the loss of only «h few men and horses. 

A descent was now made on the right bank of the 'Danube, under a 
very severe ii re of Turkish artillery ; and Major Rehbeck was immedi- 
ately ordered to get possession of a redoubt on the right, which covered 
the Turkish flptilla. Lieutenant Maiirinow, who had formed his com- 
pany in a hollow square, received orders to make himself master of a si- 
milar redoubt on the left. The centre, commanded by Colonel Baturin, 
came at once upon an empty redoubt, and, advancing onwards, enclosed 
an intrenchment : a heavy piece of artillery, which had been fixed in the 
road, on being discharged burst in several pieces, wounded a consider- 
able number,' and, among the rest, the general himself received a very 
severe blow on his right leg* Nor was this all, for a janissary aimed a 
stroke at his breast, which he fortunately parried, and was not repeated, 
as the Turks were immediately driven from the intrenchment, and left it 
to the possession of the Russians. 

It. was DOW an object of importance to gain a height, which was at a 
small distanc^j commanded all the counti'y, and had not been fortifVed 
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by the Turks. The Russians hurried tliither, and, wlien they w^re ^r-* 
f ived» the . g^qeral commanded a halt. 

The cavalry, and the Cossacs pursued the Turks, as well as the du$k 
of the evening weiild allow them. .Rehbeck hud the good fortune .to 
.sei^e the flotilla; and Maurinow, after having taken a redoubt, made 
himself niaster of Turtukay. 

As it was Aot permitted to any one to pillage on his own account, Su- 
tvorow had made a regulation, that, where pillage was allowed by tjie 
JavB of war, four persons should be appointed to that service from ^very 
. battalion,. and that the whole should partake of the booty. 

He remained about an hour upon the hill, where he ordered the watqh* 
: word, and other military signals, to be continually repeated. The day^ 
at length, began to appear. 

Lieutenant«General, afterwards Prince Potemkin, who was encamped 
'in front of Silistria, had promised to send, by his boats, two thousand 
Cossacs of Saporochi ; but they did not arrive till several hours after l^e 
combat v^as concluded. 

.Qn a sigfuil given, the .Russian troops returned to the banks of ^tjie 

river ; and having embarked, took several Turkish boats, with six brass 

-9ai\non, and eight heavy pieces of artillery. The latter were sunk in the 

X)anube, as there was not time to bring them away. Turtukay was in 

.fi^mes ; and, about ten o* clock, a large magazine of powder blew up^ 

.whocse expilo^ipn was heard throughout the surrounding country. 

Immediately. after 'the victory. General Suworow dispatched an ac^ 
iCQunt of it to Field-Marshal Romanzow. The style of the relation is 
txuly laconic- and original,, and displays, in some degree, the character of 
.the^ writer. The following is a feeble translation of it : — 

*? Honour aud glory, to God ! Glory to you, Romanzow ! We are in 
possession of Turtukay, and I im in it. Suworow.". 

rAst^ recompense for this victory, the empress transmitted to him the 
cross of ,the:Qi;der,of Saint George, of the second class, with the following 
letter >— . 

To our Mqjor^Generai de Suworow. 
*' The bravery and heroism of which you have given such a brilliant 
. example, in the conduct of the detachment entrusted to your command, 
„ at the siege and assault of Turtukay, render you worthy of some ho« 
..nourable distinction, and of our Imperial favour: .In conformity, thei:e« 
. fore, to the statutes of the military, order of Saint George, which we have 
instituted, we graciously name you to be a knight of that order,iof tjie 
second class, qooLmanding you to receive the decorations which acqoip- 
pany this letter, and to suspend its cross from your neck, according;to 
. our institution* We are pleased to encourage the belief that this Im- 
„ perial favo^r will animate you more and more to merit the good-^w^ll 
^ vvith which we are your affectionate, Catherine.'* 

Sarskoiselo^ June 30, 1 773. 
Wlvea the troops had reached the left bank of the Danube, they en- 
. joyed a short repose in a small valley ; and, in the course of the night, 
returtied to their camp» n^ar . the convent of Nigojeschti. This h^p« 
^ pened on the tenth of May. 

This victory cost the Russians sixty men killed, and one hundred and 

fifty wounded. The Turks lost four large, and six small standards. 

.' Their troops, which. were chiefly infantry, fimounted to four thousand 

< men. Their fine flotilla, which fell into the power of the Russians, con-* 

( sisted of fifty boats and trading vessels. The soldiers made a con* 

siderable booty in effects, as well as in gold and silver : and, when they 

r afterwards attended divine service, {or public thanksgiving, they,pre« 

^ Mnted the ^m»U yi\i\^t»i^\Atfk.9S^y\^^ of gold. 
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A new raised regiment of Cossacs, consisting of three hundred and 
fifty men, natives of Poland, and commanded of Major Casperow, re»-, 
inforced Snworow's cTetachment. — The general now employed himself 
in the contitlual exercise of his troops, and in fortifying the convent of 
Nigojeschti. 

In the month of June he was attacked by a violent fever, wfaieh> 
obliged hira to go to Bucharest for the recovery of his health* 

The grand army, commanded by Field-Marshal Romanzow, pass^ 
th^ Danube in the month of July, and encamped before SiUstri8.-^M 
the same time, General Weismafen passed the river near Ismail, beat the' 
Turks three times in the course of his march, and efi^ted a jilnctidfi 
with the main army. 

The Turks received a reinforcement before Turtukay, and fortified 
themselves in a more skilful manner than they had hitherto dotke. 
General Suworow, though he was by no means re-b6tablished in hi^ 
health, set off to join his detachment^ which, during hist absenee, had r^ 
ceived no gi'eat addition to its numbers. The battalion of Niaow, oon» 
sisting of two hundred men, with the regiment of Cossacs of the Don, 
commanded by Colonel Leonow, and two hundred Amauts, composed' the 
whole of his late reinfbrcem^nt8.-7>He armed the regiment of carabineeni 
with muskets from Bucharest, and had them instructed in the mamial 
discipline of the infantry. Major Count Mellln had under hi» orders at 
Bucharest three hundred recruits, whom he was employed in forming: to 
every duty and exertion of the soldier's life. Mellin came affeerward^ t9 
Nigojeschti ; the general followed him ; and, in a short time^ proceeded 
on a second expedition. ^ 

He ordered his flotilla to proceed empty down the Artisch, and ta- 
cOme-to off the left bank of the Danube. He left two hundred men in 
garrison at Nigojeschti, to keep clear the right bank of that river: at the 
same time, he erected a battery of six cannon on the left bank, and en« 
trusted its defence to Colonel Norow, with two companies, two squcid'^ 
rons, and anew raised regiment of Co^jsacs, that the Turks mright ff^ 
surprize or turn it. The detachment, destined for embarkation, con*^ 
sisted of from sixteen to eighteen hundred men. 

They began their march in the early part of the night ; it was at first 
very cloudy and obscure, but the moon a})peared as they approached the 
bank, which rendered it necessary for them to retire to a hiding-place^ 
that they might not be perceived from the opposite side of the river.*^-^ 
The moon, however, soon retired, when the march was renewedi and at 
ikiidnight they arrived at the place where they were to embark. 

The flotill^ was distributed into three divisions, under the Colonel* 
Baturin, Mellin, and Mescherski, who commanded the infantry ; while 
the squadrons of horse atid the Cossacs of the Don swam across 
the river. 

Though it was very tern pestuousj Baturin effected a descent -on the 
right bank, and drove the Turks from an iutrenchment of which hi! 
had received information. He immediately gave the signal of his sue* 
eess, and hullted tnere, instead of pushing forwards to attack another, 
which was of still greater importance. — The general was still on the left 
bank, to superintend the embarkation.— ^As he snspected that all wa9 
hot right on the opposite side of the river, and that there was no time to 
Jose in taking advantage of the night, he at once resolved to embark 
with the second division,, which the force of the current carried a quartelr 
of a mile too low. — !>Suwiorow was still in so languid a state that he could 
not walk withotit the support of two men; and his voice was so weak that 
i't was absolutely n^tesary for an officer to be alwaya by his side to re» 
jpieat his trotiibiatids* 
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He ROW returned tip the river under its right bank, and disembarked 
his people near the town of Turtukay, which he had lately burned, 
though there still remained a considerable number of houses ; and he 
was obliged to pass through a part of its ruins, — At the dawn of day 
several bodies of armed Turks appeared, whom he did not think proper 
to attack, as his principal object was to effect a jun(ition with the bat- 
talion of Nissow, under Colonel Baturin, which he happily effected ; 
and, without reproaching that officer for his late error, he immediately 
dispatched Major Rehbock, with thre^ companies, to attack the im^ 
portan^ iutrenchment, which Baturin had neglected, and the*troopa 
followed. The Arnauts had been already detached with orders to get 
unperceived behind the Turkish camp, and by their outcries and ma-^ 
noeuvresto fill it with alarm and confusion. 

Rehbock took possession of the intrenchment, and the whole body of 
infantry soon established themselves in it. It was situate on the v:ery 
height which has been mentioned in the detail of the former battle. At 
day«light it was found to be on an eminence that commande^^i the whole 
country. The intrenchment, infieed, was not completed ; the parapet 
' was not sufficiently elevated, the ditch had not the necessary depth, and 
' the entrance was not fortitied.— The area, however, was so extensive, that 
the whole body of infantry, with the foot carabineers, could display them*« 
selves at large in it.-*— No Turks were visible in the other intrenchments, 

A party of carabineers having set out on a pillaging party without or-r 
ders, the Turks fell upon, and pursued them; and, before they could 
recover themselves, the whole Turkish army, consisting of seven thou-r 
sand men, quitted their camp, and proceeded to attack the intrenchment^ 
•wit was about six in the morning. 

The Turkish infantry posted themselves behind the hedges, where they 
did considerable mischief: and the cavalry rushed on towards the iuip 
trenchment. As the parapet was low, the Russians were under the ncr 
cessity of firing on their knees.— ^They had, indeed, taken some ci^nuon, 
but as there were no ^rtillery-men with them» they were> for the present^ 
altogether useless* 

In the mean time, the Russian rear guard advanced, with one fields 
piece, which the eqrrent of the river had driven to a considerable dis- 
tance from the place where they had been ordered to disembark. This 
single cannon proved to bie of great service, as the Turks were without 
artillery : but the principal mischief was produced by the battery on 
the left bank of the Danube. Though the Turks had been continually 
repulsed in their attacks on the intrenchqients^ they returned as often 
with renewed impetuosity. 

The action had now lasted two hours, when the Turkish horse re^ 
assembled in great numbers, and attacked with the fiercest ardour the> 
unfortified entrance of the parapet. The Bacha, who commanded them* 
appeared in rich array at their head; but, as they approached, he' re- 
ceived a shot in his breast, which a Serjeant of chasseurs had discharged at 
him, and, with a loud screapn, fell from his horse. His people instantly 
surrounded him, when a body of fifty Cossacs broke through the midst 
of them, and though the Turks exerted the most consutnrnate bravery 
to save their Chief, a Cossac completed his fate by th^ stroke of a lance. 

Thus died Sary Mechmed Bacha, the second in compsand of the 
famous Ali Bey, of Egypt, whom he afterwards betrayed ; a man alike 
distinguished fbr his courage^ his strength, and j^h beauty. His people, 
though they we r^ confounded, did not disperse, but continued the com- 
bat during an hour ; and, though compelled to retreat, disdained to .fly, 

At length, in prder at pace to terminate the contest, General Suworow 
coiximaude4 Captain Br^tz,pvif to sally fro|n the iotr^nchiiient, with | 
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a column of two companies of grenadiers, six naen in front, and to fall 
upon the Turks ; but that brave officer met with a most powerful re- 
sistance, sustained considerable loss, and was himself mortally wounded* 
Notwithstanding such a discouraging circumstance, the column pushed 
onwards, and the Turks were repulsed. At this moment the whole force 
of the intrenchment came forwards, when the Turkish army was com- 
pletely routed, and the Russian calvalry were ordered to pursue them* 

Suworow now mounted his horse, and proceeding to an elevated spot^ 
took a view of the camp from whence the Turks had issued to attack the 
intrenchment, and where it appeared that they had left but a few scat* 
tered troops to protect it. He therefore ordered a body of infantry to' 
hasten thither with all speed, and possess themselves of the artillery, . 
while he followed with the rest of his forces. He formed them into 
three sides of a square, and covered the wings with his cavalry, in ordei* 
to receive the Turks with advantage, if they should be indnced to attack 
him ; but they continued their retreat, and left their camp to the con- 
querors* On this occasion the Russian soldiers, divided a Very rich 
booty. 

Four and twenty large vessels, called scliaicks, were also seized by the 
Russians ; they were secured in shallow water, and the access to tlietn. 
defended by palisades. It employed several hours, and required no 
common exertions to disengage them. As the general considered this 
post of little consequence, he gave orders for an immediate return. 
The Russian infantry accordingly embarked on their flotilla ; while the 
cavalry went on board the schaicks, with the artillery which had beeii^ 
captured, and the whole force proceeded to that part of the left bank of 
the riyer where the battery, commanded by Colonel Norow, had been 
erected, — There they fixed their camp. 

In this action, which took place on the 27th of July, the Turks 
lost a thousand men, and eighteen brass cannon, which had never been 
employed. 

The remains of Sary Mechmed Bacha were interred on the right 
bank, with all the honours due to his high rank and military qualities. 

The news of this victory was carried by Major Rehbock to Field* 
Marshal Romanzow, who received it with the greater pleasure ; as, on 
the same day, an ineffectual attempt had been made upon Silistria. 

On the Ibllovving day the general embarked a large part of his force, 
and ascended the Uanube. He left none of his troops behind but the 
cavalfy, and a detachment of infantry at the convent, which he had al- 
ready fortified. The weather was very favourable when they embarked ; 
but, towards the evening, a storm arose, which so completely dispersed 
the flotilla, that the boat, in which the general had taken his passage, 
with great difficulty, gained the right bank of the river. In the middle 
of the night the tempestuous weather subsided, and, in the morning, the 
flotilla was reunited, with very inconsiderable loss.— Here General 
Suworow had a conference with Count Soltikow, whose corps lay before 
Schursch, on the subject of an enterprise on Ruscheluck ; but the pro- 
ject was deferred on account of the unsuccessful attempt on Silistria, 
the intelligence of which had nOw reached them. The general, there- 
fore, returned to his former post, and the flotilla entered into the 
Artisch. 

In a short time after there was a fresh distribution of military com^ 
mands, and Suworow was attached to the army of the field-marshal. 

Previous to his departure from Nigojeschti, an accident happened to 
the genenil, which threatened the most fatal consequences. The stair- 
case of the convent having become very slippery, oti account of the rain, 
tbe genera], who was npt recovered from the hurt in his leg, fell with 
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great violeuce od hU back : which, besides the exterior bruises, was at- 
tended with internal pains, aud a great difficulty of respiration. H^ 
fvas,tht>reiore, conveyed to Bucharest, where, by the aid and care of a 
very bkiltul phy!«ioiau, in the course of fifteen days, hU health was coxd<« 
pletely re-established. As soon as be was recovered, which was in the 
middle of August, he repaired to his new post. 

The detachment, of which he was appointed to take the command^ 
was eucamped before Chirschowa ; while Romanzow maintained his 
position near the Jalowiza. Suworow immediately crossed the Danube- 
" to Chirschowa. The town is situated on the right bank of the river,, 
which, at this place, is half a mile broad, and is divided by several islands. 
He found the detachment very much exposed to be attacked by the 
Turks, as well from its weakness, as the nature of its position. He de- 
termined, therefore, to hazard nothing, and to secure his troops by 
strong intrenchments. He began by reconnoitring the environs, and 
marking the places where fortifications should be erected. He was, 
however, so unfortunate, as to lose, at this time, the .only engineer in his 
service. That officer, in passing a river mistook the ford, and was 
drowned. 

The intrenchments proceeded with all possible expedition, and they 
were no sooper completed than intelligence was received that the Turks 
&t Karissia, about ten miles from Chirschowa, were iu motion, and, 
would soon bctgin to march. 

The correctness of this information wias proved by theif approaching, 
in the night of the 3d of September, within half a mile of the town ;. 
the moon beiqg at the full. The principal Russian officers were of 
opinion that the Turks would [iq;] mediately make their attack. . The. 
general, however, entertained different sentiments, and ordered his 
l^roops to repoSse. As for himself, he waited with impatience for the 
break of day ; and, some time before it was light, he mounted his horse« 
and, accompanied by two Cossacs, proceeded to observe the march and, 
xpotions of the enemy. 

His corps consisted of four regiments of infantry, two of which werc^ 
very incpipplete, not containing more than two hundred men, with their 
cannon, three^ squadrons of hussars, and a hundred Cossacs. The two 
full regiments were encamped in a low and .covered island, with which ^ 
communication was formed by a bridge of boats ; and the two weak re- 
giments were di^tr^)uted in the castle and the intrenchments. 

The Turkish army of eleven thousand men advanced, .At eight, they, 
approached the farthest redoubt, which was commanded by the cannon 
of the ca$tle. When they drew nigh, the general made a feint of alarms 
and ordered the tent9 to be struck and carried into the redoubt. Arounc^ 
the intpenchments, deep hpllows had been n^iade^ which were planted 
with small lances. He had also ordered that the enemy should be suf- 
fered to approach close to the works without a single discharge of artillery* 
The Turks appeared to entertain the design of attacking the redoubt 
and the castle at the some moment ; but Colonel Duma^chow, from a; 
brave impati^ce, and before they were ^(vithin reach, discharged somct 
balls at themji which counteracted the generare first plan« and., for some 
time delayed their approach* They, however, advanced in skirmishing 
and though there were some works that interrupted them, they contw 
nued to. gajn grpund ; but their npajrch vica^ not marked with its usual 
rapidity. Suworow now ordered his. skirmishers to retreat by little an4 
little, and to take flight, as if seized with a sudden papic. By thisstra- 
tagem, be hoped to tempt th^ enem^y clos^ to the intrenchments. 

It did not. however, pro4^c^ the deisired efiect ; for as soon af th^}^ 
wpre free^ trpm tjiei flj§uig, pa|ft\c;i» ol" t^e^ ftjgijf i^g?*, tjf^. Turkish; arq(iy» 
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itainediately extended itself, and presented an imcomtnon' i<p*etacle. 
Accustomed as they were to fight in small scattered bands, the Turks 
tidw ranged themselves in European order of battle, and formed them- 
selves in regular lines. The janissaries, with the artillery, occupying tHe 
centre, and the spahis, or cavalry, taking post on the wings. They theh 
advanced in tolerable good order against the farthest intrenchment, 
•whose ditch wa& not of any considerable d^pth, from the stony nature of 
the ground ; but it was guarded by a double range of chevaux*de-frisief 
^ith pallisades behind, on a part of that eminence which covered thfe 
island where, the two strong regiments were posted. 

The Turks commenced the attack with a discharge of artillerj' ; and 
immediately advanced against the intfenchments with such percipitatiow, 
that the general himself had no other means of escaping, but by leaping 
over the chevaux-de-frise that defended the entrance. Thbugh they 
iverfe received by a very briisk and well sustained discharge of musqtie'k 
try, they co^nrtinued to advance, and passed, m great numbers, over thfe 
chevaux-de-frise to the pallisades, where they fixed th^ir standards ; but 
they tried in rain to proceed. Colonel Machipelow, with the regiment of 
Staroskolin, which was posted in the islfl^nd, fell upon their right win^ 
tvith bayonets fixed. Prince Gagarin passed the bridge, and, having 
turned the height, attacked their wing, and the Baron R6s*en, with the 
^valry, charged the centre ; they were, therefore, soon thrown into dis* 
order; and as they had not been accustomed to fight in rank ^nd file, 
their confusion was proportionally encreased^ They abandoned their ar- 
tillery, and wtre pursued throughout the night to the distance of several 
toiles. The janissaries, incommoded by their heavy garments, threwr 
them aside in order to facilitate their fiight, and the spahis dfep6rsed 
themselves over the country. 

General Suworow, at length, commanded the pursuit to cease, and 
gave his troops a few hours of rest. In the morning, they returned td 
Chirscbowa, and found their way strewed with the b^ies of the enemy* 

The Turks lost, in this action, upwards of a thousand men, among 
ft^hom ivere tvi'o pachas, and a great number of Moors. The flussiati!! 
Utdk a hundred prisoners, with s6me officers, and nine statidards. Thte 
artillery, which fell into their hands, consisted of eight cannons, and A 
tooitat. On their side tTie number killed w6te very incontOfderable, but 
their wounded amounted to four hundreds 

At the end of October, Lieutenant-General Prince Dolgorucki and 
the Baron Ungarn were ordered to march to Schumma: but they sepa-« 
tBted on their route, and the latter pi*oceeded against Warna, where he 
unfortunately failed ;' while the violent rains prevented Prince Dolgo^ 
t\tck\ fi-dtfi going to Schumma* SuworoW was to have accompanied hint 
in thi« expedition, bdt he was not, altogether, recovered from his fevei* ; 
be, therefore, returned into Russia, to attend to hi^ health, where he 
passed the winter. 

In 1774, towards the end of April, hfe returned to the army of the Da-i 
nube. He was now advanced to the rank of lientenant-'general, and ap- 
pointed to command the second division, which was before Sloboceia, 
c^ver against Silistria, as well as the corps de reserve, at Chirscl^owa. This 
division consisted of sixteen battalions, twenty squadrons, and two regi- 
ments of Cossacs. The corps de reserve was composed of fifteen batta* 
lions, thirteen squadrons, a regiment of Cossacs, and tw6 thousand five 
hundred arnauts, with a large park of artillery. 

Before Silistria, where Lieuten ant-General Suworo'^ had fixed hrsr 
quarters, there was a large island, of the DAntibe, which was an object 
ef continual cont^t. He, therefore, made it neutral, to prevent all use^ 
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less attacks ; and the patroles, of the differeDt armies, frequently met 
there, without infringing the neutrality of the place. 

It was intended that the greater part of the Russian army should pass 
the Danube ; but the general, with a detachment from the main body, 
was intrenched in a wood, about a mile from Silistria ; where his peopla 
had frequent skirmishes with the enemy. 

At the end of a week, he quitted his intrenchments, and made a march 
of five miles ; in the course of which, he met, in a wood, Lieutenant- 
General Kamenski, with his corps, from Ismail, who had marched during 
the whole night, and had not found time either to encamp or eat ; when^ 
about noon, a party of light-horse, who had been sent upon discoveries, 
returned with the quarter-master-general of the Turks, whom they had 
made prisoner, with his escort. From him it was learned, that the 
Turkish army of fifty thousand men, was in full march. 

General Kamenski commanded the signal for remounting, and ordered 
his cavalry to attack those of the enemy, which had advanced into the 
wood ; but they were repulsed. Suworow's infantry marched on, with 
the cavalry behind ; and three squadrons of hussars, with the Cossacs 
before. He immediately fell upon the Turkish cavalry, who were pur- 
suing the Russian horse ; but had not sufficient force to continue the 
attack, and was obliged to retreat. Many pieces were discharged at him^ 
and he was so closely pursued by a Spahi, that he was indebted for his 
preservation to the swiftness of his horse. He soon after fell in with two 
pattalions of grenadiers, and a battalion of chasseurs, who had been at« 
tacked with such precipitation, that they had not time to form in a re- 
gular manner. There were eight thousand Albanian infantry, who had 
made the attack, in their usual manner, with shouts and outcry ; and 
had already killed several chasseurs, who had advanced so far as to have 
their retreat cut ofl^. The three battalions themselves were in a very pe- 
rilous situation. They continued firing for a whole hour, and severely 
galled the Albanians, but not with sufficient effect to make them give 
way: at length, the Brigadier Machipelo^ arrived, with two battalions 
of Senski, two battalions of Susdal, and two companies of grenadiers. 
The firing now discontinued ; and, when the smoke was dispersed, it ap- 
peared that the advanced guard of the Turks had mad^ a retreat. 

Suworow having traversed the woods with Machipelow, and, observing 
that the Turks fled on all sides, he resolved to push his a4 vantage. The 
way through the wood was very narrow, so that the troops were obliged 
to march in files ; at the same time, the heat was so oppressive, that 
many of the soldiers fell down, and expired on the spot. The road was 
also covered with the carcases of Turks, and draft bullocks which they 
had killed. These animals had dragged some hundreds of armed wag- 
gons, which had been brought with a design to enclose the Russians m 
their i ntrenchments. 

General Louis, at the head of three thousand cavalry of the Ismail 
corps,, covered the march of the infantry, and frequently harrassed the 
Albanians in their flight, though he was continually repulsed by nume- 
rous bodies of Turkish horse : he was sometimes, indeed, obliged to re- 
treat to the infantry, to be protected, in his turn, by their artillery. Oa 
quitting the wood, they were overtaken by a heavy shower of rain, which, 
though attended with some inconvenience, served to refresh the troops, 
^\l6 to slacken the retreat of the Turks; the weight of whose long robes 
increased, in proportion to the water they had imbibed : and, as they 
used small pockets, instead of cartridge-boxes,, their powder was moist- 
ened, and rendered unfit for use. 

The Russians had no sooner gained the open country, than they wer« 
Cannonaded by three batteries, which the Turks had raised on a height 2 
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And from whose fire the former sustained considerable loss. But when 
Lieutenant-General Suworow ordered his troops to attack the batteries, 
they were inspired by his command^ and soon became masters of them. 

The body of troops, which was collected to make head against the 
grand army of the Turks, amounted to twelve thousand men. Being 
ranged, in order of march, they advanced against the enemy, on a plain 
which rose with a gentle acclivity. The janissaries and Spahis instantly 
attacked the right wing of the Russians, who repulsed them with great 
loss. But, though the janissaries renewed the attack, with a fury ap<« 
proaching to madness, with a sabre in one hand, and a poniard in tne 
other, all their efforts were vain : — at length, after a bloody contest, they 
fled in different parties, and were pursued, with added destruction, bj 
the Russian cavalrv. 

Some detachments of infantry, in making a movement to the rights 
discovered, behind the high ground, the Turkish cump, which wai^ 
placed in a bottom, near the small town of Kosludgi, and at the dis- 
tance of a little mile from the wood. This circumstance was no sooner 
. known, than General Suworow resolved to attack.it; but, from the ne- 
cessary rapidity of the manoeuvre, the greater part of the artillery was 
left behind, and the troops hastened to the service with no more than 
eight field-pieces. But, after a few minutes firing from the height, the 
Turks took to flight, and their camp was speedily evacuated. 

It was one of the most beautiful camps the Turks had formed. The 
tents were new ; and all decorated, after their fashion, with the pictured 
distinctions of their different companies, which they denominate odtu ; 
with lions, stags, horses, and elephants. Contrary to their usual custom^ 
^theyhad left the whole standing, without the least injury, and with all 
its valuable appendages; so that the Russians possessed themselves of aa 
immense booty. 

On the other aide of the camp, there was some high ground, which 
General Suworow was determined to occupy, as it commanded the sur- 
rounding country. He proceeded, therefore, with three squadrons of 
hussars, and ordered the rest of his troops to follow. The hussars had no 
Booner gained the height, than they were, ver}*^ unexpectedly, cannon- 
aded, by some very heavy artillery, from a wood which was* before them. 
Tlie general, therefore, ordered Major Porfintiew to take three compa- 
nies of infantry, and possess himself of that position. He accordingly' 
discomfited the Turks, took their cannon, and the troops maintained 
their post. 

In this battle, which 'was fought on the 11th of June, the Turks lost 
three thousand men, some hundred prisoners, forty pieces of artillery, 
and eighty standards, with their superb camp. They were commanded 
by the Aga of the janissaries, the Reis effendi, and several bachas. 

Soon after this victory, Lieutenant-General Suworow was attacked by 
a rery alarming return of his fever ; and he became so weak, that he was 
not only unalile to mount his horse, but it was with great difficulty that 
he could stand without assistance. He, therefore, quitted his division, 
and went to Bucharest, to re-establish his health. He had designed, on 
his recovery, to repair to General Count Tolitkow, who commanded be- 
fore Ruschuck : biit, in the mean time, peace was concluded. 

After he had been to take leave of Field-Marshal Romanzow, at Fok- 
schani, he returned to Russia ; but, on his arrival at Jassy, he received, 
an order, from Petersburg, to proceed, with all possible haste, to Mos- 
cow, to assist Prince Wolgonski, commander-in-chief in Moscovy ; 
where he was commissioned to appease the interior troubles of that part 
of the empire. 
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CHAP. IV. 

7%e Pursuit of PngaUchew^ who is made Prisoner. 

LIEUTENANT-Gene.ral Suwomw arrived at Moscow in thfe tdotifh 
of August, 1774; but in the first conversation he had with Prince Wdli* 
gonski, he perceived that his presence was not necessary in that city ; 
and accordingly set oflP on a tour through the interior parts of the empire* 

In the course of it he paid a visit to th« General-in-Chief Count Pa^ 
nin, who was employed to compose the disturbances that prevailed \u 
that part of the kingdom. At this time, Panin had deceived itistractiot]& 
from Petersburg respecting Suworow ; in consequence of which tbb 
latter was invested with full power, to act on all occasions as should seetH 
best for the advantage of his Sovereign ; and special directions were dis* 
patched to all commanders of troopa, as well as governors of the adjdin^' 
mg provinces, to «ubmit themselves, without reserve, to the orderis df 
Lieutenant-CSeneral Suworow. 

Her Imperial majesty also condescended to honour him with a lettet; 
written by herself, to testify the satisfaction which ^he derived from^i^ 
zeal and activity in her service. 

On the very day wheti he received these appointments, he quitted Con tit 
Paoin, under an escort of fifty men ; and took his route by Arsamad, 
Penza, and Saratow, where he obtained more positive information as to 
the service on which he wa§ to be employed. 

A short time before, the rebel, or as Suworow used himself to callfaim, 
the robber Pugatschew, after having forcibly carried off some hundreKl 
men, and all the draft horses, had quitted this part of the tocratry t6 
proceed to Zarizyn. The general was therefore under the necessity df 
embarking his escort on the Wolga for that place, while he marched 
along the bank with the small number of horses which he had been able 
to procure. 

In his route, fronJ' Peuza, he fell in with several tfmall corps Whicft 
had been raised by private gentlemen. He also occasionally encountered 
bodies of troops who espoused the cause of Pugatschew ; but they nevef 
attempted to attack him ; and, as he had so few people with him, he did 
not venture to attack them. Xhe rebel had often been beat and put to 
-flight, but he as often re-appeared with recruited power. His force at 
Baratow consisted of about eight thousand men, consisting in a great 
measure of ill-armed peasants. Among these there were but a thousand 
Tegular infantry, with about twelve pieces of artillery, four regiments of 
Cossacs of the Don, and three hundred Cbssacs of Uralsk, who alone re- 
mained faithful to him, out of a large body of them, whidh had been ta 
the beginning attached to his cause. 

At Zarizyn, the general met Colonel Michelson, who had very lately- 
gained fresh and very considerable advantages, in an engagement with 
Pugatschew ; in which the regular infantry, who had never been sincer^ 
in the cai^se of that insurgent, and the greatest part of the peasants had 
surrenderee! : so that his force consisted then only of the Cossacs of' 
Uralsk, with some bands of peasants; with which he took refuge in th^ 
extensive heaths of that country. 

Thither Suworow was resolved to follow him, nor to quit th» pur- 
suit till he had secured him. As Colonel Michelson had, in the last 
engagement, taken a great number of horses, they served to mount 
three hundred infantry ; with which, two squadrons of regular troops^ 
two hundred Cossacs, and two field-pieces, Suworow passed the Wotgd« 
at Zarizyn, and ascended the river to the large village of Michedowkac 
which is situated over against the town of Deuitrowska*. As the iu« 
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habitants of t|jis village had swerved from their fidelity, the general- 
seized fifty pair of bullocks, on a pretence that he wanted them for the 
transport of his baggage ; but his real object was to provide for his sqb«« 
Siistence during his march through a long tract of heathy unproductive, 
country, where it would not be possible to procure sufficient provisions 
to maiiftain his detachment for five days. 

Oq the following day they began their march through these immeBse- 
deserts, where there were n^^ither habitations, nor roads, nor any tracQ » 
of civihzed life. In the day they were obliged to direct their course by 
the sun, and at night the stars were guides. Besid,es, the heat refliected. 
by the sands was insufferably oppressive, nor could they find a tree or 
taicket to afford them its hospitable shade ; they were therefbre obliged 
to pursue their journey during the night. To their other inconveniences^ 
they were compelled to lessen the allowance of provisions, as they diet 
not know how long it might be before they should receive a fresh supply^ 

They directed their course to the little river Gerslau, on whose banks 
a few trees are scattered, and from thence to jthe five lakes of Saitsch. 
There the general fell in with Major Count Mellin, with a f€;w hundred 
men, emi Colonel illoweiski, with a regiment of Cossacs, and Mar- 
timianow, a chief of the Cossacs of Uralsk, who had not taken part witk 
the insurgents, with a hundred of his people. The droops had left 
i^rizyn before Suworow's arrival at that place. On their route through, 
the desert they had met several ~ bands of peasants, attached to the 
pisrty of Pugatschew ; and, having convinced them of their error, had 
sent them back to their country without effbsion of blood. 

They arrived at the confluence of two rivers, Usa, which flow into a 
large lake. This spot, which is in the midst of*the heaths of Uralsk, 
was covered with wood, and thither, according to the report of somepea« 
sants who had quitted him, Pugatschew was endeavouring to retire* 
The Russian troops amounted to about a. thousand men, well provided 
with field-pieces ; while Pugatschew's force was now reduced to three 
hundred^ The general accordingly distributed his people into various 
paities, in order to seek; him out, and to, cut him off from all possibility 
of escape. They were already upon his track, in the thickest part of 
jthe wood, when the hermits, many of whoqi are scattered about this 
country, and support themselves by fishing, gave information that 
Pugatschew had arrived there that morning, and that some of his own 
people had bound him hand and foot, and taken him to Uralsk. 

Pugatschew had flattered himself that he should have been able to 
persuade such of the Cossacs as appeared to be attached to his cause to 
accompany him to the lake of Aral, beyond the Caspian sea, and unite 
themselves to the Karakalpaks, a wandering horde of Kirgis,-Kay ; but 
when they heard of the troops that were in pursuit of him, they were 
alarmed at the danger which threatened themselves, apd took the reso- 
lution to deliver him up at Uralsk. 

General Suworow now ordered all the parties to be called in, and 
set off for Ur^^lsk. During the night they lost their way, and fell isK 
with the Kirkfis, a nation known for their invincible courage ; many 
bands of which were scattered about those deserts. Thby are strangers 
to fear, and though they were far inferior iq numbers to the Russijaus; 
they did not hesitate to attack them. Twenty of these people were 
slain ; ajt the sam^ time many of the Kussians were wounded with theii' 
arrows, and the Count Marimouitch, aide-»de-camp, and a few others,| 
lost their lives. 

The.general hastened pp wards, accompanied by such as had activitj 
sufficient to keep pace with him ; and, in a few days, they arrived at 
{Jralsk. Colonel Simonow^ who was the commaudant of the town, had 
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already taken Pu^atschew int6 his custody, and now delivered him up 
to Suworow. 

This insurgent had, at one time, collected such a force, and was fol- 
lowed with such enthusiasm, that, if his understanding had l>een equal 
to his courage, and his moderation had kept pace with his power, he 
Inight certainly have possessed himself^ of Moscow, and made the Im* 
perial Catharine tremble on her throne. Many stories are related of 
him which we are not required to repeat. We shall only add, that he 
was aCossac, and born iu a village on the river Don ; and, as it is re* 
latedy having in his early youth assisted a young woman in cotiducting 
her horses to drink in the river, she accompanied her acknowledgments 
with a declaration that he would one dav be emperor. This prophetic 
compliment is said to have worked up his enthusiastic mind, and, by 
inflaming his ambition, to have produced the extraordinary circum- 
stances of his life. 

General Suworow, having got possession of Pugatschew, he accom- 
panied in person the troops that escorted him, on his rei^i oval from . 
Uralsk. During a certain part of the way, he was enclosed in a cage, 
placed on a carnage ; but was afterwards removed to a waggon, along 
with his son, a boy of twelve years of age, who inherited, and at that 
early period displayed, the turbulent qualities of his father. At length 
they arrived at Sinsbirsk, a town on the Wolga, when Suworow delivered 
up his prisoner to Count Pi^nin, who ordered him to be conveyed to 
Moscow ; where he suffered the punighment due to his crimes. 

During the absence of Count Panin at Moscow, the general remained 
at Sinsbirsk, and took the command of the army. It amounted to . 
eighty thousand men, who were in winter quarters, in different cautons 
upon the Wolga ; in the province of Orenbourg, and iu the govern- 
ments of Casna and Penza. 

In the spring of the year 1775, the general joined his corps on the 
frontiers. He afterwards went by the way of Samara to Orenbourg^ 
where General Monsurow commanded, and of which General Keins- 
dorf was governor, with whom he had a particular conference. As he 
was on his return by Ufa, he received the very unexpected informatiou» 
that a successor of the rebel Pugatschew, named Sametriow, bad ap- 
peared on the borders of the Caspian sea. This man had frequently 
pillaged the Turks, and once seized several trading vessels, with some 
pieces of artillery. He made incursions by sea and by land, and had 
approached to Astracan, on the side of the lake Aral. 

Measures were accordingly taken to put a stop to his career ; and 
the general dispatched two battalions, with some artillery and dragoons, 
down the Wolga for that purpose. At the same time he communicated 
the necessary intelligence to the governor of Astracan, • 

Semetriow had been a private foot soldier, was afterwards advancefd, 
tnd had deserted. He possessed both talents and courage, but the 
means of employing them to any great extent had not been afforded 
him. He had never collected more than three hundred followers, 
and when they found th^t he was in danger of being seized by the troopi 
that pursued him, they abandoned him to his fate. 

The peace was celebrated, during the summer of this yefir, at Mos- 
cow ; and Lieutenant-General Suworow received, on that occasion, a 
sword, enriched with diamonds. During the following winter he wf nt 
to Moscow, and arrived there at the time when the empress was pre? 
paring to leave it. He was now advanced to the command of the 
Pjitersburg division, but he remained some timj^ Qt Moscow, for th^ 
A^perintend^DC^ of his private affairs. 



f . 



> ' 



OF SUWOROW. 49 



CHAP. V. / 

Suworotvs Operations in Cuban, A new Khan established there. 

IN November, 1776» Suworow received a commission for the Crimcii, 
ivhere Lieutenant-General Prince Prosor6w8ki then was. He arrived 
there in December, and took the command of a corps, which was stationed 
in winter cfuarters, in the environs of Perekop, 

The empress had fixed on Schaim Ghiray, as Khan of the Crimea, in 
the place of Dev let Ghiray. The former waH then in the wilds of Cu- 
ban, among the Tartars of No^ay. In February, 1777, he came from 
,Taniann, by the strait of Caffa, towards Jeuicole, in the Crimea. 
Suworow received him under the walls of Perecop, In March, he ad- 
vanced against the troops of Devlet Ghiray, and, without striking a 
blow, entirely dispersed them, by his rapid marches in the neighbour- 
hood of Karasbasar and Achmetschet, where he posted niniself with his 
corps. Devlet Ghiray fled across the Black Sea to Constc^ntinople, and 
Schaim Ghiray was proclaimed Khan. 

In the course of the Summer, Suworrow was again attacked with ,a 
fever, and removed to a distance from the Crimea, on account of the 
climate. He went to Pultava, and fell dangerously ill of an inflamma- 
tory fever, from which he did not recover till the end of the autumn. 

In December he took the command of the corps of Cuban, where he 
Arrived by Rostow, Azof, and Juy. This corps consisted of five regi- 
ments of infantry, with their field-pieces, and twelve pieces of heavy ai^ 
tillery, ten squadrons of drai^oons, twenty squadrons of hussars, and 
five regiments of Cossacs. They were distributed partlj^ under an old 
fort, called Koppyl, partly in an iutrenchment, near Tarmar on the 
Black Sea, and the rest in the wilds of Tamann, as far as Azof, in in- 
trenchments and redoubts of communication ; in each of which a com- 
pany was posted, with two pieces of cannon, to defend themselves 
against the banditti of Circassia. 

These nations, who inhabit the left bank of the Cuban, and are gene«- 
raljy known under tli£ name of Circassians, aredivided into various tribes. 
They are called great and little Abasciaus, Circassians, {whose country 
is celebrated for the beauty of the women,) Schaptschiks, Attukays^ 
Temirgois, Cassaiens, and Barays. The little Abascians are altogether 
pagans, and the rest, though Mahometans by profession, retain many 
pagan ceremonies, in some degree, blended with those of Christianity. 
Behind the Attukays are the Tartar Naurusis, among whom are many 
poor sultans of the race of Gerigis, and a greater number of that of 
Chaban-Sultan. They are descended from a shepherd and a sultana 
who was poisoned, but nevertheless have not lost their title. All these 
tribes live in perfect anarchy* , 

Their wants, however, unite them in bands of from ten to one hundred, 
and sometimes five hundred men. They are strong and courageous, 
and are provided with fire-arms, sabres, and bows and arrows. They 
often come and pillage even the habitations of the Cossacs of the Don; 
and, when a few of their number are killed, return home, keeping al- 
ways, on the defensive. They are good marksmen, and so swift, that it 
is very difficult to take any of them. Their chief object in their in- 
cursions is to make prisoners, whom they sell for slaves to the Turks, or 
employ them in agriculture. Batyr Ghiray, elder brother of the reign^ 
ing khan, i}ad above one hundred of these slaves, whom he maintained 
with gr^at care, in a village beyond the Cuban. 

They infested the public roads, and sometimes even surprised the sol- 
diers^ Parties^ indeed, had been sent to make reprisals on the leA 
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bank of the Cuban, but it was difficult to distinguish the innocent 
from the guilty. Hence Suworow thought it expedient to cover all 
the right bank of that river with works, l^rom its mouth to the lines 
of Caucasus, which had before been fortified, were small fortresses 
at intervals of ten miles, with, intermediate forts of lesser dimensions. 
These works were merely repaired, and this undertaking Suworow and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fock completed, without any engineer whatever. 
They each employed fifteen hundred men, and, as the whole winter pass* 
ed away without snow or cold in Cuban, the work was finished in six 
weeks. They were indeed frequently interrupted by sudden attacks of 
the Circassians, though often with insignificant forces ; but pn some oc- 
casions the enemy fell on them in numbers, and as many as fifty raeir 
remained upon the field. AVhen the works were completed, the incur* 
sions of the Turks became more rare, though they still continued to, mo* 
lest them, and the Cossacs suffered the least in these attacks. 

In May, 1778, Prince Prosorowski left the Crimea for Petersburg, 
and Suworow took the command of the corps in that peninsula, and of 
the troops distributed over the country, as far us the Dnieper; forming 
together a body of sixty thousand men, und^r the command of Field- 
Marshal Romanzow. At that time, Lieutenant^GeneralTekelli com<» 
onanded in the Ukraine, and Lieutenant-General Rhechefski in Poland, 
The Porte viewing the elevation of Schaim Ghiray, by no means with an 
iodiffereflt eye, made preparations for war, and sent considerable num* 
t>ers of troops into Moldavia, who were assembled near Schotin* They 
also ordered out a fleet of one hundred and sixty sail, fifteen of which 
were of the Tine, under the orders of the celebrated Hassan, Captain-Pa« 
cha, and of Alibey of Natolia. Suworow now fortified several peninsulas 
of the Crimea, and even caused intrenchments to be made in the 
mountains. 

Although the principal troubles in the Crimea were appeased, the 
Turks still bad eight or ten small ships before Achtiar, now called 8e* 
bastiopolis. They had arrived there during the winter, with the design 
io excite an insurrection among the Tartars. To get rid of them at once, 
Suworow went on horseback to reconnoitre along the shore, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Backtschisarey, accompanied by the Khan. Having ob*- 
served the most essential points, he extended his troops during the night 
along the two sides of the bason, and fortified the mouth of the port, 
X)av put a stop to their lalK>ur8, which were resumed in the following 
night. The pretext for these operations was, that the Turks, having 
disembarked to bring their cattle on shore, had killed a Cossac who ap- 
proached them ; and that a packet had been detained at Constantinople, 
The Tuik? perceiving there was a design to blockade them, quitted the 
port daring the night, and went out to sea. These transactions took 
place in July. 

The grand fleet of the Turks, which was still at sea, sent two deputies 
lishore, who, immediately on landing, made a formal protest, in the namcf 
p( their commander, against the entrance of the Russians into the Cri« 
mea, and more especially against the presence of the Russian fleet in the 
Slack Sea ; and expressed themselves with great severity, calling the 
Kussian fleet corsairs, ' as that sea belonged exclusively to the Grand 
Seignior. 

Suworow received these deputies with the greatest politeness, and at their 
departure delivered to them and to the Khan an answer in writing, of 
vhich the substance was, that the Tartar government had demanded of 
the empress, the aid of Russian troops, and that consequently that gor 
vernment had no occasion for the assistance of the Txirks ; that the Rusv 
iian 0eet cruis^ in tbose seas for their safety ; and thfit as to the name 
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of corsair, used by the Turkish admiral, he was responsible for that in- 
sult to his master, the Grand Seignior, who was the friend of Russia. 

During their stay on shore, the deputies perceived, with much surprise 
and uneasiness, the fortiGcations erected in variods places ; and, shortly 
After their departure, in August, the whole of the Turkish fleet appeared 
off the coast of the Crimea. It.extended from K«rrschi to Kaslow, and 
the little Russian fleet remained in the neighbourhood of Jenikala* 
The Turkish fleet were in want of fresh water, and were desirous of pro- 
curing some on shore ; but were prevented by Russian picquets, who were 
posted at every point, and ready to fire upon them* This refusal was 
given under a pretence, that the dryness of the season occasioned a want 
of water among the inhabitants ; so that the admiral was not allowed to 
procure fresh water for himself, SUworow had given strict orders on 
this subject, because he thought it might, perhaps, be an artifice of the 
Turks to s^nd men on shore. 

A fortnight after,* the whole Turkish fleet once more gained the ofi** 
ing, atid retired to Constantinople. 

Suworow had been ordered by his court to transplant some Greek 
And Armenian Christians from the Crimea into Russia. Among these 
were^ many persons of property, who paid a considerable revenue to the 
Khan. This delicate commission, therefore, required considerable ciiv 
Cumspection, and as two ministers of the Khan strongly opposed the mea<* 
sure, Suworow placed a guard before their houses, with can^non, until 
they should desist. The metropolitan of the Greeks, the chief of the 
Armenians, and the curate of the Catholics, perfectly coincided in the 
views of Suworow, and in the space of a month the Christians abandoned 
their dwellings, and emigrated with their property and cattle to Russia, 
where they established themselves in the government of Catherinoslow. 
This colony consisted of about twenty thousand men. Suworow pro- 
cured for tnem as many post horses as possible, and other conveniences 
for travelling, distributing to the poor a ducat each, previous to their 
departure. 

In October, Suworow placed his troops in winter quarters, and having 
confided the command of the corps of Cuban, to Major«>General Kayser, 
remained himself at Kaslow. 

lu the course of the summer, the A ttuk ays attacked them with a few 
hundred men, with an intention of surprising and carrying ofl^ the horses 
of a squadron of hussars, which were at pasture. The captain of the 
squadron opposed them with his men on foot, who defended themselves 
with their carbines: but the Attukays used their rifle-barrelled guns so 
skilfully, that the whole squadron were cut to pieces. The infantry, 
who were intrenched, took no part in this aflkir, because their command- 
ers were at variance ;— the usual fate of small detachments, when em- 
ployed without suflicient precautions. In other respects every thing 
Succeeded perfectly well in that quarter, and the Circassians werere- 
pulsed with loss in almost every engagement. Colonels Harobom and 
Stoeritsch attacked the great Abascians, and the territory of the Attii^i- 
kays, with success. Although both sides sustained loss, that of th^ 
enemy was much t fie greatest, and the Russians succeeded in their ob-^ 
ject of making their frontiers respected. 

In the spring of 1779j Suworow took the field with a large body of 
troops, and established himself near Karasubasar, where he made them 
perform several manoeuvres. Towards the month of June, the Port^ 
acknowledged Schaim Ghiray as Kahn of the Tartars of the Crimea^ b^ 
a treaty concluded Ivetween the Russians and the Turks. Thir wiMl 
what Russia demanded. The Grand Seignior, as Calif, sent Khttai 
sabre and a cafton, which the latter accepted; but, contrary to custom^ 
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would not permit the deputies to put them on him, but ordered both the 
tveapon and the dress to be placed in his cabinet. 

At the end of June, the Russian troops marched from ther!rimea and 
Cuban on their return to Russia, The forts were abandoned, and the 
troops were reviewed and inspected in the various camps. Only a few 
thousand men were left in the environs of Kinburn and Jenikala, and 
the An lie Counsellor Constantinow remained with ihe Khan, under the 
title of Charge d'Affaires. 

At Pultava, Suworow receiyed the command of the troops of Littli 
Russia, where the empress, as a testimony of her approbation, gave him 
m snuff-box, with her portriat set in diamonds. — Here he did not con- 
tinue long, as he received orders^ at the' beginning of the winter, to re- 
turn to Petersburg. 

He was received there with the greatest attention, and the court gave 
him the command of a secret expedition on the Caspian Sea. The em- 
press presented him with the star of the Order of Alexander, embellished 
whh diamonds. It was the same she had herself worn on a habit of 
that order. 

In March, 1780, Suworow went to Astracan, where he made the neces- 
sary dispositions, and procured the most exact information respecting 
Persia ; in which empire, some troubles had arisen, and a bloody war 
Commenced between the Khans, after the death of Nadir Scbah. He 
ireconnoitered the Seven Months of the Wolga and the neighbouring 
coasts of the Caspian : but the expedition did not take place, although 
the corps and troops were already set down in the war-list for that service*. 
Suworow remained some months at Astracan, after which he received the 
command of the division of Casan, in which province he arrived in 178i» 
and continued there a considerable time. 



CHAP. VL 

7%£ Tartars take the Oath of Allegiance to Russia* — Expedition against 

the Nogays beyond the Cuban, 

THE Sultan Mahomet Ghiray, being a sworn enemy to the Khan 
Schaim Ghiray, although his nearest relation,, stirred up the Tartars 
against the Klian, who was then in his capital. This revolt broke out 
in autumn, and the Khan fled, accompanied by his most faithful servants 
to KafFa, where he embarked, and arrived by the sea of Azof, at Petrowsk, 
a Russian fortress, built on the northern coasts 

Towards the end of 1782, Prince Potemkin arrived at Cherson, wit6 
a commission from the empress ; and, having sent for Suworow, together 
with the division of Casan, had an interview with the Khan at Petrowsk, 
and immediately set off for Petersburg. 

The Khan returned to Balktschisarey, accompanied by a considerable 
number of Russian troops, and the troubles were very speedily appeased. 
The Dfkalcoutents had proclaimed his eldest brother, Batyr Ghiray, khan 
in his place. The other brother, Arslar Ghiray, who commanded in Cu- 
ban, as seraskier of the Tartars of Nogay, was at that time with his elder 
brother in the Crimea ; and both they and their suites were carried off 
' by the Russians, who after keeping them prisoners for some time, em- 
barked them on the Cuban, and restored them their liberty ; so that the 
whole terminated witnoat much effusion of blood. But the rebel chief, 
Mahomet Ghiray, being arrested^ was stoned, by order of the Khan, 
und several other Tartars, who persisted in their rebellion, were punished 
.^ith death. 
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Suworow now set off for Saint Demetrius, and for.Azo^ where ht 
ao^ain took the commaud of the Cuban, at the beginning of the winter*. 
The corps consisted of twelve battalions, with their artillery and heavy 
Qeld-pieces, twenty squadrons of dragoons, sis regiments of Cossacs, 
and the remainder of the militia of the Don, under their commander^ 
Iloweiski. 

At the end of May, Prince Potemkin again went to Cherson, sent • 
for Sviworow, deliberated with him, and returned to Saint Demetrius. 

Six corps were now set on foot, besides two in Poland, to ^keep the 
Turks in awe. The first of these corps was stationed at Kotmisch, uu-^ 
(]er the command of Prince Repnin ; the second, at Humann, under 
Count Sol tikow; the third, as a body of reserve, in Little Russia; the 
fourth, as a troop of execution, in the Government of the Crimea, under 
Prince Potemkin himself; the fifth, was that of Cuban, under Suwo* 
row ; and the sixth, in Caucasus, under Paul Potemkin. 

The rendezvous of Suworow's troops was under the fortress of Jay, 
fifteen miles from Azof, in the wilds of Cuban. He hastened the assem* 
hlage of his regiments, several of which had considerable marches to 
perform, some coming from distant quarter^ near the Don, and others 
from the lines (if Caucasus. 

In the course of June, part of the troops having arrived in the neigh« 
bourhpod of Jay, Suworow sent a proclamation, inviting the tribes of 
the Tartar hordes of Nogay to cohie and see him, treated them as old 
acquaintance, and gave them a grand gala in the wildi>; at which above 
three thousand Nogay Tartars were present. Their behaviour was 
friendly, and they returned home the following day. 

As the troops arrived, they were sent forward without loss of time, to 
occupy with redoubts, the lines from Jay, as far as Tamann, where the 
principal points of Kopyl and Turkey were. Suworow remained near 
Jay, with four battalions and their field-pieces, ten squadrons of dra- 
goons, and two regiments of Cossacs. 

On the 28th of June, which was the anniversary of the accession of 
the empress, the Nogay hordes again assembled, with a numerous traia 
of attendants, in consequence of being invited to the feast. They came 
tp the number of five or six thousand, and the whole of the country 
round Jay was covered with their tents. 

Schaim Ghiray, khan of the Nogay Tartars, now abdicated his dig- 
nity, at the same time notifying to the Tartars ; 1st. That he had come 
to that resolution of his own accord ; 2d. That they were at liberty to 
choose his successor ; dd. That he was determmed to live and die among 
them. Prince Potemkin immediately published a manifesto from the 
empress, with a supplement in his own name, ordering all the Tartars to 
take the oath of fidelity to the empress. These manifestoes were also 
sent into the Cuban, a little before the 20th of June. 

On this occasion, the troops were distributed in {[Proper order, and in 
several divisions in the environs of Jay ; and, when divine service was 
concluded, the Nt>gay chiefs assembled, and in the presence of Suworow » 
publicly swore, on the Koran, fidelity and homage to the empress. They 
afterwards went to their tribes,^ and made them take the same ojith. The 
^hoie of this ceremony was performed with the greatest solemnity, 
amidst the continual discharge of artillery, and songs of joy. Several of 
the Tartars received appointments in the Russian service, the oldest be- 
ing made staffofHcers, and some others subalterns. 

iVhen the whole was concluded, a grand feast was given, in an im- 
mense open place, in the wilds. The guests were seated on the ground,, 
in the manner of the Tartars, and distributed in a number of small 
groups, ail placed according to their rank. ThedioDer consistedi priii* 
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GtpaDj^y of boiled and roa^t meat: a kundred oxen, and eiglit hnndrecf 
sheep, were killed on the occasion ; and as the laws of the Tartars did liot 
petmit them to drink wine, bat only "Sago brandy, fire hundred eitners 
(thirty-two thousand prints) of that liquor were provided, and the company' 
allowed to drink at pleasure ; besides which, English porter was served 
to the chiefs, who dined at Suworow*s table. This party drank healthr 
ia a large cap, which was handed roond the table, accompanied by drs* 
charges of cannon, and continual cries of joy, and of " IJrrah and Al- 
lah !" The other companies did the same, and mitth and happiueisf 
prevailed thronghodt the scene. Kussians and Tartars were mingled 
together^ and, after dinner, races were pef formed, on all sides, betweert 
the Tartars and th6 Cossacs. Some of the Tartars died, in consequence 
of drinking to excess ; which they consider as an honor r in- their great 
fessts. In the evening, a second feast was served, which contuiued great 
part of the night. 

A similar entertainment was given the following day, the 29th of 
JiHie, which was that of St. Peter and St. Paul, the graqd duke*s pa- 
tron, when a breafkfast wa^s given, after which, the Tartars took their 
leave era'b^acing the Russians as brethren. 

Immediately after the oath had been taken, Suworow sept a courier to' 
Prince Potemkin, with this act of faith and homage of the Tartars* 
'f hose of the Crimea soon followed their example. 

When the Nogays were returned to Jay, their first step was to admi-« 
ntster the same oath to their tribes, in the presence of the Russian dtaff' 
aiid^ other officers. 

Soon after, Suworow received a letter from the empress to the follow-' 
ing effect : 

TV our Lieutenant-General de Suworow^ 

'^ la the aiff^rs confided to your care, and particularly in the commis- 
aroH you have borne, under the direction of our General Prince Potem,- ' 
kin, for the re-union of the various nations of the Russian empire, yoir 
have shewn a zeal and activity for our service, which has excited our par- 
ticular attention and favour. Willing to give you a public testimony of' 
our approbation, we hereby grant you the grand cross of the equestrian 
order of Saint Wolodimir, of the first class, of which we send you thl^ 
decorations. We command you to receive, and wear them, according to 
the statutes. We are, affectionately, Catherine.'* 

Czarcoseio, Jufy'ZS^ 1783. 

As the constancy of the Nogays was wholly uncertain^ and could not 
be relied on, it was proposed to move all their tribes by small degrees, to * 
the waste lands of Uralsk, and disarm them whenever an opjiortunity 
should offer. A very extensive cordon was formed from the river of Jay " 
to the middle of the Don; and, in Ihe course of July, all the Tartars' 
of Nogay assembled near Jay. 

Here it will be proper to speak more at large of this natibn, so cele-- 
brated in the ancient times; a nation, with whom, five hundred years' 
ago, Grengis Khan conquered Asia, as far as the confines of China ; and ' 
amoDg whom Tamerlane was born. The Nogay Tartars pretend to 
come from the Usbecks. Tschutschi, eldest son of Gengis Khan, be-*' ' 
ing, with his brothers, in China, at the siege of a fortress, was repri- 
manded, by his fafher, for some' faults committed there. Enraged af 
this^ he fled to the Kuptschacs, and, though they already had a khan, 
took part in the government, in which he shewed great penetration.' He* 
afterwards continued as sovereign over this nation, who, at that time, had 
in their power the greater part of Russia; their frontiers extending' alongf' 
the.Wolga^ as fai as Penza, Arsantas, and the ^reat forest of Muron, 
irtiere iDtreacbmentt'ttfe ttill tabe-seeo. He built ff rend^tice tar Uiki^ 
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iielf^ 9t Sarayscheck, on the river Aktoban, uine miles from the rich 
Hnd extensive city of ' Jarizin, for which purpose he sent for architecU 
from Moscow* The ruins of some of the streets, and large squares, 
where the Russian princes were obliged to pay their tribute, are still in 
fxist^nce. The successors of Tschutschi governed with moderatign, and 
jdid Qpt interfere in matters of religion ; the patriarch retained hisautho- 
fity, and the laws were on the same footing as l^fore. The Russian 
princes continued to submit to the Kuptschacs till the time pf the cele- 
brated Mamay, who was, properly, a grand vizir among the Tartars; 
and who, having carried his arms into the interior of Russia, within (if- 
ieen wersts of Moscow, wus completely beaten, and repulsed by the 
•great Prince Demetrius Douskoy. From that period, intestine division, 
find epidemic disorders, successively depopulated their hordes; which, 
ioriginally, consisted of several hundred thousands; At length, the 
Czar Iwan Walsilowitsch, who made himself master of the kingdoms of 
Kasan and Astracan, repulsed these Tartars in the wilds of Uralsk, be- 
hind t[ie Wolga ; and, towards the close of the last century, several of 
them, traversing the wilds of Cuban, fled through tbe Crimea, to take 
refuge in Bessarabia, and placed themselves under the protection of 
the Turks. ' 

Bady Khan, second son of Gengis, was to bring all the rest of Russia 
4entirely under subjection to him. Hf treated the princes who submitted 
with great moderation, but was extremely rigorous toward those wh# 
resisted his authority. The celebrated Grand Duke, Alexander Newski 
de Wolodimir refused to wait on him when he passed, and as he peiw 
sisted in his refusal three times, he was required to make satisfaction bjr 
tire-ordeaL This he also refused, and went to the Khan, saying, *' I am 
willing to acknowledge you as sovereign, but cannot honour your goda, 
as i only believe in one." The Khan was so well satisfied with this firn^ 
$inswer, that he left the prince in possession of his estates, and afterwards 
iidded to them. 

This Khan traversed Poland, and his army advanced as far 9s the froui* 
tiers of Silesia. Wherever these Nomades passed^ they left colonies ber 
bind them, branches of which are still to be found near Mohcow, and in 
JBoland. From them are descended the families of Beliak and Korizki. 

Tbe tribes of the Nogay Tartars were distinguished by the followii^ 
names : — the Upper and Lower Gedissans, the Great and Little Tshani* 
burluks, the Gedischkulers to the right and left, the Kuptschacs, and 
the Akermans. These last had been much diminished by a violent epi- 
demical disorder, which prevailed among them when they emigrated from 
Besciarabia to Cuban, in the last war. These nations, who were once ao 
formidable, and who were able to send a hundred thousand cavalry inte 
the field, are now reduced to less than one-thjrd of their ancient popular 
tioo. They have always continued to pursue a pastoral life ; living on the 
produce of their flocks, and eat rice instead of bread ; as they began very . 
late to cultivate wheat. Their dress is very simple ; and a new sheep's 
skin serves them for holiday clothes. They have few good flre-arms, 
And, in general, make great use of bows and arrows : they have also ja- 
velins made of a bad kind of wood, which is found in these desarts. Theji 
likewise arm themselves with a sabre, and many of them use their knives 
as poniards. In battle, they also employ large hammers, which they 
ftisten to their hands with a thong of leather. Such was the manner dt 
life of the Nogay Tartars, the descendants of the celebrated Grengis Khan. 

Their march towards the Don, and the wilds of Uralsk, was divided 
into several columns, nuder an escort of Russian troops. At the end of 
July, when they were halfway to the Don, Schaim Ghiray ar^rived 9^t 
Tsuiann, together with his suite, by the strait of JenikaU, where be cir« 
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calated seditious letters, and secretly stii'red tip the Nof^y honleti. 
Hence arose a considerable revolt, and the rebels retired to the river Cu- 
ban, where they met with resistance from those who remained faithful to 
Russia ; among whom the commander of the Gedissans, and old Mus- 
sabeg, chief of the Tschamburluks, deserve to be particularly distin* 
guished. They had many engagements with their countrymen, m which 
much blood was spilt, and Mussabeg himself was severely wounded in 
the neck with a sabre. -* 

Suworow was unwilling to use force for the restoration of tranquillity. 
The Tartars marched against the line of forts ; and, to the number of 
several thousand men, advanced to the camp, without suffering them- 
selves to be broken. On attempting to pass a morass, where an officer 
was posted with a company of fusileers, and a piece of artillery, by whom 
they were resisted, they engaged him, and advanced with their chief^ who 
pressed forward with the utmost fury. The little platoon, howe%'er, de^ 
fended themselves long enough to receive the reinforcement of a squa- 
dron of dragoons, who were encamped at the distance of a mile. An 
hour after. Colonel Telegin, who was at a still greater distance, arrived^ 
in the utmost haste, with'two battalions, who immediately broke the ene- 
piy's ranks^ and defeated and dispersed the Tartars. This engagement 
<:o8t them five hundred men. The post which Colonel Telegin had 
abandoned, was also a ver}^ impoilant (msa; the Nogays took aclvantag^ 
of the opportunity, and several thousand of them traversed the morass; 
and fled into the country of the Temigois, in the Naurus, behind Ihe 
river Cuban ; but being pursued,, they abandoned their immense herds 
of cattle, and removed to a greater distance. . The booty consisted of 
about thirty thousand horses, forty thousand horned cattle, and above two 
hundred thousand sheep. 

Suworow, who was in the middle of the line, made a junction with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Leschtewilsch, inspector- general of the Nogays; 
Here he was informed, that Taw Sultan Mursa had been plotting a new 
conspiracy. This Mursa, governor of the young sultan, who was ne- 
phew, to Schaim Ghiray, was desirous of raising his pupil to the dignity 
of Khan, and had already been the frequent instigator of revolt**. Tlie 
conspiracy soon broke outj and kasanka was the watchword they adoptadw 
They packed up their kihiks (tents), placed the whole on carriagss, to- 
gether with the least of their children, and drove their rattle before theu>» 
having, previous to their departure, massacred the Russians who had 
be(m left to watch them, and who were unable to save themselves by 
flight. The troops of the cordon,. who were the nearest, hatJtened to at- 
tack them, but who were obliged to retreat from the inferiority of their 
numbers. Taw Sultan attacked Jay, at the head of a few thousand men, 
and though repulsed with loss, continued his march towards the river 
Cuban, and collected the rest of the Nogays, as also some of the chiefs 
of those who had continued faithful ; and, among the rest, Halli Effendi, 
with his wife, whom he carried away. Most of the faithful Tartars en- 
camped in the environs of Jay. 

In August, Suworow assembled his troops in one body, near Kopyl^ 
and caused barracks to be prepared for the apprbaching winter^^quarters. 
At the end of the month, the Tartars made an attack beyond the Cuban 
with ten thousand men, and traversed the wilds to fall upon Jay, where 
a sufficient garrison had been left. They attacked the intrench ments» 
during three following days, with so much impetuosity, that they lost 
four hundred men, and had two hundred taken prisoners in a sally. 
They then took to flight, but were unable to cariy off several of theif 
^ tnen who had remain^ behind. 
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In the coarse of September, Prince Potemkin, generalissiino of all th« 
fbrcesv ordered Suworow to arrest Schaim Ghiray, at Tamann, to pat bis 
corps into winter-quarters on tbe Don, and to put an end to the opera^J 
tioQ he intended to undertake against the Nogays. 

The first of these measures did not t^ke place.- Suworow bad already 
left Kopyl when tbe orders arrived, and was under cover in a Wood two 
miles from that place. Major*-General Jelagin was then at Temann with 
Colonel Holle. To him Suworow immediately dispatched a courier, who» 
passing the night at Kopyl, where be was to be joined by the necessary 
escort, was obliged to wait till the next day, because General Philippow 
was in bed, and had, given orders that be should not be disturbed. This 
general gave the courier an escort of about thirty Cossacs, who were cut 
to piecfes on the road, by above a hundred Abascians, and the courier was 
obliged to return. Isaiow, colonel of a regiment of Cossacs, was ordered, 
with the utmost haste, to join Jelagin, near Temann, and he accordingly 
set forward on the march. 

In the night, previous to bis arrival, Schaim Gbiray was informed of 
tbe fate which threatened him, and, having with him a numerous body of 
men, speedily mounted his borse, and, together with his people, hastened 
to tbebdnks of the Cuban, which is but two miles from thence, where he 
found scnne boats, which Jelagin had not removed ; he knowing nothing 
of the project, and having always been treated with politeness by Schaim 
Gbiray. Jelagin and Isaiow pursued him-; but he had already passed 
the river. 'In Vain they called after him, but he answered their solicita- 
tions with excuses, and retired into CiVcassia. 

The detachment, appointed for the exjoeditioti on the left bank of th^' 
Cuban, consisted of sixteen compani^ of infantry, in four phitouns, each ' 
of which had two light field-pieces, sixteen squadron of dragoons, with 
the same number of pieces of artillery, and four regiments of Cossacs. 
The Commanding Officer Iloweiski was ordered to march directly to-/, 
wards the Cuban, with twelvie'regiments of Cossacs, each five hnudr^d 
men strong, and to make a junction with Siiworowat an appointed tifne' 
and place. 

^ This corps Jiad performed a march of thirty miles. They ascended the 
rtgbt baiik of the Cuban, always advancing by night', and in the day' 
trartf halting in tbe woods. They proceeded in the greatest silfeiice, and' ' 
witlidut signals, because the Circassians had strong piqiiets on the left > 
banks, and't'bey were anxious to avoid tliscov^y. For the same'reason, 
Suworbw having beforie m<^.t a Turkisli nntefeenger frooA Sutschuk, replied 
to his enquiries : ^' It is a' small detachment, which renlained behipd, and ' 
which I am conducting tJ6-the corps of Cdcasus.'* 
'The Grand Quaftj^KiMaster Foedorow was on horseback in tbe van, 
and as there was do road aloQg^the bank, be pos*ted t^Yo Cossacs at every 
qtiarter of a leagtti*w ^des; When theyttrrived opposite to tile couhtry ' 
occupied by tbe Attukays^ on the left bank, they fbuud so little w<^Q0y 
that they cortld nottronfeeal* their march. The river, toes was very narriw 
i^that part, and tHe Atttlkaysr fired acrdss it, both with muskets and ' 
bows and arrows.' -Thty old- -Tiot,*- however, much annoy the Russians, 
who Were careful nbt t<J'hri*i^e^ their fire. Towards noon, Suworow 8en,t 
for the Bey who comnrtmdfe4'tbtre, anitf sei^eWly reprimanded him for 
this conduct ; and the Bey dispersed the offenders by driving them away 
#ith whips; As to the- destination' of 'the' trooi)», th^ same explanation 
was given to'the'Btfy^as to the 'Turkish m^essenger froin Sutschuk. 

At length, the -corps approached the river La&i,^bicli Arises in Mount' 
Cyaucasus, in thiibrdvince of Cuban; 'Here theyxhet with no more wood,* * 
and the troops cobcealed themselves, by enOampiin^ in :hgllows ;- -but Wert'* 
not molesied by any enemy whatever. 

n 
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Not far from the bank iv^re some hilki of cousiderahle height. Sv* 
worow ascended them, and perceived some Nogays making hay ; and 
when, he savi^.the distant smoke of their tires, he was fully confirmed in 
the information he had received, that this was the place where ibeNogay 
Tartars were encamped. The Russians halted during the day« In the 
afternoon, Iloweiski, the commanding officer on the Don, joined them, 
according to appointment, with his twelve regiments of Cossacs, and ^% 
dusk they marched towards the right bank of the Cuban, which in that 
part is flat, and 'covered with fine forests* On their arrival the moon 
tbon6 very bright. 

In this place the Cuban is a foil quarter of a mile broad ; and as they 
had no pontopn^, they prepared to ford, or swim across it, and sent for-> 
ward some Cqssacsto find out the fordable parts. The infantry stripped ' 
themselves, and forded .the river naked, carrying their arms and car-* 
tonph boxes on their heads, heing frequently up to their shoulders in 
water. The cavalry took the clothes of the infantry on the .crup|>ers of 
the horses, and carried the ammunition two by two, that the powder 
might net be wetted. Thus they passed the river in coBii)fipies at^ in- 
squadrons ; the horse crossing somewhat higher, to break the , force of thfc 
current. In the middle of the stream was a spacious island, where thev 
halted for a short time, when, in the same order, they gained the, lelt 
bank, which they found very steep, and covered with rocks* Even the 
Cossacs had great difficulty to get ou shore on horseback, and above all 
the dragoons, who carried the ammunition ; and it required great labour 
to hoist up the artillery, and the rest of the baggage, with ropes. The 
infontry climbed op, apddres8e,d themselves, but the banks were so fiill 
ef rocks, tl)at they could scarcely make use of the intrenchtug tool»- 
which they had brought with them. 

All beiu^ now .in order, they began their march.^ Having praceeded 
nearly a mile, they came to a moras9, which it was necessary te pass* 
They ascended the right bank of the Laba, and,, having priKjeeded 
iinother mile, the van guard met a patrole, whom tliey uiade prisoners, 
and who served them as guides^ , 

The next morning they surprbai the Nogays. The Cossacs, whose 
country on the Don that nation had formerly ravaged, now took the most 
dreadful revenge. The massacre continued till noon. This event toolc 
place near an old ruined castle, in the neighbourhood of Kermentschuk* 

After halting an hour, th^ advanced two miles farther. When they 
arrived at the forest of Fariscb, which extends as far as Mount Caucasus,, 
the Russians attacked the rest of the Nogay Tartars. The engagement 
was as vigorous as that of the morningt though many Tartars took t» 
flight as soon as they were ii&formed of this sudden attack. But the 
Termigois and the Nawrus, in whose country this action happened, and. 
who defended the Nogays, suffered a considerable loat. 1 he prince of 
the Ni^wrus was killed, and his daughter led away captive* 

The light troops fought on both banks of the Laba» The engage* 
■lent continued unUl the evening, when tlic victoriout army reposed in 
the field of battle, which was in a plMUt and the next day pursued the> 
enemy to a distance of seme miles, thongh widaout being sible to over* 
take them. The conquerors retwmed ed the following dn^, andrt passed 
the Cuban.. 

From the time of Maaay, of whom we have spoken abov^» and wh» 
vat defeated by Demeriua Donskoy, the Nogays had never been so* 
•everely handled as on this , occasion, which happened on the l^t o£ 
October. In the two battles, about four fhonj^jyad pcnonf, men and< 
ii^foeiHi rasMiAed i^K«ilhe field of kattle^ whidi extended a mile and % . 
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half alon2^ their tents. The Cossdes, according to the cusloui oi those 
aatioQs, carried with them a great iiura&er of young children. 

When the Kussiaos returned to the rit^ht hank of the Cubau^ the 
eomnianding oificer iioweiski returned with his troops towards the Don* 
At chat time the troops had already set oif for Kopyl^ to go into winter 
quarters in the same canton, agreeably to their orders. The corps de- 
tached irom Suworow did the same, aud that general retained only a fevr 
companies of infantry, two pieces of cannon, a squadron of dragoons^ 
and a resriment oFCossacs, with wbich he marched across tlie wilds to the 
fortress of Jay. He had above forty German miles to go, and aiore thaii 
ten rivers t6 cross. In fording these his troops were frequeotly up t0 
their middle io water» and were oblip^ to throw bridges over the deeper 
channels. The want of wood obliged them to make these l;>ridges of 
reeds and turf, which lasted, at the utmost, but four-and-twenty hoursy 
as the current destroyed them ; and when the troops did not make haste 
to pass, it became necessary to make others. Some Tartars, who acted 
as guides across the wilds, directed their march too much to the north* 
ward, which caused them to make a false march of ten miles. At length 
their provisions began to fail tliem ; and» on the last daj^ were entirely 
consumed. 

^ At the end of October they arrived at fort Jay, where Suworow uxadiv 
the necessary, dispositions. There -had always been a sufficient number 
of men in the castle and fort of Jay, because the chiefs of the Nogay 
htirdes were there, under the inspection of Lieutenant-Colonel LeschUe* 
wiish ; and after the separation of the Sera^kier, Arstan Ghiray,. his 
successor, Hallil Eifendi, governor-general, of the Tartar tribes whicb 
had remained beliind, encamped in the neighbourhood. 

When Suworow arrived, he paid some visits, and particularly to hit 
firiendMorsa fiey^ {Hince of the Tschamberluks, who was a venerable 
old man. He had not yet recovered the. wound in bis neck ; but was 
highly gratified to see Suworow in good health. He embraced him with 
tfears in his eyes, and culled him his son. 

Suworow did not stHy many days. In the beginning of November be 
wetit by Axof to St. Demetrius, leaving, as a garrison in the castle, a- 
eompany of grenadiers, one of fusi leers, and a regiment. of Cossacs. There> 
were twelve pieces of cannon in the fort. / . , 

Except Taw Sultan and a few others, almost all those who had fled 
towards the left bank of the Cuban wrote to Suworow, confessing their 
error,' and promising that in the spring they would return to their,. 
former positions, which many of them actually did. 

The Russians, after their departure from that country, being much; 
dispersed, were attacked throughout the winter by the Circaiibians, and 
especially by the Pagans of Abascia. Many of the Kussian^ were 
killefl.^and others earned oiF and sold as slaves in Natolia. At length,* 
howeveir, they assembled in great numbers, and put themselves in a state 
of defence. 

Among the Tartars who returned was the ci-devant Hallil EfFend^^ 
who had presented himself, with some of his followers, before the end of 
the autumn. 

There are at present^ on the north coast of the sea of Azof, about three 
thousand kibiks, or families of these Tartars, each family, or kibik, con- 
sisting of four or five persons. After their emigration from Bessarabia, 
into the wilds of Cuban, there remained about one thousand families un- 
derthe protection of the Turks, and on the left bank of the Cut»an^ in 
the wilds of Attukay, nearly one thousand more ; whom Bajazel Mursa 
promised to remove to join the rest. Several of their families became 
poor^ in consequence of changing their residence^ the Uugth of their 
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journey having obliged them to abandon their cattle, in which the whole 
wealth of these wandering nation^ consists, or to part with them for very 
inconsiderable prices. 

In the course of the autumn the plaene made some ravages at Cher* 
Son, and spread as far as the Don. it continued till Christmas, but 
such precautidns were taken that not more than a hundred persons 
fell victims to it on the banks of the Don, of whom not one-third 
were soldiers. 

• ' Soworow passed the winter «t St. Demetrius, where the chiefs of the 
Tartars who remained behind, and wi(h whom he was on friendly terms, 
freqtienilv' visited him. Mursa Bey bad now recovered from his wound. 
Mechmed Bey, thechief of theC^edissans, often joked with him at table, 
on his being still inclined to mar^ ; and Snworow one day asking him 
wl^ther he was serious, Mursa Bey replied, with much simplicity, 
*^' Mechmed Bey is right;** and immediately requested the general to 
make him a preset of a beautiful Tartar girl of sixteen years of age, 
whom he wished to marry. Suworow bought a young Tartar slave of a 
Cossac for one hundred rubles, and sent her to Mursa Bey, who accord- 
iligly married her. He lited some, years after this transaction, and died 
at the age of a hundred and eight years, having almost reached the age 
6f Attila, king of the Huns. He retained the use of his faculties till the 
last, except that- his eyes could scarcely bear the light. He was a man 
otf a strong complexion, almost constantly on horseback ; and, notwith- 
atanding his great age, an excellent companion. He was very much at* 
tached to cleanliness, but despised all luxury. He was faithful in hia 
friendships, and the friefnd of the poor, and his greatest pleasure was to 
be their benefactor. He was a great eater, and at meals' drank pure 
sago brandy. His servants took him from table, and carried him to bed 
like a prince. Suworow regarded him with great esteem and attachment* 

The ci-devant Khan Schaitn Ghiray, who had fled towards the left 
bank of the Cuban, returned in the spring of 1784, into th^ Crimea, by! 
Tamann and Jenikala, and set off for Woronitsch, which was the place of 
bis destination. He passed some years in Russia, and afterwards re- 
turned. The Turks received him at Chotzim in a manner snited ta the 
dignity of a Khan. He then went to Constantinople, but was not per* 
nutted to enter that city, and was sent into banishment at Rhodes, 
where he was put to death in the most perfidious manner. Acjcordnig 
to the laws of Turkey, he could not be condemned to death ; the Khans,- 
and all the descendants of Gejigis, being expressly excepted from all 
capital punishments; but it was alleged, as a pretext, that he was no 
longer Khan, since he had voluntarily abandoned that dignity. . 

In the summer of the same year, 1784, Suworow left the. Nogays, and 
set pff for Moscow. He had gained their friendship, and they had great 
Kliance on his promises, ^ut unfortunately this confidence could not 
be mutual ; for no dependence can be placed on those natiooa, who are 
aU equally inconstant with the rest of the Nomades, and know no law 
bu^ their own will. Their conduct is determined by*bodks of .pre« 
dictions, or dreams ; which, with them, are sufficient motives for vio*- 
gating the most solemn engagements. 

Suworow went first to the division of Valadimir; and, in 1785, to that 
of St. Petersburg* On his arrival at the capital, he was received .witl| 
^ grefitest distmctioni and loaded with favours by the empress^ 



OF SUWOROW. 61 



■•■— ipi 



, CHAP. VII. 

IN the begipDing of the raonth ef September; 17?6» GeDeral Sa« 
worow c^uitted Petersburg for Kremeotschuck. Prince Potem kip was 
at that time thereon a visit to his new government of Catherinoslaw and 
Taurida, which, a short tim^ before, bad been called the Crimea. In 
every place where the prince passed some time, evey one was eager to 
pay him homage, and entertainmients were prepared for his amusement. 
He was received with universal joy as the harbinger of her imperial Ma* 
jesty, and, for whose arrival, he had made the necessary preparations. 

Accordingly, in the month of February, I787» the empress arrived at 
Kiowie. Prince Potemkin and General Suworow set off at the same 
time ; and Field-Marshal Romanzow was already at Kiowie, in the cha-* 
racter of governor-general. Many travellers of distinction resorted 
thitiier on this extraordinary occasion ; and, as the imperial court re* 
mained there during several weeks, this town became the temporary 
reudence of all the nobility of the provir^ce. 

The King of Poland came no farther than Kanief, on the Dnieper, as^ 
according to the constitutional Ikws of his country^ he could not pass 
its frontiers. He there received every mark of respect from the at- 
tendants on the Russian court, and particularly distinguished General 
Suworow, whom he had known during the warof the confederation. 

During the. residence of the court at Kiowie, Suworow received thc^ 
command of a corps on the Bog, to which he had not hitherto been at- 
tached. This arrangement was made by the special order of the empress^ 
and her majesty wasr desirous that he should always be on duty near her. 

Immediately after the festival ,of faster, the empress continued her 
journey to Taurida. The Emperor, Joseph the. Second, accompanied 
her, under the title of Count Falkeustehi, and as he always wore a 
white uniform, many persons, and Suwt>row among the rest, took him at 
first for a Russian officer* This monarch, who was well acquainted with. ' 
the extraordinary talents and character of Suworow, frequently conversed 
with him, upoti political and military affairs, during his residence at 
Cherson. < 

When the empress actually set out for Taurida, Suworow took the 
command of a' body of cavalry at Biankisna, about ten miles from' Cher- 
son, on. the road to Pultawa; and when her imperial majesty returned 
from thence, he appeared at the head of his corps, to do her all military 
honour. He then escorted her to Pultawa, where she graciously dis^t 
missed him, with the present of a box enriched with her cypher in 
diamonds. ^ » 

Prince Potemkin- afterwards returned to his government with the title 
of Tauritschefski, governor of Taurida ; and, having made the necessary 
arrangements there, he set out to visit his estate at Smeale, which \xt 
bad just pucchased of Prince Liibomirski, on the frontiers of Poland.. 
General Suworow accompanied him thither, and left him in the month 
of August, to take the command of the corps of Cherson and Kinburn.' 

During this journey of the empress, Bulgagow, the Russian minister 
at Constantinople, came from that place, in order to pay his court to his' 
imperial mistress. This mark of respect, which could no^ be well 
avoided, and seemed to be nothing more than what the etiquette of hi8= 
situation required, gave umbrage to the Porte ; whose uneasiness soon 
became very apparent. Within a few days after his arrival, BuigakovT 
received iutormation that his presence was absolutely necessary at Con-- 
ptantinople; he, accordingly, Teturned there, with all possible speeds 
nod found the predomiouut party in the Divan disposed to war. 
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For several years an Ottoman fleet bad regularly been seen to cruise 
for a short time before Oczakow ; but it was far more considerable than 
it had hitherto been in the summer of 17^7. It consihted of twelve ships 
of the line, seven frigates, eight cbebfxs, dive kirlaiigithschesy and tweut}-' 
five j;nn-boat$. 

' /The Knssian fleet ^t Cherson was very inferior iu number and equip* 
meat to that of the Turku: it was mooted on the western bank of the 
Laman^at fiv^ miles from Cherson, on the side of Oczakow. Two ships 
bad indeed beet). lately launched at Cherson, in the presence of the ein« 
peror, which were called the Joseph and Wolodimir; but both the one 
and the other were without equipage. 

* Suworow, with, bia usual attention, examined the country that- 8ur- 
Tounded Cherson, and made the necessary distribution of troops, in case 
the Turks shoukl attempt an attack by land ; or effect a descent from 
their shipe. He fortitiied^ with great care, the bank of the Dnieper and 
the Bog, to guard the fords of < these rivers ; and paid particular atten- 
tion to the peninsula of Kinb^rn. He had under his command in that 
quarter twelve squadrons of light borse, ten squadrons of dragoons, four 
regiments of Cossacs, and four bal.talioa» of fusileer%irhofonneda camp 
ib the vicinity ofKinburn. 

- This town is but ill defended by its walls^ which are surrounded by 
i glacis. The ditch is but shallow, and it is impossible to increase the 
depth ; as the ground is sandy, and water is found very near the aurfuce. 
Oil one side of the glacis is the mouth of the Dnieper, and, on the 
other side» the Black Sea. There was in the bay of Kinburn no force 
but a single frigate and a cbaloupe of twelve guns» 

. Tltere was a regular, correspondence between Ktnbum and Oczakow, 
as^ they were only separated by a short passage of two miles acrosa the 
Srioutn of the Ddieper. Colonel Dun^lmann, who commanded at Kin«> 
burn, had occasion to send an officer to the Bachaof Oczakow. Whei> 
tbe official convei*sation was concluded^ the Bacba ordered his people to 
titire, and enquired of the officer concerning the news of the day ; who 
kaving replied, that he had none to communicate, the honest openJ 
kearted Baclia informed him that the turbulent heads at Constantinople 
had declared war against Russia, and that the Turkish fleet would sooir 
be in motion^ to attack the two vessels in the bay of Kinburn. To com,- 
]>lete lus liberal procedure, the Bacha ordered a Tschaittch (a kiad> of 
patrole) to aClend the officer as an escort ; and the event proved the ne» 
cessity of the precaution ; as he was attacked on his return by two 
Tiurks, whom the guard repulsed and conducted him safe to Kinburn* 

. -In the afternoon of the following day, August 19f 17B7, theintelligence 
l^f the Bacha was realised, for the frigate and gun-boat were fiercely at^ 
tadked by several Turkish vessels. The engagement lasted some time ; 
tad llie gun*boat not making sufficient way in following the frigate, was 
IB danger of being cut off; but the officer who commanded her, having 
fired a broad-side with such effect at the vessel, that was first in pursuit,. 
as to sink it; the rest did not venture to risk a similar fate. < Another of 
the Turkish vessels also foundered ; so thlit the Russian frigate and cha^^ 
loupe, though they had greatly suffered, at length escaped, and retreated 
to Glnboka, where they were repaired. 

Thus did hostilities break out on the part of the Turks,- without » 
preliminary declaration of war. From that moment the Ru&sians kept 
themselves upon their guard ; and employed every necessary precautiont 
Suworow accoKdingly took the commajid of Kinburn upon himself, and 
ceded that of Cherson to General Bilikow* The whole of the trqopt 
lender his conMnaud, amounted to about thirty thousand xn^n, * 
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As the Turks had a. very superipr force at s^a, and .were! in a coiui^tion 
to give an irreparable blow to- the navil force of Russia in the BlacK 
Sea, the first care of Suworow w£^^.to secure Ihe bay of Globoka, and the 
nmriQe of Cherson. He accordiugly ordered a battery to, be erected be<i^ 
fore Gluboka of twenty pieces of cannon, eighteen and tweoty<vfoiir 
pounders, to command both the entrances ; and five leaser batteries o« 
tbe island, below Cherson, in order to produce a cross fire* 

The Turks took a vessel laden with provisions ; and at the mouth of 
the Bpg, they surprised in a public house, about twetity Cos^ca and 
Ukr^iri peasants, who were either cut in pieces or made. prisoners** > « 

They now commenced the bombardment. of KinbMrn, which continued 
several days without interruption. Three of their bomibs.feU4ii the bar^ 
rack of the commandant, %nd tbe. tent >of General Suworow' was carried 
jiway by the explosion of a sheiU : . . 

The place, however, made a vigorpui defence* Two t>f the enemy^c 
frigates^ which had ventttred.toapplrioach;tQtonear, sufiered* very severely 
for their temerity ; and. ships .of the line: afterwards kept at a greater disi* 
tancew One of them was blown lip by^the i)^i||ei(ice of some of its crew* 

At the close of this month, Adoiiral .WoinovirTtsch set sail, from Sewa^i* 
topol for the coast of Varna, His fletet consisted. of two vessels o£ the 
line, three frigates, and twelve small vessels ; but was so unfortunate «• 
to encounter a violent storm, which dispersed his ships. A.line-of-battle 
ship, of sixty*six guns, whicb had suffered very much in its masts and 
rigging, was taken by the Turks ; and a frigate \went to thie bottom witb 
its whole equipage* The admiral had scarce collected his scattered fleets 
when he was attacked by the Turks, d,nd an engagement followed ; but 
the Htthsi&ns, notwithstanding their losses, and the bad condition of their 
ships, obtaineti the advantage of the enemy, and happily reach^ tbeit 
defitiuation. . 

The gun-boats of the Russians, and their double chaldup^s, presented 
.themseives at some dis^tance from Gluboka, to tempt the Turks towards 
them, that they might seize the favourable moment of attacking themii 
The stratagem succeeded ;. the Turks commenced their fuano^uvreS witV 
their chaloupes and other vessels ; but, after an engagement, which wa« 
attended with no signab consequ^uoes on either sidc^ they were drivea 
back into Oczakow. . . ; 

On the thirtieth of September, the. fire of the Turks, .upou Kiobiira^ 
was better sustained than it had hitherto been, and continued. without 
interruption, to a very late hour of the night* Suf\%orow, from his obier* 
vations-ou the enemy *s movements, ^osj^ctured that they actually medif 
tated. a descent upon the island. He aecordingiy prepared himself ftr^^ 
the event, and forbade a single gun to be fired, oa the side t>f thf 
Russians; / 

Qn the morrojr, at break of day, the Turks recommenced their bem^ 
bardment ; but the town made no return, nor was the morning gun Sred^ 
Agpreat number of balls and bombs fell in the camp, and several tenta 
were carried away* As that day was a festival of the Greek church; &«« 
worow attended mass, with a considerable number of his ofiicers* 

In the mean time, thirty chaloupes, full of troops, ascended tbe Lii- 
xnan, to about three miles above Kinburn ; but they were no sooner dit** 
embarked than they were discovered by some Cossabs, who wh«re posted 
upon a hiU of sand. They first imagined the Turks to be deserters' i; 
but when they found their mistake, an engagement ensued, and the in- 
vaders were driven back to-tbeir vessels. The Turks had supposed, tfait 
Suworow \|f^ould dispatch a detachment against these people, who.wene 
devoted to destruction^ 4md proportiouably weaken his garrison* Sut h^ 
waii n^t the d»pe of Mch «i stcaUgeiB* 
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At nine m the morning, the Turks began to disembark their troops. 
The engineer Lafittci directed the operation ; which the JFluissians 'beheld 
without offering the leabt interruption. All their vessels, great and 
small, approached at different distances; and, to -cover them, they had 
formed a strong staccado,lit-the point of the peninsula, and at half a mile 
from the place. 

The troops which were employed on the descent were the flower of the 
garrison of Oczakow, amounting to six thousand men, and were entirely 
infantry. The Bacha, who commanded, had, in order to invigorate their* 
courage^ ordered all the transport-vessels to return ; that they might 
have no other alternative^' but to do their duty, as became them, or ta 
find destruction in the sea, if they fled from the land. The detachment, 
Jivhich the Russians had to oppose them, was soMewhat less thail a thou- 
sand infantry, which was afterwards reinforced by four regiments of Cos^ 
ekes, aiid about a thousand cavalry. 

The Turks were no sooner disembarked, than they began to form in« 
trenchments'; but the water gained upon themso fast, from a cause 
which has been already explained^ H:hat they could not give sufficient 
depth to their works. They, however,' Supplied this defect, by filling 
the sacks, with which they had the precaution to provide themselves, 
with sand, and they served as a rampart. 

At noon, their dervises offered up the accustomed prayers, and the 
troops made their pious ablutions in the Black Sea. They then r^ 
turned to their intrenchments, and proceeded in completing their works^ 
. Suworow had given orders, that not a single shot should be discharged, 
or any sortie made, till the enemy were within two hundred yards of the 
glacis. The signal ordered for these operations, was a salute of artillery, 
from all the polygons which were on that side of the place. 
, At one, the Turkish advanced guard appeared at the distance named 
in the generaV^ order | when the signal was instantly given, and as 
quickly obeyed. Colonel lasibw, witirhis regiment, a regiment of Cos* 
sacs, and two squadrons of light horee, turne<1 the p\hjce to the left of the 
Black Sea, and fell upon the advanced guard, who were bringing up the 
•caling*ladders. They consisted of some hundred men, and were cut in 
pieces, or put to the sword. The Bacha, who refused to surrender, shared 
the same fate. He was well acquainted with the town of Kinbnm, and 
bad fixed on this side of it, from knowing it to be the least capable of 
resistance. 

-* In the mean time, Ortbw's regiment of infantry, sallied forth from the 
place, with the cavalry ; passed through the ri^t wing of the enemy ; 
threw themselves into the intrenchments, and, with the bayonet, dis- 
patched all who opposed them. 

The Turkish ships cannonaded, with more than six hundred pieces of 
artillery, the front and flankn of the troops, which had come forth frbxa 
the town, but without any very destructive effect. 

• o At this time, the Colonels of the Orlow and llleweiski regiments ar- 
rived with them, and followed the cavalry towards the> Blaok Sea. They 
fought with infinite spirit, as well as perseverance, and acquired great 
honoui^. Suworow now ordered the two battalions of Kaselow to ad- 
vance^ which composed the reserve. Major-General Reck, who coro^ 
manded them, was dangerously wounded in the leg, and carried olf the 
field. But neither these battalions, nor two squadrons of light-horse, who 
supported them, could* resist the force and fierceness of the enemy : they 
Ihced about and fled, and the Turks, with their sabres and their poni&> 
-ards, made sad havock among them. . j 

' Suworow had a very narrow escape ; having had bis hors« shot under 
him by a cannon-ball; he addressed* bimtelf ti^ Tark» far an b«n^ 



OF SUWOROW. 6^ 



whi^h he had just taken, and whom he mistook for a Cossac, as the 
Turkfi had only disembarked infantry. But he now found his mistake^ 
End the sabre was uplifted, which would have destroyed him, if its de* 
•cending stroke had not been arrested by the thurst of a bayonet, from 
a fusileer of Nouikow. 

The situation of the Russians became very critical. They were over* 
powered by numbers, and compelled to retire to the Glacis. From time 
to time they appeared to rec*over themselves, and to gain ground; but, 
the Turks having received a large reinforcement, their eiforts failed ; 
the carnage became general ; the dead, the dying, and the wounded, 
were seen on all sides ; and the hostile troops were so confounded, that, 
on both sides, the artillery were commanded to discontinue their operations 

While the bloody career of slaughter was proceeding, a Turkish chebec 
and gun-boat, which approached within reach of the cannon of the place, 
blew up, with a most horrid explosion. 

The day was now fast declining, when ten squadrons of light-horse 
arrived from their post, at the distance of four miles behind Kinburn : 
but, from the nature of the ground, they were compelled to charge the 
Turks in a mass. At this time, the infantry began to recover itself; and 
the Cossacs coming, from the sea-side, upon their flanks, the Turks be- 
gan, in their turn, to give way to this united force. They of)posed a de-* 
fence full of vigour, which was roused almost to madness by their en* 
raged Dervises, who mingled in the battle, and excited the Mahometans to 
the combat. These men n became the martyrs of their zeaf, and the 
death they inflamed others to seek, they themselves found. 

The night new came on, and there was no moon. At this time, there 
arrived a small battalion of Muruni, of three hundred men, who came 
from the side of Cherson, worn out with fatigue ; and two companies of 
reserve, employed to guard the baggage behind Kinburn. This rein- 
forcement, however, decided the battle. 

The Turks, finding themselves driven back towards the sea, turned 
upon their pursuers in despair. Their last fire continued for about half 
an hour, when they were totally defeated, being cut to. pieces, or driven 
into the sea. Some of the fugitives, however, who, when they saw that 
their run-a-way comrades were lost in the waves, attempted, but in vain^ 
to return to the charge. Others flattered themselves that they sbould. 
escape, by swimming to Oczakow, but they likewise perished. 

About ten at night, this bloody action, which had lasted^ nine hours, 
was terminated. Twice the Russians were overpowered by numbers ; 
nevertheless, the greater part of the Turkish army was left on the fields 
or perished in the sea. A very small number of them escaped. 

As ni^ht was approaching, Suworow received a musket-shot in the left 
firm. The wound discharged a great quantity of blood, and there wan 
no surgeon about him to dress it. He went, therefore, to the sea-side ; 
and an ofliter of Cossacs, of Kutenikow, who followed with soYne men, 
washed his wound with sea-water, and bound it up with his cravat. With 
this dressing he re*>mounted his horse, and returned to the field of battle. 
The Cossac oflicer was himself wounded, as were all those who were 
about Suworow's person during the engagement. Tischenko, a light- 
horseman, was his orderly attendant for the day, and was the. only person, 
so situated, who escaped free from hurt. He was made serjeant- major, 
as a recompense for the services of the day. 

When all was over, and the troops were ordered to re-enter the place, 

the cannonade suddenly re-commenced, but it lasted ^ very short time. 

' A body of the Turks, who were not in the action, conceiving that the 

place was entirely without a garrison, hoped to take it by au attack frony 

behiadj but they were soon repulsed. 



66 THE CAMPAIGNS 



Suworow found himself extremfely weak oh his retura to Kiiiburd. 
riis wound was dressed by a surgeon, who wished him to take refresh- 
ments ; but he was too much fatigued ; and he grew rather worse after 
the operation. 

This battle cost the Russians two hundred killed, among whom were 
many superior officers, and three hundred wounded. 

Of the army of six thousand men, which the Turks 'had disembarked, 
not more than heven hundred escaped. The rest were either slain or 
drowned. — Among the dead th^re was a French engineer: — As to La- 
fitte, who had directed the descent, he disappeared before it was ni^ht. 

Major-Gcneral Islinief, who was at the distance of eight miles behind 
Kiiiburn, found it impossible to reach it, with his reserve of ten squa- 
drons of dragoons, till the action was over. . 

Whether the Turks had exhaQsted all their ammunition, or were dis- 
couraged by the bad success of their enterprize, is not a question that 
demands a moment's consideration ; but they discontinued firing upou 
the place, and to the time of their departure for the Dardenelles, their 
artillery was silent; and the tour of the peninsula might be made at any 
time without the least danger. 

• On the morrow, at break of day, Suworow, who was perfectly reco- 
vered, observed from the ramparts, that a body of Turks were employed 
at the point of the island in removing their dead and wounded. He there- 
fore detached Iseiow with his Cossacs to drive them away ; and, in a 
short time after, he saw a small Turkisih transport founder, from being 
overcharged wih people. 

The whole of this day was passed in burying the dead, and attending 
to the wounded. On the morrow, divine service was celebrated, and 
public thanks returned to God for this signal victory. — At an early "hour 
of the morning, the troops were ordered under arms ; and were drawn up, 
iii different detachments, from the point of the peninsula to a cohsider- 
ttble distance from the town. They accompanied the Te Dettm with three 
discharges of musketry and heavy artillery. The greater part of the 
wounded soldiers insisted on being admitted into the ranks on this occa- 
sion : and Suworow enjoyed this' glorious spectacle from the ramparts of 
'the tpwn. As the front of the line presented itself towards Oczakow, 
great numbers of Turks were seen running to the shore, on hearing the 
thunder of the cannonade, which celebrated their defeat. 

The design of the Turks, from the commencement of hostilities, was 
to make themselves masters of Kinburn. It was but a weak place, and 
the possession of its pedinsula would have given them a very great ad- 
vantage in any future attempts they might meditate, for the retaking of 
Cherson and the Crimea. They also entertained the hope, that, by 
taking it, they should have had the power to disperse, if not to burn the 
fleet of Gluboka and the marine of Cherson. 

The Russian fleet at Gluboka consisted of two new ships, not put in 
commission, called the Joseph and the Wolodimir, two other vessels of 
fifty- four guns, one of forty guns, three gallies, three gun-boats, and 
twenty small vessels, including the transports. 

The Turkish fleet before Oczakow, consisted of three sliips of the line, 
one frigate, eight chebecs, and thirty-two gallies, and gun-boats. But 
the ill-success of this enterprise, put an end to all theirhopes. The 
Porte flattered itself, that the Russians would not have had time to 
•prepare for the defence of Kinburn ; and that it would not be possible 
for that place to hold out a day, against the flower of the garrison of 
Oczakow. 

The empress gave -a very distinguished mark of her satisfaction to 
Suworow, in addressing to him a letter, written with her own hand ; and 
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in tbe course of a few weeks, Suworow received a second letter, with the 
order of Saint Andrew, which is the first of the empire ; and six crosses 
of Saint George, to be distributed according to his judgment, to the 
most distinguished among his officers. Besides this, many of the officer^ ^ 
were advanced; and two hundred soldiers received the silver medal^with 
some additional gratification. 

In a few days after the battle, Suworow erected redoubts of commu^ 
cation, wliich he furnished with sufficient garrisons, and then dismissed 
the rest of the troops to wmter-quarters. As he was conscious of the 
weak state of Kinburn ; he made such dispositions as to secure it fron) 
surprize on the side of Oczakow ; and he gave orders that, as soon as the 
Limaa should be frozen, the ice should be continually broken. The 
general himself remained at Kinburn. 



CHAP. VII. 

IN consequence, of the new distribution of the army, Suworow's di-* 
vision, which Prince Potemkin had considerably augmented since the 
preceding year, was very much strengthened in the spring of 1788, by a 
considerable fleet, and a great number of row-boats, in the Black Sea. 
The first, which was commanded by Paul Jones, consis^d of five vessels 
o^the line, from sixty-six to eighty guns, and eight frigates. The second, 
commanded by the Prince of JNassau-Siegen, was composed of sixty -five 
light vessels, gallies, floating batteries, chaloupes, gun-boats, and eighty 
Turkish boats mounted with one gun, the whole manned by three thou-* 
sand Cossacs. Tlie second fleet carried four hundred pieces of canpon. 

The Turkish fleet, which was commanded by the famous Hassan 
Bacha, high admiral, appeared before Oczakow at theend of May, It 
consisted of ten vessels of the line, six frigates, four bomb^ketches, six 
chebecs, and fifteen gun-boats, nineteen kirklangitschs, and nine feluc<r 
cas. He had left another fleet about six mites from land, consisting of 
eight diips of the line, eight frigates, twenty-one cliebecs, and thi^e 
bomb-ketches. 

While the Turkish squadron was approaching the shore, Captaia 
Sacken was behind Kinburn with a double chaloupe. He had been ori- 
dered to repair to Gluboka ; but had deferred it by an excess of zeal : 
when. therefore he saw the Turkish flotilla in the waters of- the Liman, 
he leaped into his vessel, with a determination to pass throngh them; but 
as she was a heavy sailor, he was en vel loped by six or eight light vessels 
of the enemy, two of which attempted to board him. In this situation, 
he ordered all his people to escape from the vessel ^ well as they could, 
remaining there alone with the greatest intrepidity ; and that the cha- 
loupe m»ght not fall into the hands of the Turks, he himself att fire to 
the powder, and was blown up in the sight of a crowd of people who 
were assembled on the shore at Kinburn. The two Turkish ooats, which, 
were near him, received considerable damage from the explosion. 

The small flotilla of the Turks ascended the Liman, for the purpose of- 
reconnoitring. About five noiles above Kinburn, there were Cussacs of 
Tschornomor m their canoes, and two battalions of fusileers on the bunk.. 
The Tuiks, though at a considerable distance from land, fired upon the 
troops, and reached the camp with their heavy caimon. The CossMCsof. 
Tschornomor, ^yhowere nearer to them, returned their fire. Tii's can- 
nonade continued during several hours; and the vessels retired wiihout. 
having brought on a regular engagement. Similar attempts were ufter^ 
V^rdi) occasionally renewed by them. 
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The^whole of the Russian fleet was before Gluboka: the fleet of row- 
boats, the advanced gaard, and the sailing fleet was in order of battle; 
with a very strong rear guard. The fleet at Oczakow was " at about the 
distance of seven miles. 

The Prince of Nassau detached his advanced guard. It met that of 
the Turks, and an engagement ensued. It was the desigti of the Rus« 
sians to get, if pbssible, the Turks behind them ; and, in order to effect 
it, their .vessels retreated one after the other. Deceived by this ma- 
noeuvre, the whole Turkish fleet immediately pursued them, under the 
very guns of the principal fleet, which did it considerable injury. It 
then retired in a very damaged state, and pressed very close by the 
Prince of Nassau, who pursued it in his turn under the cannon of the 
Turkish fleet. They lost five vessels, which were sunk, with the greatest 
part of the crews. 

Suworow now ordered a battery to be erected on the point of the pe- 
ninsula, in order to command the two currents. It was soon completed, 
and a small parapet ^yas formed with heaps of sand. It was furnished 
with twenty-four pieces of artillery, carrying from eighteen to twenty- 
four |K)under8, which were to be masked by sand-baoks, till they were 
wanted tor service. 

A furnace was also constructed to hea1> balls ; and as this battery was 
placed at. the distance of half a mile from the place, it required a prov 
portionate force to defend it : the two battalions of Orlow were there- 
fore detached for its defence, and distributed iu the interval. 

The object of this disposition was to relieve the troops, as it allowed 
©ne half of them to repose, while the other was on duty. Neverthekss, 
their service was attended with very unpleasant, and even dangerous 
circumstances ; as they remained night and day on the very spot where 
the numerous dead had been interred the preceding year, after the affieiir 
of the first of October. The sea water, which occasionally filterated 
through the sand, had, in some degree, checked the course .of corruption 
in the bodies, so that, at this distance of time, there exhaled, particularty 
ftt sun-rise, a foetid and pestilential vapour, that brought on an epidemi<« 
cal disease, of which several of the soldiers died. Suworow, who had 
iiot considered this dangerous circumstance with proper attention 
to himself, and had always continued with his troops, was one day on 
the very moment of fainting from the infected eflSuvia; but by in« 
stantiy bathing in the sea, the threatening symptoms were removed. 

In the night of the twenty-seventh of Jui>e, the High Admiral, Hassso 
Bacha, undertook a very rash and daring enterprise. — Between Ocza- 
kow and Gluboka there is a large range of sand-banks, which form 
lihoals, that a ship of a moderate size cannot pass over without tocK*h- 
Hig. Nevertheless he yentured with his large ships, after having passed 
the currents, under the direction of skilful pilots, to form his fleet m two 
lines, in the very face of the Russian ships ; his principal vessels forming 
tlie first line, and his row-boats composing the second. As soon as if 
was day, they came down in fiill 8ai4 upon them, and the engagement 
began. 

The Russian fleet was ^med with their row*-boat» iu frcmt, and theif 
ships in the rear. One of the finest Turkish ships, of seventy guns^ 
went a-ground, without a possibility of being saved : the admirars ships 
of eighty guns, shared the same Tate, Two frigates of forty guns, witl^ 
several light vessels, hastened towards them, to h^v^rl them off; but with- 
out success. 

' The Prince of Nassau ordered a large part of his rowing vessels to atr 
t^ck the bhips a-grouud : his flotilla, however, was received with a brisk 
discharge of grenades and musketiy, and lost ^lany qf its people. 
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Nevertheless, the Russians succeeded in getting their vessels on each 
ride the admiraVs ship, when the Cossacs of Tschornomor leaped ou 
board it. The red hot balls having set the grounded shipSvOn fire, they 
«rere left to their fate. In this situation every possible exertion was 
made to sare the people, while many of them leaped into the water, and 
were taken prisoners by the chaloupes. S^eral smaller vessels went 
upon the «and-banks, and others were towed off. After a combat of 
four hours, the victory was decisive. 

The loss of this battle cost the Turks upwards of two thousand men, 
who were killed, and fifteen hundred, who were made prisoners: the 
latter were removed to Kinbnrn. On the side of the Russians, the loss 
was not very considerable. Two hundred were killed, among whota 
were eighteen superior officers, and six hundred wounded, including 
forty officers of equal rank. Lieutenant-Coloriel Ribas, brother of the 
vice-admiral, lost his arm. 

After this defeat, Hassan Bacha endeavoured to form a junction with 
be Turkish fleet, which was at sea ; and, on the thirtieth of June, 
about midnight, he weighed anchor for that purpose. The night was 
dark, and when he was off the Point of Kinburn, which he was obliged 
to double, the batteries suddenly opened upon him, with a terrible tire, 
and did considerable damage to his advanced guard. The firing was so 
violent, that the Turks, who were ignorant of these nvasqued batteries* 
thought themselves under the town of Kinburn. 

Before day-break, several of the Turkish vessels were forced to hiy 
by ; and some of them had made signals of distress ; others were on firei^ 
and several had foundered. 

. At the beginning of the cannoaade, Suworow had dispatched an order 
to Prince Nassau, to attack the Turks with his squadron. He was 
about a mile from Oczakow, and had Paul Jories behind him. This at- 
tack took phice at day-break. The Turkish ships were in a state of 
ccmfusioR : Paul Jones also wa^s fearful of .exposing his large ships to 
the dangers of the saud-banks ; and his precaution was justified by the 
^te of the Wolodimir, who, for want of it, had the misfortune t6 r^in 
«pon them* 

The small Russian vessels, and particularly their gun-boats and gaU 
Mes, ran under the large Turkish ships, whose great guns could do them 
no mischief when ^hey were once grappled, and contrived, by ladders, to 
get on board, and set them ou fire. These blew up at noon, and at 
one the action ended. 

Hassan Bacha, however, with his van-guard, had availed himself of the 
night to escape; and it was not till the evening that he was in-* 
formed of his additional misfortune. 

The loss of the Russian fleet, on this occasion, amounted to ISO killed, 
including 24 officers ; and about 800 wounded. The Turks bad 3,000 
killed and wounded, and 2,000 were tilken prisoners. 

The Russians also took a ship of the line and two frigates ; so that 
with those which were blown up, went to the bottom, and rendered 
useless, the fleet of Owsakow was, in a great measure, destroyed. 
■ The empress did not su^r her victorious sailors to remain without a 
fecompense of their valour. Marks of favour were distributed to all 
ranks throughout the fleets The Prince Nassau, among other testi* 
Iftoniesof the Imperial lavour, received the flag of a vic«-admiraL 

Prince Potemkm had appointed the latt'er end, of June for assembling' 
the army of Sockoli, about forty miles from Oczakow, which he piepareo 
jfco besiege. 

Suworow embarked at Kinburn, wi^h his regiinent of grenadiers of> 
JFana^or^aud joined the army} where he took the conimi^ud of t()e left wing. 
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The sie^e of Oczakow began, in due form, the 29th of August. 
Among frequent sallies of less importunce, the Turks made ^ne on the 
28th, with several thousand men, and attacked the extremity of the 
' Russian left wing, where the infantry of the Independant Cossacs, and ' 
of the CosHucs of the Bog, were posted. The Russians were closely 
pressed, and gave way, when Suworow hastened to, their assistance, 
with a battalion of grenadiers, attacked the Turks with bayonets fixed, 
and repulsed them. 

Suworow was e5f posed to a very brisk fire of musketry, which was the 
more dangerous, as he was the particular object of it. A young Turk, 
who bad been converted to the Greek religion, and for some time served 
a Russian officer, had deserted the preceding evening, and now pointed 
out Suworow for the Turks to aim at. " The general accordingly re- 
ceived a ball in the nape of the neck ; and the wound became so very 
painful that he thought proper to return to the camp, having sent a 
irTessenger before to prepare a surgeon and a priest. In quitting the 
field, he^had given up the command to Lieutenant-General Bilbik6w^ 
whom he ordered to withdraw the battalions, as he did not augur fa- 
vourably of the issue of the action, if it were any longer continued. 

In the mean time, Suworow arrived at his tent, where the surgeon ex- 
amined his wound, extracted the ball, and applied the first dressing. 
His horse had received several shots in his body, and died as a soldier 
was taking off his saddle. 

Suworow's wound became more painful. He had several fainting fits, 
and a fever followed on the third day. He therefore ordered himself to 
be removed to Kinburn. On the day after his arrival at that place hi& 
respiration was become \ery difficult, and his end seemed to be ap- 
-proaching. Nature, however prevailed; a long and tranquil sleep, 
which fortunately succeeded, restored his strength, and he was soon de-f 
elared to be out of danger : though, before he was quite recovered, he 
again very narrowly escaped destruction, from the consequences of jfire 
in the powder-magazine, which was full of charged bombs, grenades, 
and various other combustibles, prepared for the army before Ocza- 
kow. One of the bombs fell in the chamber where the general was 
sitting, tore his bed, and broke down a part of the wall, and wounded 
him in the face, the breast, and the knee. The cause of the disaster 
could not be discovered. 

The inhabitants of Oczakow, on seeing the enormous smoke in which 
Kinburn was for sometime enveloped, concluded that the whole of the 
town had been blown up : the seraskier, therefore, sent an immediate 
express to the fleet, with orders to make a descent on Kinburn, with ^ 
view to take advantage of the confusion which such a terrible accident 
might be supposed to have occasioned ; but Hassan Bacha refused to 
obey. 

Hassan Bacha was soon after recalled to Constantinople, The re* 
mains of the Turkish fleet continued at sea, under the command of the 
vice-admiral, till the end of October, when it set sail for the Dardanelles 

In the mean time, the siege of Oczakow continued, and, at length 
afker four month*s regular attack. Prince Potemkin ordered an assault, 
*on the sixth of December, and the Russians became masters of the 
place. Of eighty thousand troops, which formed the besieging army of 
Oczakow, 4300 lost their lives at the assault, while epidemic fevers, and 
the rigour of the season, had carried ofl*amuch larger number. The 
Turks sustained a loss of 4700 killed, and 4800 prisoners of war. 

Daring the latter operations of the siege, Suworow remained at 
Cherson and Kremeuschuck, for the recovery of hi^ health. 



OF SUWOROW. ti 



In the beginning of the following year, he returned to Petersburg; 
when the empress presented him with a plume of diamonds for his casque^^ 
distinguished by a cypher of the letter K, as an acknowledgement iot 
his defence of Kinburn. In a short time after, he returned to the army. 



CHAP. VIII. 

SUWOROW, immediately after his arrival at Jassy, paid a visit to 
Field-Marshal-General Count Rornanzow, who soon after contracted a 
perpetual lameness in his feet, and was then lodged at a country seat 
uear Jassy. He therefore left his army under the command of Prince 
Potemkin, and, when united with that which the latter had under his 
orders, they acquired the name of the combined army. 

Suworow soon after arrived at Berlat, eighteen miles from Jassy, 
where he took the command of the corps there, which was commanded 
by Lieu tenant-General Derfelden, That General had, some time be- 
fore, defeated a body of twenty thousand Turks, of whom, four thousand 
were left on the field of battle, with thirty-seven standards, and iourteen 
p*ieces of cannon taken. 

The corps at Berlat consisted of three regiments of Staradub, Nesan, 
and Tschernikow carabineers, forming five squadrons; with the regi- 
nvents of Cossacs, under the two Colonels Grekow ; one thousand Ar- 
nauts, with twelve battalions of infantry, two of which were grenadiers ; 
two regiments of chasseurs; twoofSmolenski infantry ; two of Tuli ; 
two of Nostow ; and two of Ascherow ; together with the flying artillery, 
and sixteen lar^e field-pieces. These troops were commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-General Derfelden, Major-General Boniakow, the Princie of Eze- 
kawski, and Brigadiers Lewaschok, Wetsphal, and Burnaschow. 

They were now upon the point of marching for Wasluis, half way to- 
wards Jassy ; but Suworow prevented their departure, went to recon- 
noitre the environs, and advanced four miles farther, to Karaptschesti, 
where the cordon of light troops were placed at the advanced post, 
TThese he stationed a little higher, that he might be near enough to dis- 
cover the best points of operation beyond the Sere^^h as far as Aropestia 
and Forhani. 

During these transactions, tk\e Prince of Saxe-Cobourg had quitted his 
winter-quarters, in Cirallicia, and had advanced into Walachia, with liis 
army, to the right bank of the Sereth, He was encamped before the 
small town of Atschud, on the banks of the Stratusch, wiiich fails into 
the Sereth, and his army was pretty much in a line with the corps of 
General Suworow, who informed the prince of his arrival, and received 
the most friendly answer from him. 

After the death of Abtul-Amit, which happened on the seventh of 
April, the throne was filled by Selim, who augmented his military estab- 
lishment with one hundred and fifty thousand men, one third of which 
were intended to serve in Walachia. The Turks, wlio had been posted 
before Brahilow, on the Danube, marched under a Seraskier to Zorhani, 
twelve miles from the Prince Cobourg's camp, and soon found tbeni- 
telves forty thousand strong. 

They were now on the point of attacking his corps, which was much 
•inferior to them,, in point of numbers; and of this he immediately in- 
formed Suworow, who instantly began to march. He left the regiment 
of Tuli before Bulat, with four field-pieces, besides his own, two squa- 
drons of each regiment of carabineers, one hundred Cossacs, and one 
half of the Arnauts. 
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The corps directed its march to Atschud, by a short but very difficult 
road, across the woods. They marched day and night, passed the Sc 
reth ou the pontoons, and advanced eighty werst^, (twenty«four French 
leagues, or twelve German mile:*,) in the space of thirty-six hours, io^ 
eluding those unavoidably devoted to rest. 

It was at this time that General Suworow ran a pin into the sole of 
his foot ; and, as the head of it broke, it could not be immediately ex- 
tracted, so that he limped for some time. The Turks, who often sslW 
him at a small distance, imagining this defect habitual, uick-named him 
Topal BachUf (or, the limping general.) 

The troops arrived at dusk, and were posted on the left wing of the 
Austrians. The next day, two bridges were thrown over the Stratusch, 
anB the two corps passed in two colunlns, the Austrians to th^ right, and 
the Rsusians to the left. 

To conceal the junction of the Russians with Prince Cobourg's corpa 
from the enemy, Suworow had none but Austrians in his van-guard, 
which was coni posed of two Kaunitz and Colloredo battalions of Barko 
hussars, and Loewener light horse, under the orders of the brave Colo- 
nel Karatschay. 

On the third day, while the troops were resting under cover of Maria 
*rsche8tia, two miles from the river Putna, Suworow sent an officer upon 
the scout with thirty Cossacs. He met a body of two hundred Turks ; 
and, as he had orders in such case to draw them on, he made his Cossacs 
retire little by little in a state of dispersion. His measures were already 
taken, and the regiment of Cossacs of Iwan Grekow led by the Major of 
Ihe day. Kuris made the first attack. The regiment was in three di- 
visions. The first attacked the Turks when they approached the wood, 
wheeled suddenly round, and, being afterwards succoured by above five 
hundred men, returned to the charge ; upon which the two other division^ 
of Cossacs took part in the actioh. The number of the Turks soon 
amounted to two thousand men. The other regiments of Cossacs were 
also engaged, as were the Arnauts, commanded by captain Falkenha- 
gen. The Turks again gave way, but the whole of their vanguard con- 
sisting of four thousand Spahi*s coming up, the Russians were obliged to 
retreat. The five squadrons of Barko hussars then came to their support^ 
which were afterwards followed by three squadrons of Loewener light 
horse and two squadrons of carabineers, together with a few hundred 
chasseurs and infantry. The Turks now took to flight ;: and all the ca- 
vaTry that had been engaged pursued them as far as the Putna, where a 
ereat number of them were drowned. 

In this battle the Turks lost six hundred men ; among whom were a 
great many officers. They were commanded by Osman, a bacha of 
two tails j and one of their best generals. ' 

Two thousand men of Turkish infantry were seen several times put- 
ting themselves in motion, on the other side of the Putna, with two 
pieces of cannon ; but they did not come to the relief of their cavalry, 
and retired precipitately to Forhani. 

The night already began to grow dark, and the two combined corps 
had taken their positions, when the Turks suddenly fell upon them, and 
« party of light troops, who had taken «nd plundered their camp beyond 
the Putna, advanced as far as that river. Karatschay, who in the in- 
terval occupied the heights, near a ford, with the battalion of Kaunitz^ 
received the enemy with a fire of musketry and repulsed them. 

The Russians had already began to throw pontoons over the river, and 
the pioneers, who were disturbed for a short timte by this incident, soon 
resumed their work. The Kaunitz and Colloredo battalions covered the 
t^te-de-pont, and two battalions o.f Russians chasseurs were encampedl 
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on the hither side of the river. At midnight, the stream carried away 
the bridge, but it was soon repaired, and the Russian troops arrived on 
the opposite bank befofr^ day^break, together with the rest of their van>« 
guard. The infantry passed over the bridge^ and the cavalry forded the 
' river upon their right* • At day-break. Prince Cobourg's corps passed in 
the same manner $ and the two corps marched in columns, ascending 
some gentle rising grounds, and when they were at the summit, .they 
drew up in order of battle. The Austrians formed in platoons, in two 
lines, placed alternately like a checquer on the right, with a third line 
entirely composed of cavalry. According to this arrangement, the Rus* 
sians were on the left wing in six platoons, ofwhich the third was formed 
by the cavalry, together with the Cossacs. Karatschay kept in the middle 
of the two corps with the battalions and squadrons, which had before 
served as a van*-^uard to the Russians* 

The front of the line was half a mile in extent, and at six in the mom* 
ino;, the two corps marched against the enemy with drums beating. The 
skirmishes began^ and the army had thus advanced nearJy half a niile^ 
when fifteen thousand Turkish horse fell upon the right wing of Prince 
Cobourg, apparently intending to surround it. But Field-Marshal 
Spleni, who had somewhat slackened his march, and who was two hun« 
dred paces in the rear with three platoons, placed the enemy between two 
fires 6{ musketry, aiid^ in half an hour, repulsed them with consider- 
able loss. 

During these mancBuvres, the Russian corps* was gaining ground. 
The Turks defended themselves with twenty thousand horse, attacked 
the left wing, which was commanded by Lieutenant*General Derfelden^ 
and broke through the platoons, iespecially on the left flank. The en-^ 
gagement continued about two hour^, till at length the enemy being over- 
thrown with great loss, took to flight across a wood. 

The Turkish infantry was in the centre of their in trench me nt»», and 
the cavalry on their wings ; and it was remarked that their troops did 
not present a good countenance; When the Rust^ians were at the dis-^ 
tance of a werst from their camp, the two corps opened a strong fire of 
artillery as they marched, and when they arrived within three hundred 
paces, the platoons attacked the iutrenchments in full charge, with their . 
bayonets, and cries of war. As the intrenchments were ill raised, and 
not strengthened with sufficient artillery^ they were, soon carried. Only 
the first line of platoons penetrated into them, under the command of 
Schastakow, Narock^ and Bohm, On the leftf the Austrian platoons^ 
commanded by Spleni, did the same. All the wofks were carried, and 
the Turks were obliged to fly. .Their cavalry were soon overthrown on 
the two flanks* The imperial and barko hussars distinguished them<rf 
selves on this occasion, y 

In the rear, at a small distance from the intrenchments, the Turks had 
fortified the convent of St. Samuel, where they had a considerable, maga- 
zine of provisions. A few hundred janissaries had thrown themselves 
into it, to cover their fugitives. This post, two Russian and two Austrian 
platoons attacked with> a great quantity of artillery. The battle conti- 
nued several hours; two Austrian majors, Counts Auersberg and Orelly^ 
and several officers were killed, with about one hundred men ; and there 
were a great number wounded. A powder'^magaziue also blew up, and 
killed a great many in the interior of the convent* At length, the gate 
was forced by means of the artillery, and almost all the Turks who |iad 
jBed there were cut to pieces* Those who took refuge in the church ex-« 
perienced the same fate ; and after an obstinate engagemeotj all tb^ 
who defended the cop vent, were cut in pieces, x - ' 
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Not far from this convent was that of St. John, in which also was a great 
ma^zine of provisions. The Tui'ks had likewise thrown two or three 
hundred nnen into this ediBce^ Prince Cobourg, sent thither one of his 
battalions, who attacked and took it after an engagement of an hour. 
One-third of the enemy were made pHsoners, and the rest were put to 
the sword. 

The Turks fled by two different roads, namely, by that of Bukarest 
to the small town of Rymnik, whitlier they vtrere pursued by a body of 
Cossacs and Arnauts, who took from them above four hundred wag* 
gons; and by the road of Brahilow, whither the imperial and barko 
hussars pursued them, together with the Hulans and Arnauts, and took 
tin equal quantity of baggage. 

Thus terminated the battle of Forhani, which took place on thfe 2ist 
of July, 17B9. The action -commenced at six o'clock, and finished at 
ten. There were forty thousand of the Turks against eighteen thousaiul 
Austrians and sevl^n thousand Russians. The enemy left two thousand 
men on the field; and about three hundred were made prisoners. They 
lost sixteen standards, twelve pieces of cannon, and their camp which was 
very rich, and immense magazines^ The loss of the Russians and Au- 
strians was compairatively nothing. 

This was the first battle gained by the Austrians during this war. The 
method of forming the troops into platoons, or small squaret^, was now 
adopted ; and from that time. Prince Hohenlohe, Laudon, and Clairfait, 
bt'Ht-the enemy, by pursuing tlmt tnethod^ 

, The Prince of Cobourg received the grand cross of Maria Theresa ; 
, and the Emperor Jobeph wrote to Suworow, accompanying the letter^ 
with a snufl-box, adorned with his cypher set in diamonds. 
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GJfeNfiftAL Suworow receiv(?d advice of the tnanoctiVres of thfe Ttirks, 
during his absence at Berlat, Thieir intention was to pass the river of* 
Pruth, and to attack that district. He, therefore, began tb march the 
^ajf after the battle of Forhani ; but Jtl though the road by that ()lacc 

' was the iuost direct, he mi}st hav^ lost some time in thtoiving bridges 
i)ver the riveir, and therefore he preferred the waste of Atschud. No ob- 
stacles occurred on the Ptttha *, but, not far frotn the sltiall town of At* 

« ^chud, the strength of the current of the Stratusch carried away the pon- 

" tbtfns, and thfe infantry wei* obliged to pass the riter on plonks; 

Four battalions were left behind, with the artilleryi in order to effect a 
passage, when the Waters^ shdUld have subsided. The cavalry prfsseii in 
Hat-bottomed boats; while the Cobsacs and Arnauts swam across the 
' river. Withih a (few days, (on the ijxh bf July,) Suworow arrived at 
Berlat ; and, on the thirtieth, the trbOpfe which he had left ou the other 
bank, followed him with their 6eld^pieces; 

In a short time after his arrival at Berlat, the general bi-deted Barou de 
Sacken to ot:cppy Falsdhi on the Pruth, with a battalion, and some pieces 
of artillery. He also established a chain of communication with him, by 

' detachments of light troops : while Sacken, at the head of fifty Cossacs, 
cxtetided his reconiloitriug excursions to the environs of Kagul and ls« 
muiloVv. 
' Majof Sabolcwski who commanded the advanced posts at Kar^t- 

~ «eski, gave notice, thfat a swarm of Turks had passed the Danttbe near 

* Galaz. At the same time, two Tartars, who were made prisoners by the 

Arnauts, on the othef side of the Pruth, declared, that Hassan, who was 

lately capt^in-bacha^ but since beqionie bcraskier, had it in contemplation 
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to lesive, very shortly, the environs of ismailow, with a considerable body 
of forces, in order to fall upon the troops commanded by Prince Repnifa, 
posted at Repajamahila, and afterwards to attack the Prince of Cobourg 
before Forhani. 

An officer having been dispatched, with fifty Cossd^s, to Galaz, on a 
party of discovery, brought an account, that about five hundred Spahis 
were scouring the country in detached parties. As it would be a loss of 
time to look after them, Suworow advanced four miles, to Puzzeni, in 
order to approach the Austrians. Derfelden also formed his junction at 
that plac^, as, from the iritelligence thafhad been procured, there was 
ever)'^ reason to expect a very im(>ortant action. 

On the sixth of September, the general received an express from Prin<?e 
Cobourg, with the intelligence, that the Turks were on their march 
against them. His position was on the river Miikow, about a mile from 
Forhani, and had posted his advanced guard, half a mile before him, 
under the command of Karatschay. The following day, another mes^ 
senger arrived, to inform the general, that the Turks were in full march 
to attack Prince Cobourg, ijrith a very numeroas army, led on by the 
Grand Vizier. The prince requested that the general would join him 
with all speed ; and added, that one of his parties had already suffered 
i'rotfi an fiittuck of the enemy, and that he had found it necessary to call; 
in his advanced guard. 

Suworow set out with his corps at mid-night, passed the Berlaf, b^ 
a bridge, at noon« \vhich was three miles from the place of his depar- 
ture, and took the direct road to the Sereth, where he expected to find 
the pontoons of the Austrians; but they were two miles higher up at 
Marietschestie, whither tlve troops were obliged to proceed through roads 
that were almost impassable. There had fallen a great quantity of raia 
during the night; and though the light cavalry had passed the bridg^, 
when Si^worpw reached the li^nks of the river, at tlie head of the carabi- 
neers ; k appeared that the storm had given *suc4i a i^hock to the pon- 
toons, as to create an apprehension, that they w^re in a great danger of 
being carried away. The passage, therefore, was too hazardous to beat- 
tempted, and the ,carabiueers were forced to fall back upon the infantry, 
who were up to their knees in mnd. It was a deep clayey soil, from 
which both men and horses 'found it very difficult to extricate them«f 
selves. At length they ibqnd a spot, in an adjoining wood that was su- 
ficiently dry to bear tlie^n. 

Major Kuris was immediately charged with the reparation of the pon- 
tootis. He set a thousand peasants, and fi.fteen hundred soldiers at work, 
and the business was completed in the course of the xiight ; so that, at 
break of the day, troops passed, in files, over the pontoons. As the weather, 
which had been very cloudy, began to clear up, they marched gaily on 
three miles farther, to the other side of the Putna, where they were al- 
lowed a few hours of repose* 

The light cavalry, which had been sent forward, was followed by Bar- 
naschow, with his carabineers. He presented himself in the morning t^ 
Prince Cobourg, who expressed a high degree of satisfaction at the ra* 
pirfity of the march. 

The Turkish army had arrived, by two marches, to the river of Rym^ 
nik, at four miles distance from the Miikow, where Prince Cobourg ^air 
encamped. The Russian ca\ulry was distributed in three divisions^ in 
the woods on the other side of the river, while the infantry encamped ^o 
the left of the Austrians. 

Several roads ^cre discovered which led to the Turkish camp-j but 
jthe most direct .did not seem to be the best, because it was fre<)uented 
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by patrol es : there were, however, two others to the left, one of which 
wai half a inilt^ about. 

Ill a coai'erence with the Prince Coboqrg, he proposed an immediate 
attack on the Turkti ; and liis proposition was followed by an unhesitat- 
io}^ 4icqniescence. Hti, however, returned to his pot^t, and left his or<« 
derly otBcer, Colonel Zaloutuchtn, to concert with the prince ever}*. ar<r 
rangement of the final dispositions, previous to the intended attack. 

Suworow'H corps was now strengthened by two squadrons of the ho^n 
•arsofthe emperor, and of Barco, commanded by Lieutenant->Colonel 
Grave. At the close of day, the whole army had begun its march. The 
infantry passed the river upon the Austrian pontoons, while the cavalry 
and artillery took the advantage of a ford. The night was very dark ; 
and General Posuiakow, misled. by his guide, had conducted the infan-* 
try into th^ road taken .by the Austrians ; but the mistake was discovered 
iu time, and order quickly restored. / , 

The troops advanced with all practicable silence, and the word of 
command were given in the lowest tone. Some hours before it was day, 
•od after having advanced two miles, they arrived on the banks of tha 
Rymna, which, in that place, is not more than fifty paces broad. Princa 
Cobourg meritii the highest praise for the judicious and universal precau* 
tions which he had taken. He had commanded pontoons to be brought, 
but, as the river was not of an inconvenient depth, no use was made of 
them, in order to prevent the noise which they might occasion. The 
water did not reach the soldiers* knees ; but as the opposite bank of the 
river was steep, it became necessary to employ the large horses, belongs 
ing to the pontoons, to draw up the artillery. This circumstance, for a 
•hort time, retarded the passage, but it, at length, terminated in the best 
possible order. 

The infantry formed the head of the column, and the first line having 

Eassed with sufficient artillery, the rest were secure. A party of cavalry 
ept upop its wings ; when the second line of infantry passed in the same 
order, accompanied by the cavalry. 

At break of day, the Russians were op the other side of the river, an<) 
b»d put themselves in oider of battle. Their corps, which consisted of 
leven thousand men, was distributed in three lines. The infantry occuf 
pied the first and second, in six platoons, and the cavalry formed the 
third. The Austrians, also, marched in three lines ; the two first form- 
ing nine platoons ; and the third was composed of the cavalry, amount** 
ing in the whole to about eighteen thousand men i so that the corps pos^ 
vessed nearly the same strength and nunibers, as at the battle of Forhaniv 
At sun*rise, the several lines advanced across the fields, covered with 
Turkey cqrn apd other plants, which reached the soldiers* girdles. The 
army was not at this time more than a mile and a half froni the Turkish 
camp ; nor had it seen one of the enemy's patroles ; so that it proceeded 
without discovery. A Turkish spy had given intelligence that the Kuftt 
aians wer^ posted at Putaeni ; uud from the tim^ apd distance, it could 
aot, indeed, have been supposed that they could possibly have advanc^ 
so far : the poor spy, for this intelligence^ which was believed to be false^ 
afterwards lost his head. 

The Turks were on a hill ; and, seizing the advantage of a hollow way, 
they took the Russian cavalry in flanks turned it with superior force, 
^d f^ttacked the body of grenadiers pf Chastatow, which was on the 
light wing. 

The camp of the Turks, which was near the town of Tyrkogukuli, was 
soon broke up. It was situated on a steep hill, and the troops which 
occupied^ it^ consisted of twelye thousand men ; b^t they ^lade thejr 
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retreat with so much expedition, that the Russians could not get po8« 
session even of their artillery. 

At the beginning of the actibn of Tyrkogukuli, Osman Bacha, who 
had conducted himself with much distinguished courage at the aHair of 
Putna, demanded five thousand volunteer Spahis of the Vizier ; which 
being granted, he fell, with great impetuosity^ on the Russian left wing.^ 
The contest was ver}' sharp ITor some time ; but, at length, after having 
lost a great number of his people, he was obliged to fly. 

All the platoons proceeded towards Bochsa and Kringumaeior, but 
that of Chastatow, which retained its position, in order to support thet 
cavalry who were left behind, and were in some danger of being cut off. 
As soon as the junction was formed, it proceeded and overtook tnerest of 
the infantry, at the distance of half a mile, where they had halted ; but 
Chastatow's troops were deprived of that advantage, as the others were, 
just beginning to move forward when they arrived^ so that they were 
obliged to continue their march, without having enjoyed the least repose* 

In the mean time the Turks had discovered the weakness of the Kus* 
sian corps. Osman<^Bacha had ordered fifteen thousand horse 1o follow 
him, in order to surround this little corps before it could reach the 
heights of Bochsa. Prince Cobourg, who had t^ken a longer route» 
^nd come down the Rymna near a mile, had approached about half a 
mile nearer the Russians, during the battle of Tyrkogukuli. This bpd]r 
of Turks of fifteen hundred men fell unawares under his cannon, and 
were obliged to sustain an engagement of two hours. Karetschay, who 
was to the right of the Austrians, was pressed close; his cavalry charged 
the Turks repeatedly ; the fire of the carbines and musketry annoye<t 
them much, and they were obliged to retreat. 

When the Russian corps marched to Tyrkogukuli, their lines were 
directed towards the south ; and, as they inade a movement on their 
left, they removed to the westward. They bad before them, at the dis- 
tance of half a mile, the village of Bochsa, Prince Cobourg was at the 
same distance, but in a more oblique direction ; and the Grand Vizier 
was at above a mile distance from that village, with the bulk of his army, 
beyond the wood of Kringumaeior, on the river Rymnik. The Turks 
bad opened intrenchments on the skirts of a wood, where they intended 
to leave their heavy baggage, aiKJl to attack Prince Cobourg the next 
day ; but the latter anticipated them before they were quite ready ; 
and, during the battle, they were still at work on several points. They 
had begun to establish a line of communication from the wood to the 
village of Bochsa ; as well as erected batteries to clear the field of haU 
^\e by a cross fire from Tyrkogukuli to Kringumaeior. These bat^ 
teries, which were already finish^, were of no use, in consequence of 
a movement of Suworow, who turned them. 

The Russians renewed the battle at one o^clock in the afternoon, 
when they all began to march to the village of Bochsa, The Arnautg 
pushed forward, and were the first who charged a party of Turks. 
The Grand Vizier shewed himself in person, at the head of a numerous 
cavalry ; and, with a force of fdrty thousand men,. including the twenty 
thousand who had been fighting in the mornings fell on Prince Co- 
bourg*8 corps on all sides. They particularly pressed the right wing, 
which separated Karatschay from the main body ; and their cavalry 
threw themselves bravely under the fire -of the carbines, and of the mus- 
quetry, and even on the very bayonets. Thus the Austrians were in im-« 
ipinent danger, and repulsed six following attac:ks with the greatest in* 
tlrepidity. 

As to Suworow^ be was behind Bochsa^ He had turned the enemy^s 
.j^jtt^ries, who ht^d scfurqely tiipe to ^e » jew rpiinds b^forp t)iey took ta 
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flight, and precipitateYy dragged all the cannon the}' could save behind 
th^ intrenchjnents ot Kringumaeior. 

Suworow found, on the other side of the village, a situation of' suf- 
ficient extent to form his lines instantly in order of battle. The Turks 
kept up a very vigorous fire from their heavy artillery, placed in the 
wood of Kringumaeior, by which the platoons were at first annoyed; 
l^t as they continued to advance, the greater part of this cannonade 
"waa without effect, 

*Tbe Russians marched boldly up to the wood, and, as fbe left wing 
was but a quarter of a' mile from the right wing of Prince Cobourg, as 
well as from the wood, Suworow resolved to make a last and decisive at.- 
tack to terminate this contest, which began to grow long and tedious. 
The lines of the Russians, and those of the Austriansf, formed a right 
angle with the interval just described, the Russians facing the west, and 
the Anstriaus the south; a position which was very disadvantageous to 
the Turk« ; and Suworow sent the Colonel Zalotuchin to Prince Co- 
boijTg, to desire him immediately to advance, as soon as he should see 
Kpi commence the attack. 

Prince Oobourg had already been engaged in the preceding battle, 
wherein the Turks, being pressed by the Russians, and overpowered by 
the crojss fire of the two corps, had abandoned the field of battle, leaving 
|k great number of tWeir men upon the field. They no sooner saw the 
^ustrians approaching, than they fled towards the main body of the 
army, which was in the wood, and numerous parties still joined them 
from the camp of Rymnik. These bodies appeared by degrees on the 
right wing of the Russians, as if to attack tbem io the rear; but little 
potice was taken of their menaces. 

At four in the afternoon the combined corps were masters of the wood, 
and the Turks no longer made a stand any where, but fled in the ut-' 
inost alarm and disorder. Colonel Schershuew was left in the rear, 
with \i\s platoon on the part of the Austrians, to keep possession of the 
wood, and guard the artillery taken from the enemy, while the rest con- 
tipued to pursue them. On all sides the 'ground was .covered with 
dead ; for it was thought expedient not to give the Turks quarter, on 
account of the immense number of their army, and the weakness of the 
allied corps. Hence the Russians and Austnans killed all they met, 
aad poliwanow charged a party with his squadron, and cut five hundred 
men to pieces* 

The victorious forces arrived at sun-set at the river of Rymnik, 
where a prodigious quantity of men had been drowned, as well as of 
horses and cattle. Its coarse was also obstructed in various parts by 
above a hundred carriages and waggons. All that were able to fly had 
hastened to seek their sf^fetyon the opposite bank. 

The camp of the great army of the Turks was on the hither side of 
the river; but it was m so filthy a state, that it was scarcely possible to 
breathe there. 

Suworow had previously resolved not to pass the river that day, be- 
cause the troops, fatigued with the labours of the day, and the long 
tnarch that preceded it, were in want of rest. He therefore pitched hit 
camp half a mile from Prince Cobourg. This intrepid and indefatigable 
general soon after came into Suworow's tent, when they congratulated 
each other with the efliisions of the warmest friendship. Several Au- 
strian generals and staff-officers also came to the Russian can»p, and ' 
Oeneral Karatschay ciftuld scarcely persuade himself to quit Suworow, 

In the evening, Prince Cobourg received a courier from Prince Po- 
temkin. Among other things, this dispatch contained some reproaches 
on accooni' of th^ poutouns net having been ready^ Prince Coboarg^ 
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^ho, as a prinpe in the empire, and in the emperor's service, was not 
under this command of Potemkin, was much disgusted at this repri- 
mand ; and it was said that if the courier had arrived sooner^ he would 
not have engaged the enemy. 

Next morning, at day-break, Suworow ordered two rcffiments of Cos* 
sacs to (MISS the river, together with all the AruMUts, and two squadrons 
of imperial hussars, to seize the camp^ which the enemy had abandoned 
on tiie other bank, and pursue them still fMrthen This was the camp 
of the grand vizier himself, and considerable riches, were foupd there, 
together with the large and superb tent of that generalissimo, thein-^ 
terior of which was almost entirely of cloth of gold and feilver. A fet» 
hundred Turks werejalso found there, who were cut in pieces. 

A great many Turks had also remained in the wood, where they 
imagined themselves in safety. Prince Cobourg, seat some infantry 
and hussars to scour it, who killed a great many fugitives, and fired at 
those who had taken refuge in the trees. 

Thus terminated the victory gained on the twenty-second September, 
17899 over the Ottoman army^ cominauded by the grand vizier, at 
Kymnik, on a tieUl of battle of five miles in extent. The Austrians have 
called this victory the battle of Marti nesti, from a village of that name» 
formerly situated on the Rymnik, but which then no longer existed. 

The taking of Bender and Belgrade were the immediate consequencea^ 
of the victory of Rymnik. The first of thes6 places surrendered to 
Prince Potemkiu, on the nevvs of the defeat of t)ie grand vizier, which 
was brought by some fugitives to the Bacha, who commanded the place. 
Their lives and property were granted to the garrison, as well as to the 
inhabitants, with permission to retire beyond the Danube4 

Belgrade, after its suburbs had been taken by escalade^ capitulated 
to Field-Marshal Laudohn, the 28th September, 1789. ' « . 

The emperor advanced Pritice Cobourg to the rank of field-marshal ; 
and conferred on Suworow the dignity of countof theiempire. 

The empress, truly sensible of his great and important services, ove^* 
whelmed him with her favours. 



CHAP. X. 

COUNT Suworow proceeded, by easy marches, to Berlat, on llic 
Sereth ; and encamped on the bank of that river, near the little town of 
Tekutsch, where he remained some days, and from whence he sent an 
official report of the battle of Bymnik to Petersburg. He afterwards 
ordered a public thanksgiving foi^ the victory. He arrived at th^ camp' 
of Berlat at the latter end of September, and celebrated tb^ fej^tival on 
the first of October. 

During his absence. Lieu tenant-General Michelqwiy had conducted 

his corps to Faltschi, where he remained some time, under the command 

of Suworow. There arrived also soniie regiments of cavalry and infantrv, 

with two regiments of Cossacks, who were also under his command, till 

. he sent them into winter quarters. 

At this time the general engaged in a very friendly intercourse with 
the Semskier of Brabilow ; and, in order to avoid the effusion of blood 
between the two armies, they settled the following articles :; — ^The gene-p- 
ral agreed to give notice to the Seraskier in case he should receive 
orders to march against nim ; while the latter engaged to display only an 
appearance of defence, and to surrender on certain condition^. But in<t 
. surmountable obstacles pres^oted themselves, which prevented the exe- 
cution of this plan. 
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The corps of Cobourg and Suworow were endaniped near to each 
other, on the opposite banks of the Sereth. The generals, officers, and 

'soldiers of both, lived together in .the greatest harmony, so that it ap<* 
peared as if they belonged to one common sovereign* 

After the surrender of Belgrade, the Prince Cobourg had received a. 

/rery considerable reinforcement firom theBannat; so that, in the springs 
his army was augmented to forty <> five thousand men. 

Soon afiber the capture of Bender, Hassan Bacha, who was then Grand 
Vizier, dispatched a deputy from Schunila to Prince Potemkiu, to make 
propositions of peace. Many couriers passed and repassed on this dc<« 

^casion ; appearances seemed to announce serious negociations ; and, it 
is probable, that peace would have been concluded, if the death of Hassan 
Bacha, which was acceleirated by the Divan,' had not dissipated that 
expectation : as the oiinisters of the Porte were desirous of continuing 

'the war. 

Jussuf Bacha, who had been invested with the dignity of Grand Vi^ 

' 2ier, at the beginning of the first campaign, was in a short time after the 
death of Hassan Bacha, again raised to that eminent station. In the 

' tnonth of May, he proceeded to Rutschuck, beyond Schursch, with an 

' army which he had coUetcted at Schumla, and passed the Danube at 
the first of these places* 

His progress wafs very slow trll the end of that month, when the small 
body of forces, encamped before Schursch, effected his passage. The 
design of the Grand Vizier was to attack Prince Cobourg at Buckarest ; 
and, if he should be successful, to possess himselfj not only af that capi-« 
tal, but of all Walachia. 

In the mean time, Suworow had received orders to march, and to 

'fbrm a junction with Prince Cobourg. He left behind him at Berlat two 
battalions with the field pieces, three squadrons of cavalry, two hundred 

' Cossacs, and five hundred Arnauts. The body of reserve rem|Euned 
upon the Pruth, under the command of Lieutenant*General Count 
M^lin* He went afterwards with a considerable body of troops to oc«- 
cupy a post, at Tekutsch ; and Melin was relieved by Prince Gallitzin« 
ouworow when he ordered his troops out of winter-quarters, fixed the 
rendezvous at Kilieui, on the opposite bank of the Sereth, where the 
Austrians had constructed bridges, about twenty miles from Berlat ; and 
the whole corps were collected at the place appointed. 

The corps consisted of foiir battalions of grenadiers and fusileers, with 
their field-pieces, and twenty pieces of artillery ; twelve squadrons of 
carabineers, four regiments of Cossacs; in all, fifteen thousand men^ 
with two thousand Arnauts. It was commanded by Lieutenant-Gene-* 
Yal Derfelden, and the Major-Generals Londskoy and Posniakow. It en« 

* camped for fifteen days at Kilieni ; and was, during that time, employed 
in practising different manceuvres. 

While these various transactions were proceeding, ^ large party of the 
Turkish army had passed the Danube. Prince Cobourg gave instant 

: notice of this cir«umstance to Suworow ; end, tit the same time, requested 

' bim to draw nearer to him with the Russian forces. The general ac* 
Cprdingly set out that very night, and went down the Sereth to Girnes-* 
cbrie, where he remained a month. 

Having received fresh intelligence from Prince Cobourg, who an* 
pounced that the Turks were in full march, and that they had already 
Sjent numerous parties into the interior of the country, the troops wertf 
instantly in motion, made ten miles in two days, and eocainped at Re<« 
aipeui on the Buseo. They suffered much during this march; the very 
hot weather having dried up all the brooks. Mtesarosch* the Austrian 
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quarter-master-g^neraly was encampedy with a small body of trob'pSf to 
the right of thelRossians. - 

Suworow had been some time in this position, when Colonel Fischer 
arrived, (1 1th August) charged with a letter front- Prince Cobourg, and 
a verbal message which he had not time to write* By this dispatch, the 
general was informed that the grand Vizier had paWd the Danube with 
the greater part of his; army ; that his advanced guard appeared at a few 
miles from Schursch ; and that there was every apperance that the Otto* 
mans would v^ry shortly make their attack. 

Suworow immediately gave, his brders, and, in three days, he had en* 
camped Asumaz, two miles from Prince Cobourg, at Bucharest, and 
eighteen miles from his last pdsition. The day after his arrival, h^ paid 
a visit to the Prince, who returned with hio^ to Asumez, where they ar- 
ranged the necessary dispositions. 

The Grand Vizier, Jussuf Bacha,' who was at Schursch, had been, in- 
formed of. the junction of Prince Cobourg with Suwprow. At the very 
moment when a peasant gave him this unexpected intelligence, he 
was occupied in forming, the plan of an attack, which he meditated 
against the Austrians : and letting the pen fall from his hand,he ex* 
claimed. " What is now to be done l" * . 

The troops commanded by the Prince Cobourg, consisted, of forty 
thousand men, Germans ^ud Fluugarians. There were also some small 
detachment?, distributed in different parts of Walachia, which inight very 
readily be collected, so that his army might be said to consist. of fifty 
thousand men, in a high state of discipline. It would have been, there- 
fore* a matter of difficulty or doubts to have driven the Turks from 
Schursch, and to penetrate into Bulgaria. 

But the .face of affairs was almost instantly changed. In a few days 
after the junction ^f the two armies. Colonel Fischer arrived at Suworow's 
camp ^ith the intelligence, that an armistice was agreed upon at Rei- 
chenbach, which. checked all further operations^ and delivered the Grand 
Vizier from his perilous situation. < 

On the following day, the generals of the allied armies bid adieu to 
eaph other, with every mark of regard and regret. 

, Suworow now passed the Buseo to return to Kilieni, where he had al- 
ready, been, and remained there till the ei^d of September. From thence 
he passed the Sereth, having thrown a bridge of boats over that river, 
and encamped at Marimeui, at five miles from Galaz* . ^ 

While he was at.Kilieni, Prince Potemkin wrote to him, requesting a 
particular conference. Suworow conjiectured the object of it, and sent 
hixD,the following answer :r—" The flotilla of row-boats will get posses- 
sion, of the mouths pf the Danube; Tulcia and Isaccia will fall into our 
power ; our troops, supported by the vessels, will take Ismuilow and Bra- 
hi low, and make Tschistow tremble,'* . . , 

In fact, a very short time after Admiral Ribas entered into the branphes 
of the Danube with the flotilla, gained different advantages over^tlie 
Turks, and took Tulcia by escalade. . 

Soon after the account of the taking of Tulcia, Suworow (lad the sa- 
tisfaction to learn, that admiral Uibas^ the brother of the general of that 
name, bad ipade himself master of Isaccia^.. Jpurin|( the . operatiops of 
attack, the Christians and Jews, who had made au attempt to quit the 
place, were escorted by t;he Turks to Brahilow^ 

At the same time. General MuUer besieged Kilia, where he received 
several wounds, of which, he unfortunately died. This place was most 
vigorously besieged, during three weeks ; but a breach being effected, it 
surrendered on capitulation lo Lieutenant-General Sudowitsch, who was . 
inmediately advanced to the rauk of compaaudei;*in«(;hief. 
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. lothe begtaning of November Suworow oMde hU •pprqacbes to the 
important fortres:} of Ismailow. Adinirnl Riba^ id a few week ikiter, mte 
rived with j^is flotilla, aa<i Dot a day passed wi|b0otaa eagai|;eme«t» The 
Turks Ind about a hupdred aad fiiiy. vessels with oars : ami Bihes bad 
about a hoodred, with seveoty cbaloopes of Tehoruooier. He very fre« 
qpently gained coosiderable advantages, eveo aD<ier the very caoooo of 
the place. He baraed or took at l^t oDe half of the eoemy^s vesseUy 
aod lost very few of his own. 

At Icjngtb, the advanced state of the season, aod oofortoDtte weather^ 
obliged hibi to raise the siege ; and the land-forccl retired from before 
Ismailow, to eoter into winter-quarters. 
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CHAP. XI. 

THE troops were already on their osarch, when Creneral Suworow re«* 
ceived an order, from Field-Marshal Prince Potemkin, tof repair frodi 
Galaz to Ismailow, and to take the place at all hazards. 

He was perfectly aware of the great danger and ri^ik of such an en« 
terpri^e, from the advanced state pf the sidBon ; nor did it appear pro- 
bable, that aiiy thing decisive conld be accomplished against so strong a 
place ; and which the Turks regarded as impregnable, from its uume« 
rous garrison. Nevertheles, he instantly obeyed the command which he 
had received. 

He made all the necessary dispositions for this extraordinary underw 
taking, and arrived on the second day at Ismailow, which is twenty milea 
from Galaz. 

Admiral Ribas remained with his flotilla, on his ibrmer station, on the 
Danube. He also fortified an island over against Ismailow, where he had 
established batteries, from which he annoyed the town with bombs, and 
oftentimes set it on fire. The Ottoman fleet had been so mndi wak- 
ened, that it dared hot venture on an engagement, but kept its position 
in the harbour, and under the protection of the place. 

All the difl*erent corps, which he had ordered with the utmost etpedi^ 
tion from different parts, were collected at their appointed lendezvous, 
before Ismailow, within four days afler the general himself had arrfved 
there. 

His army, by sea and land, consisted of twenty-three thousand men» 
one half of which were Cossacs ; among whom were a great number of 
sick, on account of the bad season. ' The horses, also, had but a smaR 
porticm of forage. Besides, the weather became so extremely- cold, 
that the soldiers were*obliged to cut the reeds, which grow in that marshy 
eon n try, to serve as fuel. 

Without losing a moment, the general ordered forty scaling-ladders, 
and tfvo thousand ^cines^, to be instantly prepared on the spot, while 
parties were dispatched to get them from other places, where they had 
been previously commanded. . In the mean time, the troops were exer- 
cised, during the night, in the use and application of them. 

Hie not only reconnoitred the place himself, with the most minute at- 
tention, but ordered all his eeneral officers to dothe same ; in order that, 
in every division, there might be a commanding officer, completdy qua* 
lified to direct the columns in the projected assault. The Turks, at first, 
discharged a few cannon at tiie reconnoitring p«rty, but without eflect ; 
'and they did not even make one sally to interrupt diem. 

As soon as the first observations had been made, Reischoff, ma|or-ge« 
neral of artillery, and Prince Charles de Ligne, an Austrian engineer, 
caused batteries to be erected on the two wings, dmring the nighty thirty 
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«r forty iotses frdm the town. For want of heavy siege artillery, which 
had before beed bent to Bender and Kilia,- these batteries were only 
mounted with twelve pounder tield-^pieces^nd licornes, making, in the 
whole, forty pieces of cannon^ which ^as all the field artillery they 
possessed. 

The erection of these batteries was only a mask, to make the Turks be- 
lieve the town would be besieged in a regular manner, and to prevent 
thena from suspecting a sudden scalade. During thi^ first night, they 
did not in the least disturb the workmen. Zalotuchin was posted under 
the battery to the right, with the Ffi^nagor regiment of grenadiers ; and 
General Kulusow under tha^of the left^ with four battalions of tb^ corp* 
of Buch chasseurs. At break of day, the batteries begaif to play npoH 
the town, and were answered by a very quick fire, though without doing 
liiuch mischief. 

The Seraskier Andnslu-Bacha, an old warrior, who had twtoe refused 
the dignity of Grand Vizier, had the command in Ismailow. The troops 
of the garrisrin, whVch were under the orders df the seven sultans, fcon* 
fiisted of forty-three thousand niien, nearly half of whom were janissa- 
ries, eight thousand cavalry, various corps who had come from several 
fortified towns, that had surrendered by capitulation, as Chorin, Acker** 
man, and Palanha, and a part of the garrison of Bender, and of that of 
Kilia. These troops had been left there as a punishment, aiid it has beeii 
fiince learned, that the Gratid Seignior published a firman, forbidding 
this garrison to surrender on any cajse whatever ; and ordered the Sera* 
skier, if they should not perform their duty, to cut ofi' the heads of those 
who should be found beyond the £>auube, \vithout f6rm of trial. Thus 
there was every reason to believe, the Turks woifid defend themselves to^ 
the last extremity. 

On the 9th of December, Suworow sent a letter of Prince Potenbkiu to 
the Seraskier, to which he added a few lines from himself, to inddcc himt 
to surrender ; to which the Seraskier replied, by a long Arabic letter, in 
a very bombastic style, the' substance of which was, that he advised the 
Russians to retreat, '* As the season being bad dnd far advanced, they 
veould be in wapt of all kinds of necessaries ; whereas the l^own was abuni^ 
dantly provided : or, if not, he demanded a delay of a month, to commit;* 
nicate with the grand vizier.'* 

Tht next day, an officer, who spoke the Turkish language tolerably 
well, was sent into the town, and had an interview with a bim-bacha ; whor 
told him, in their oriental style, that, " Th6 Danube would cease to 
Aow, or the heavens bow down to the earth, before Ismailow would sur* 
^ehder to the Russians.** 

Suworow, however, determined to make one more effort ; and therefore? 
s^nta note to the Seraskier, in which he gave4iim his word of honour, 
^hat unless he hung out the white flag that very day, the place would be 
taken by assault, and all the garrison put to the bword. 

Many of the Ottomans were disposed to surrender, but the Seraskier, 
who was of opinion to nni all ri^ks, had the majority of voices with him. 
He therefore returned no answer to the note. Suworow, the same day, 
assem-bled a co'undlof war, where the subalterns voted first. He ad- 
dressed jthem, as he did afterwards all the corps, in a veiy ntanrly and 
energetic speech. Having pointed out to them the difficulties o* the en- 
terprize; and the means of surmounting them, «* Brave warriors,** said h^y 
** remember this day all your former victories, and continue to proVe, that 
m>thing can resifst thef force of the Russian arms : we are not now delibt'* 
rating on an operation, which may be deferred to a future time, but on 
the taking a piiice of importance, the possessioi* of wfjioh will decide the- 
(9Xf of our campaign, and which the haughty Ottoi^au^ belftve impreg* 
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Dabie. Twice ha« the Ru!«siao army already laid tiege to 
aoct twice it has retreated from it. This third time DothiDg remains for 
us but to conquer, or to die with glory.'* The general found his army 
full of resolution, his speech still farther inflamed the zeal of his bra¥e 
troops, and their accustomed %'alour now increased to inthusiasmu 

With this spirit wa» the assault of Ismailow agreed to and decided* 

Suworow now received a dispatch from Prince Potemkiu, represcrnting, 
'' That if he was not certain of success, it were better not to risk the 
assault ;" to which Suworow replied, in few words, *' My plan is fixed* 
The Russian army, has already been twice at tlie gates of Umailow, aad 
it would- be shameful for them to retreat from them a third time, witb* 
out eateriug ^te place.*' 

To lull tUe Turks in security, and make tliem believe the besiegers 
were in want of amiRUfiition, they very rarely fired the guns of the bat^ 
teries, and of the fleet, during the night preceediug the assault. All the 
measures, .however, were taken, and the orders gii'en for the operation. 
All the besiec^ers were re&dy ; and Suworow passed the night by the 
fire sid^, with some officers of his suite, in an impatient vigilance for the 
hour when the sigiialH were to be given. 

. At three in ti.e morning the first musket was fired, which was the sig<v 
nal to prepare for the assault; the second was at four, which was the 
signal to form ; aud the third, at five, which was the signal to assault* 
Tiieeix columns of land troops, and ^he three columns of the fleet, in- 
stantly approached the town. 

The weather, which thronghout the night had been clear and serene, 
became gloomy and foggy till nine in the morning. All the columns 
marched again:>t tlie town in the.best order, aud in the greatest silence; 
and the Turks^dld not fire a gun till the Russians were within three or 
four hundred paces of the town; when they were saluted with a very 
quick fire of case-shot, which did great mischief. 

The now apdroached the deep moat, where the water was in some 
places up to the shoulders, threw their fasciites into it, passed over tliem,^ 
and raised the scaling ladders against the ramparts, some |>arts of which 
were so high, that it was necessary to fasten two ladders together, al* 
though five to'is^ long ; and, ^s in many places the besiegers could not 
do this with sufficient expedition, they assisted each other, and, witl^ 
eqnal alertfiess and address,.climbed to the top of the ramparts by means 
of their bayon^U. 

At eight, the Russians were master? of the place on the,side of the 
water, .as well as on that of the land. The assault was th^n at an end, 
and the contest commenced in the interior of the town, in the streets, and 
in the public squares. Nor was there an open spot where men could sn* 
gage that was not the scene of cambat. The Turju defended tt^em-. 
selves with the most desperate courage, and availed themselves of the 
windows to annoy their invaders. . •.. 

. There remained only to be taken one large .stone ^platform, very 
sfrongly fortified, and several chanas, stone buildings, constructed with 
great strength, whicn were filled with people, and defended by cannon*: 
Though d^fenfiefl wi(h a most obstinate courage, they were all-takent 
vith prodigious daughter. ... 

The uutqrtqnfite Seniskier, Anduslu-^Bacha, having retired intp one 
of these chanas, with two -thousand of the flower of his janissaries, and 
several piecestof cannpn, thoughi hipnself secure frqm all danger. Sot 
uothing was impregnable )>efore the bold designs of Suworow, aud the 
dauntless rapidity of his i^oldiers. The Seraskier and his people ^% 
length found all defence vain, and therefore^ surrendered to the Kos- 
fiians. A9 he wore a rich poignard in his girdle, a chasseur^ eager afte^ 
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plunder, endeavoured to seize it, when a janissary stood forth as the pitn* 
lector of his fallen master. The Russians immediately fell upon the 
prisoners, massac^-ed the greatest part, and the Seraskier among them. 

In the afternoon General Lacey arrived, in the middle of the city, 
with three battalions of cliasseurs, and fell upon about one thousand 
men, almost alj Ta'rtars, and armed with long pikes. • These Tartars 
were dismounted, and had precipitately retreated into an Armenian 
convent, surrounded with thick walls. He immediately attacked it, 
broke open the dbors with his artillery, and entered it. The young 
MachsutGheray Sultan defended himself bravely with his troops; %nd, 
after a long engagement, with only three hundred men remaining, and 
without any hopes of relief, he laid down his arms, asked for quarter, and 
was taken prisoner, with.the rest of his people. 

The Cossacs of the fourth and fifth columns, who had, at the same 
time, entered 9V the gates of Bender and Kilia, having advanced into 
the chty, were assailed in the great square b}'^ a superior number of the 
enemyt *nd were -completely cut off. But they were sooh succoured by 
a battalion of Buch chasseurs, who attacked the Turks id the rear, and 
defeated then), after an hour's engagement. 

jKablan Gheray, brother of the Khan, the bravest of the seven sul- 
tans who were stationed at Ismailow, and the same who. had performed 
such prodigies of valour at Schursch against the Austrians, ordered an 
alarm to be b^at, assembled his troops, and hastened to the market-place, 
in the centre of the town, with about two thousand Turks and Tartars, wha 
were soon joined by a still more numerous body of the enemy, together with 
a considerable body of the cavalry. The sultan charged the Tschornomor 
Cossacs, In the most desperate manner, to the sound of Asiatic music^ 
killed several, threw them into disonier, and took two pieces of cannon* 
immediately a reinforcement arrived, consisting of Cossacs, a battalion 
of chasseurs, and two battalions of grenadiers of marines. The sultau 
was surrounded : at the same time the combat continued with fury, the 
Russians recovered and pursued their advantages, and the Turkish 
cavalry and the janissaries were destroyed with redoubled blows of 
pikes and bayonets. The sultan himself fell, and nearly four thousand 
men remained upon the spot, aftttr the massacre of an hour, when 
scarcely five hi:|udred Ottomans escaped, who surrendered themselves 
prjspnerSf 

After a bloody assiault, of which history affords no example, the victory 
of the Russians was complete, and they vvere absolute masters of Is^ 
mailoiv by four o'clock, P. M. This terrible defence, made by so many 
thousand^Turks, had the appearance of rage and fury ; and even women 
fe() i],pon the Russian soldiers with poniards and other weapons. All 
the Russian commanders ran to meet the danger with the most heroic 
valour, and the soldi^ra fought like lions. They were engaged during 
six hours?, without caring for the superiority of the enemy, whom they at- 
tacked without ceasing, and who incessantly surrounded them with new 
parties. No e.^ertiops could arrest their indefatigable activity ; no dan- 
ger disturbed their inflexible intrepidity. Here we should retail the 
numerous acts of bravery and heroism which deserve the admiration of 
mankind, if the limits, of our plan would admit of giving a more exten* 
sive accpunt of this assault. We shall confine ourselves to observing 
that, some dnys afters several of the ,1;lu^sian officers shuddered at the 
sight of the abysses they had passed hi the liight, and the steep heights 
they had scaled. Those among them who had been at the taking of 
pozal^QWA could not compare the two actions; and all agreed that the 
^king pf Xsiuailow was the n^ost illustrious monuoieDt of Russian glory. 
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Suworow informed Prinee Poteinkiii of the victcuy by this Spartan 
epistle : " The Russian colours wave on the ramparts of Ismailow-" 
The prince was, at that time, at Bender, where the caQminading wat - 
distinctly heard. 

Lieutenant-Generats Potemkin and Samoilow met Suworow before 
Bender, at the gate, where they all three dismounted, cordially em- 
braced, and congratalated each other on this important rictory. 

The ne^t day a solemn festival was celebrated on the occasion, At iht 
church of the convent of Su John ; the heavy artillery that had beea 
taken was fired from all the ramparts, and all the generals assisted, to- 
gether with the greater part of the staif and superior officers. 

In this one dreadful day the Ottomans lost, Ly the superiority of thfe 
Russian arms, though their numbers were far inferior, Ihirty-tbreb 
^ thousand men killed, or dangerously vrounded ; and about ten thbu- 
sand, as well bachas and officers as soldiers, were taken prisoners, among 
Irhoui were two hundred Tartars. Six thousand women and children, 
two thousand Christians of Moldavia and Armenia, 'and above five hun- 
• dred Je\^s, must be added to the number. 

Among the dead were six sultans, the Seraskier, and a bacha of Af* 
nauts, both with three tails ; the two governors of Ktlia and Akerman,' ' 
a bacha-commandant, an aga of janissaries, and about fifty bim-bachas, 
topschi-bachas, and others. 

Among the prisoners were the Sultan Machsul-Ghiray, the gdvernbr 
of Ismailow, who was a bacha of three tails, and several other bachas. 

On the part of the Russians, the loss, accordirtg to the official report, 
consisted of one thousand eight hundred and thirty killed ; among 
whom were four hundred Faiiagor grenadiers, and two thousand fiv^ 
hundred wounded. 

The Russians attended to the interring their own dead, which wai 
done without tl>e city, according to the custom of their church. Many - 
officers, whose bodies were not mangled, and who therefore were recog^ ■^ 
tiized, were placed in the cemetrj', and Brigadier Ribopierre receiv^ 
funeral honours, in the church of the convent of St. John, near General 
Weiffman, who had been buried there in the first war with the Turks. 

It is worthy of remark, that of so large a garrison as that of Ismailow^ 
6nly one man escaped. Being slightly wounded, and having fallen into 
the Danube, he accidentally caught hold of a plank, on which be 
reached the opposite bank. It was this man that carried the grand 
vizier the first news of the loss of the town. 

The riches captured there were of great magnitude and importance^ 
^nd the soldiers made a considerable booty : the total value of the richest 
found at Ismailow was estimated at ten millions of piastres. Suworoiw, 
who was inaccessible to- any views of private interest, abstained, accoid^ . 
in^ to his custom, from appropriating to himself the smallest article : he 
did not even take a horse* Satisfied with the glory he had gained there» 
he departed from Ismailow as thither he arrived. ^ * 

Two days after this capture, Rear-Admiral Ribai gave a gre^ dinnei^ 
on board the fleet, and fired a salute from all the guns. Lieutenant*Ge^ 
rieral Potemkin, also gave a dinner the next di^, at which the youiig 
Sultan Machsut-Ghiray, and the covemor of Ismailow were pteseut. 
They seemed pleased, and took part m the entertainment, without suffer- 
ing it to appear, whether their gaiety was the effect of 8Urpri2e> dissimu*; 
lation, or insensibility. 

As soon as the dead were carried off, and the struts cleared, all of 
which had served as fields of battle, arrangements were made for the de*'- 
parture of the tro6ps, attd the remdval of tne prishners, who were escorted? 
by a regiment of Cossacs, that was going into Russia to winter-quartertt 
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hy Beuder. Suworow gave the coaimand of this eBCort to a lieiiteiiant* 
colonel of his suite, who was instructed to take care every oue should |i>e 
treated with humane attention. 

To reducQ this numerous e$cor|:, and the embarrassment of watching 
so many prisoners, Suworow permitted the officers to choose and keep 
«nch of the prisoners of both sexes as suited them, engaging at the same 
time, in writing, to provide for their maintenance and support^ and to 
treat them with kindness. 

A week after taking Ismailow, the general setoff for Galaz, with 
his regiment of Fanagor grenadiers, and the rest of the troops of which 
his corps was composed; excepting the sick and Avounded, for whom an 
hospital had been immediately established, within the town* General 
I^^otusow remained there as commandant with his four battalions of Buch 
chasseurs, two regiments of infantry, and four regiments of Don Cossacs* 
The other corps drew off towards Bender to go into winter-quarters* 

Shortly before the assault, an Austrian officer brought a letter from 
the Emperor Leopold to Suworow, but he laid it aside without aU 
lowing himself time to read it, sp entirely was he engrossed with hb 
arrangement! fi>r the atta(5)c. This was the emperor*s answer to a 
complimentary letter from Suworow on his coronation. He also received* 
soon after his arrival Galaz, a letter from his friend, the Prince of Co- 
bourg, expressing the greatest pleasure at this great victory, and point-* 
ing out the great importance of the capture of Ismailow to the house of 
Austria: an. observation which was soon confirmed by the impression 
this news produced at Sisto, where the conferences were interrupted for 
several days, and occasioned by this event the greatest confusion. 

In the mouth of January, 17dl» Suworow went to Petersburg, where 
the empress received him with the most distinguished marks of satisfac-* 
tioD. Soon after bis arrival^ he was appointed lieutenant-colonel of the 
Pfeobraschenski guards, and the empress ordered a large medal to be 
•truck in gold aud in silver, .in copimemoration of the important vic- 
tory which the general had obtained. 
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CHAP. XII. 

His Journey to the Frontiers of Sweden, 

THOUGH the King of Sweden had, in the preceecfing year, 
signed a treaty of peace with Russia, yet the war with the T\irks i)ot 
being yet terminated, the ministers of foreign powers endeavoured to sti- 
mulate Sweden to a rupture with Kossia. Their endeavours^ however, 
did not prove successfuL 

Suworow, who was appointed to the command of the troops in Fin^ 
land, received from the hands of the empress orders to inspect the fron- 
tiers of that province, and to furnish a plan of fortification. In le^ thau 
four weeks be returned, gave in his report, and soon after set a^ agaij^ 
to superintend the works, which he ha^ himself suggested. 

The Prince of Nassau-Si'egen, chief admiral of the fleet, stationed off 
the coasls of Finland, had obtaint^ permission froii^ the empress to go 
and join the French princes on the Rhine, to se'rve against the French re<-i 
volution. At his departure, therefore, Suworow had the YM>mmaod 
both of the fleet and of the land-forces. > , 

They amounted together to twenty-five thousand men.. The fle^ 
coasisted of eight rowing frigates, six chebecs, a bomb vessel, a yacht, 
•ne hundred gun-boats, aD4 nioe . floating batteries; cariyingJR all 



M THE CAMPAIG^^S 



eight hundred and fifty guns. They were commanded by Admiral 
Traversoy, and Major-General Herrmann. 

In 1791 and 1792 a part of this IHeet wintered in the southern ports^ 
and the rest in the new port of Rotschershulm, on the frontiers o^ Swe- 
den. But, during the summer, a fleet of vessels sailing, came to cruise 
in the offing of those seas, and a part of the squadron of rowing vessels 
kept in .shore. 

The great tower of ^euschlott happening to blow up, shortly after 
the peat^e with Sweden, and Suworow being appointed to take measures 
for repairing it, he substituted in its place a large bastion calculated foi' 
horizontal fire. - ' 

He erected on the banks of the Kymen, which washes the frontiers 
of Sweden, the small redoubts at Parla and Utti, the forts of Ostinoi and 
Likola, and the fortress of Kymen-Gorord. The latter covered, towards 
the land, the fine harbour of Rotschershalm, which is formed of several 
islands, and is not commanded on any side. These isles are well forti- 
fied ; and on a sand-bank at some distance in the sea, which isreroark- 
»ble for its stone tower, called Gloria^ there are sixty cannons, of very 
large calibre; and the harbour, in all par&, is defended by nine hun« 
dred pieces of artillery, of different sizes and construction. 1. 

When Suworow returned to Petersburg, the empress said,' on receiv- 
ing him, "You have made me a present of a new port." But her im- 
perial majesty did not confine her munificence, in acknowledging the 
zeal'of her subjects, to flattering expressions, calculated as they were to 
inflame it. 

Peace was concluded with the Turks in December, 1791, by Count 
Besboreldo at Jassy. Prince Potemkin had died in the vicinity of that 
place a few months before. = - = 

By this treaty of peace, the Porte ceded to* Russia the important town 
ofOczakow, and all its district, to the Dniester. This loss was verjt 
severely felt by the Grand Seignior; who, far from expectiug to. make 
such a sacrifice, had flattered himself with the • hope of retaking ftbe 
Crimea. 

But, as it too often happens, though peace was made, the embers of 
war were not extinguished. They were kept alive by the humiliating re- 
flections of the Divan ; while the court of France hoped ta blow them 
into a flame, by the insinuations of its minister Semonville, who pro- 
mised the Porte, for the next year, a large fleet, and a considerable body 
of troops. : . • 

It was, therefore, necessary that Russia should take some measures for 
the security of its new frontiers. Suworow wa» accordingly dispatched 
thither, at the end of the year 1792, and received the command of the 
troops in the three governments of Catherinoslow, the Crimea, and the 
province lately conquered to the mouth of the Dniester. He established 
nis head-quarters at Cherson, where he remained for two years. 

During his residence there, he received a letter from the empress, on 
account of the rejoicings made for the peace. \ 

^ount Alexander Basilowitjch. — *' The day on which the peace is ce- 
lebrated^ recalsto us your signal services and exploits. We accordingly 
present you a diploma, signed by^our own hand, which contains aii 
enumeration of the difl'ereut acts of zeul, and of valour by which you have 
constantly distinguished yourself in the course of your long and glorious 
career. In testimony of our confidence in your discernment and equit}U 
we transmit to you a mditary order of Saint George, of the second class, 
with which you fuay decorate him whom you sliall judge most wojrthy <>£ 
% from hi* bravery and his taleute, . . ^ 
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At the same time, we send you a ribboa of your order, and a riu^, as 
tokens of our Imperial good-wilL Catharine.'* v 

Petersburg^ Sept. 7, 1793. 

The ring and the ribbon, which was enriched with diamonds, were 
valued together at sixty thousand roubles. 



CHAP. XIII. 

T War in Poland in 1794. 
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FROM 1792 to 1794 no political events called forth Suworow to sig- 
nalize himself by military exploits: an interval, during which he en- 
joyed the sweet of repose, at*Cherson, on the utmost borders of the Rus- 
sian empire towards Turkey. Yet to him this repose was bdt another 
species of activity, though somewhat less fatiguing than the stormy oc- 
cupation of war. He often reviewed the troops un^er his command, and 
made them go through their various manoeuvres ; he traversed the Cri- 
mea to inspect the fortifications of that province, and to put the fron- 
tiers in a respectable state of defence ; and, in the spring, distributed 
over that country a part of the troops, which had passed the winter in 
the interior of Little Russia, and on the confines of Red Russia. 

At the same period, all the fleet, which was at his disposal, and com- 
manded by Rear-Admiral Ribas, weighed anchor, in order to cruise off 
the mouth of the Danube; Suworow went to Cherson, and.inspected 
the new fortifications, erected under the direction of Colonel de Bolant, 
in the provinces lately conquered from the Turks, opposite Bender, and 
on the banks of the Danube and the Black Sea; and had the satisfaction 
to see that great progress had been made. He stayed several weeks at 
Oczakow, and intended frequently to renew his visits to the frontiers, 
had not his presence been speedily required to a distant scene, where 
the power of nis arms was not less renowned. 

After the Polish confederation of the 3d of May, 1791) a second, as is 
'well known, took place at Grodno, under the protection of the £mpreriB 
of Russia, and the King of Prussia. In ApriU 1793, at the close of this 
congress, the Polish troops dispersed over' the Ukraine entered into the 
service of Russia, and were divided under the commands of various Rus- 
'sian commanders. These troops, the General-in-Chief Prince Dolgo^ 
ruckow, and Count Ivan Saltikow had successively Under their command 
in Red Russia. Atiirst they conducted themselves in a peaceable man- 
'ner, although thefre was little ground to rely on their docility ; but when 
'the insurrection of Poland' broke out Cracow, and Warsaw became the 
theatre of so many bloody scenes, their fatal influence speedily manifest- 
ed itself, and iat length a mutifi'yl broke out in the beginning of April 
1794. The light-horse regiments of Zitomir and Constantinow were in 
the environsof .N'6rvoi Mirgorod, and amounted to nearly 15,000 men. 
'They took up arms during the night, penetrated into the general's 
'quinrters, seized the standards and drums, and then fled to Bialacereltew. 
Only three hundred and forty men, together with all their officers re- 
mained behind. Major-General Daskow harangued them, and kept 
them to their duty : the rest pursued their way as far as the Polish fron- 
tiers, and joined the* insurgents in Lithuania. 

A few days after,' Bohltnski's brigade of cavalry, which was 15,000 
nlen stt-ohg, in the neig^b6urhood of Kaminiezki, followed their exam- 
ple. They marched ofl" with their brigadier, and all their officers, tra- 
versed Jamnol, Moldavia, the Austrian line, and Gallicia, without meet- 
iirgwith any obstacle, and effected a junction with General Kosciuzko 
■• ' ■' • " M • ■'■ ■'•■'■•■ . ..■ 



00 THE CA.MPAIGNS 



iiear CracuW. The same conduct was speedily adopted hj J3razlaw'» 
brij^dde, which was at Pikow. There tiow only remained a few men, 
with most of their oiBcers : all the rest went by Polesce into Lithua- 
nia, and there was every reason to fear, that the remainder of tlie Polish 
troops might be equally disposed to desert* 

Soltikow had indeed distributed among them various Russian corps 
which were under his orders ; but when the greater part of the Russians, 
under the command of Lieutenant-GeneraVDerfelden, marched into the 
interior of Poland, there remained no farther means of restraining these 
troops. Towards the middle of th6 following May, Suworow received 
orders to proceed, by forced marches into Red Russia, with a corps of 
fifteen thousand men, and to disarm all the PoTish troops in that pro- 
vince i Count Soltikow being ordered to do the same in .that of Isialaw, 
•to prevent their junction with the rest. Suworow *& corps consisted of 
thirteen thousand men, and be was furnished with field-pieces^ besides 
those belonging to the regiments^ 

He now took measures to disarm and disband, as speedily as possible, 
all the Polish troops; and for this purpose gave the necessary orders to 
the generals under his command. 

All the troops set forward, the same day, from different points^ Su*- 
Wt>ft)W was at the head of the column that marched from Balta towards 
TiteoWt He had under his cbmmand General Schewitsch, the General 
Islinief, and Brigadiers Ll;Waschow and Iseiow. His corps consisted of 
ten battaliotis, ten ^squadrons, and eight hundred Cossacs, with a com* 
jjauy X)f artillery, and twelve pieci;s of cannon* Major-General Lewaa* 
thow marched along the Left bank of the Dniester, distributed the eight 
hundred Cossacs along the cordon, from Jaorlik to Mohilow, to cut 
off the retreat of the deserters, and with two battalions and six squa^^ 
drons, disarmed (ix companies of Polish artillery at Thoniasipol, and at 
Krema, fifteen miles from Balta* Brigadier Stah.l with two batt&1ions» 
and ten squadrons, marched to the right from Oliopol to Szmila, Czyr* 
J^as^ Lisianka, and Bohuslaw, where he successively disarmed nearly one 
thousand men of cavalry and infantry, and one thousand fii't hundred m 
the latter place, who formed the brigade of Nestrowi 

On approaching Titeow at day-break, Suworow sent forward General 
Islinief into the city with ten squadrons, and lollowed him wit]) the rest 
of the troops. Islinief entered with his sabre in his hand, and made him- 
i|elf master of the principal guard. It consisted of one hundred meui 
who iiumediately laid down their arms ; and the rest, who were at dif«> 
ferent posts, or distiibuted in the environs, amountiug t6 one thousand 
men, surrendered within three days. The Russians treated th& briga^ 
dier and other officers with friendly attentions. 

Tliere had been detached on the pr^^eding evening, and there were 
sent, that very day^ from Titeow^ several divisions under the command 
of Schewitsch, Polemauow, and Iseiow^ to disarm the Polish troops at 
Sokolowska, Ruschin^ and Pohrobize. Colonel Count Ehnpt remained 
at Titeow with two battalions and a squadron to occupy that place and 
terminate this operation* Suworow marched the next day against Olo» 
darka, where the brigade of Podoli was disarmed in the same manner as 
at Titeow. He staid there some days, waiting the return of the detach** 
ments, by which his corps was extremely weakened. In the meanwhile 
all the reports of the officers under his command aimounced the complete 
tfuccess of the measure* Leaving Colonel Prince Schakhofskoi with 
two battalions, a few Cossacs, and all the field-artillery, at Olodar- 
ka, he marched ei^ht miles farther with one thousand cavalry, who had 
joined him, to Biala-Cereltew, where was the brigade of Dnicperow, 
which was the most turbuleot and at the greatest distance. * It consisted 
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of one thousand seven hundred men. Before he marched, he received 
advice, that they were inclined to fly. He therefore ordered the ret^i- 
ment of hussars, of Oleopol, to watch them, sojhat they were unable to 
escape; and, in the s|>Hce of two days, they were disarmed without 
resistance. When this measure was completed, Suworow distributed his 
troops in various places at Thomaspc»), on the Dniester, pt Czeczeluik,V 
Titeow, and Bohuslaw, to maintain the public tranquillity, and to keep 
the provinces, newly conquered from the Turks in subjection ; the in- 
tentions of the Porte not bein^ perfectly clear. The greater part of his 
corps posted it^^elf under jthe walls of Niemerow, whither he went himself* 
after having settled every thing at Biala-Cereltew, where he caused man}^ 
manoeuvres to be performed. 

Before he returned to Biala-Careltew, he paid a visit to Field-Marshal 
Romanzow, at bis estate of Taschan, near Kidw. Here Suworow wept 
as he embraced the grey-haired hero, under whose command he had so 
often fought, even at the time when lie was lieutenant-colonel.* He dined 
with him, and they did not separate till after a jconversation of several 
hours relative to the peculiar situation of Poland and the '^general state 
of affairs. 



CHAP. XIV. 

FROM the time of the Polish insurrection at Cracow, and of the 
bloody battle of Warsaw, when the Russians, after a considerable loss 
of men, had retired to join the Prussians at Zakrorzim, various detach- 
ments of Russians had skirnitshed and engaged with the Polish insur- 
gents at Cracow and Sandomir, with alternate success. At Zakrorzim, 
the Russians and Prussians gained a greiit battle against Kosciuzko. 
Under tlie walls of Schelm, Lieutenant-Genenil Derfelden gained an 
important victory over Saconschick, and took a great many prisoners, 
with a part of his artillery. At Wilna, th^ Poles had the advanta^e : 
many parties of them advanced into Courland, the whole country was in 
■ a state of insurrection, and the high roads unsafe. The Prussians, com^ 
nianded by the king in person, and the Russians, under Lieu tenant- 
General Baron de Fersen, were continuing the siege of Warsaw; and, 
as the troubles were spreading more and more, every thing seemed to 
indicate that the war would be prolonged for ^ears. 

Circumstances requiring more vigorous measures, and more rapid 
operations, Suworow received orders to march with as many troops as 
he cou]d collect, and to advance into the interior of Poland. In conse- 
quence of this, he iipmediately sent the necessary orders to the varrous 
cpmnaanding pfficers of detachments. He appointed Warkowiz, on 
the new frontiers, of Poland, as the rendezvous of all these corps, and 
set out from Nipmerpw on the 1 4th of August, 1794. His whole corps * 
then consisted of eight thousand men, under Generals Potemkin, Sche- 
witsch, Islinief, and Brigadiers Polemanow, Stahl, and Iseiow. Ou the 
9th day his corps arrived at Warkowiz, forty-two miles from Niemerotr, 
and in six more at Kowel, which is eigliteen miles from Warkowiz. In- 
cessant rains had made the roads extremely bad, and rendered the fords 
of the rivers difficult to pass.* Some Cossaes had, however, been sent 
forward to render the passage more practicable. At this time. they. re- 
ceived news of the siege of \Varsaw being raised, on account of the in- 
surrection of South Prussia, whither the king was sending .his troops. 
General Fersen, who had separated himself from him, endeavoured to 
gain the right bank of the Vistula. General Burhawdeii made a 
junction with hirq Ht Kowel^ at the head of his corps, as did. that of Ge«- 
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neral Markhow, which was ported four miles further, forming together 
seven battalions and twenty-two squadrons, with eight tieid-pieces. 
Thus Suworow*s corps amounted to twelve thousand men, one quarter 
of which were necessary to cover the baggage, and supply the various 
detachments. 

He now received advice that the Polish General Sirakowski was un- 
der the walls of Kobrin, and therefore immediately began his march, 
without' beat of drum or sound of trumpet, ordering the soldiers' not to 
sing, but to preserve a profound silence. 

The next morning, at day-break, the Cossacs of the van-guard met 
the first party of Poles, consisting of two hundred horse. An engag'e- 
^ment ensued, and very few of the Poles escaped. The Russians took 
"twenty-five prisoners, mcludingan officer, and the rest were cut in pieces. 

This affair took place near the small town of Divin ; from the in« 
habitants of which the Russians learned, that, at Kobrin, four miles far« 
ther, there were five hundred Polish infentry and cavalry. Some pri- 
soners, who were at the same time brought in, confirmed the fact, aud 
added, that this corps wasSirakowski*s vanguard. 

The generals were of opinion to temporize a little longer, that th«y 
might procure more certain informatioTn ; but Suworow determined to 
march directly against Kobrin, and only deferred his departure a few 
. hours, to refresh the horses. 

In the evening he went to the camp of Brigadier Isei'ow's Cossacs, 
which was half a mile withip the woods, where he had a conversation 
with him, and took a short repose on some straw before a fire. 

The Cossacs, to the number of eight hundred, set forward at ii^id- 
night. Brigadier Stahl followed them with ten squadrons of horse 
chasseurs to support them: the rest of the cavalry followed at some 
distance, and after them the infantry. 

He now. went forward with Iseiow and a party of Cossacs from the 

Don, and arrived at night at an inn kept by some Jews, within a mile of 

Kobrin. Here they dismounted, and made various inquiries relative to^ 

the news of th^ country, and the number and description of the troops 

at Kobrin* " It is said," replied the- Jews, " that Sirakowski*8 corps, 

.consisting, of 20,000, has marched from Brzescia, and are expected to* 

morrow^ A party of Cavalry and of infantry are already arrived on the 

other ^»ide of Kobrin." Thither Suworow resolved to march, and attack 

them at day^'break. He therefore immediately s^nt forward the Cossacs, 

who got sight of the fires of the Polish camp, so as to be able to appre* 

ciate their strength. The Cossacs soon, met the advanced posts, who 

challenged them ; but, after the third call, the Cossacs fell on the Poles 

with the greatest fury. The enemy had three hundred men cut in 

'pieces, and lost sixty *five prisoners. About fifty men only escaped. By 

six o'clock the engagement was over ; and at nine the infantry arrived. 

Suworow was obliged to stay at Kobrin to mak^ some indspensible 
repairs, and to wait the arrival of the bread and baggage waggonj^* 
He accordingly suffered his troops to take some rest. The next even« 
-ing an officer of. the Cossacs took a Polish cavalier, who deplared, " that 
ISirakowski had arrived within two miles of Kobrin, near JKrupezize, with 
a body of 16,000 men,, and that it was his intention to penetrate much 
farther ; that he«xpected, indeed,^ to meet with the flying troops of Ge» 
neral Burhawden and De Markow in tlie . environs,, i>ut that he still 
imagined Suworow to be near Warkowiz, and that he had only learnt his 
true march when he arrived at Krupezize." The Russians passed that 
night on the look-out under Kobrin, having behind them their baggage^ 
covered by Cossacs^ togetbftr with the regiment of Stnoleuski* 
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Sui^ofoW i^aited fdr their arrival ; but, as they did not appear, he 
inarched agaitist them before break of day, to the distance of a mile, 
where he found a very advantageous poditVon, which was calculated to 
draiv them on. The Cossacs advancifd, and here and there encountered 
the Polish horse belonging to tlie advanced posts, with whom they skir- 
mished. They brought in some prisoners, who said that Sirakowski had 
at first intendeid to attack thd Russians, but at length determined to wait 
for their attack. The >^hole corps, therefore, began to march^ passed 
the little river of Mucihavez, and atnirie o'clock was but half a mile from 
the enemy. The fire of the Russians soon silenced some Polish pieces 
of cannon, which were moiiuted in a house in iVont of the marsh; and 
the enemy hastened to withdraw their cannon by a bad bridge which' 
crossed the marsh. A part pf the Polish cavalry retreated ta the right, 
towards a very thick wood, as if to take the Russians in fiank. To pre- 
vent this, Suworow detached General Islinief with Pereiaslaw's regi- 
ment of chasseurs ; but he was unable to cross the marsh. The Polish 
cavalry returned to join this corps, and Islinief in like manner wheeled 
about. 

A cannonade then began on both sides ; and Suworow gave orflers for 
the attack. Immediately the infaiitry began to march in two columns, 
under the orders of Major-General Burhawden, and passed the marsh iu 
spite of the greatest obstacles, and under the continual tire of the enemy. 
Nbthing could stop the progress of the Russiaiis, Some made use of 
beams and planks j which they IWd' on the marsh. Others proceeded 
by their own unassisted efforts. * Of all the artillery they could only 
pass four pieces of cannon belongihg to the regiments, which the sol- 
diers catrried on their shoulders. The rest were left behmd under an 
escort. Three squadrons of hussars and the Cossacs passed at the same 
time, with the infantry on either wing. As soon as the troops had 
passed the marsh, they formed, ascended the little hill, and marched 
with loud cries against the enemy, who received them' with a heavy dis- 
charge of case shot. The Russians only fired a few musket shot, and 
fell upon the Polish lines with the bayonet. Sirakowski's corps de- 
fended themselves with obstinacy, but were thrown into disorder, and 
lost a great numbeir of men. Some of them fled to the convent of Krp- 
pezize, where they were pursued and cut to pieces. Sirakowski now 
oegan to think of his retreat : he formed a square of three close columns, 
flanked it with cavalry, and gradually retired. During these trans- 
actions, four regiments of Russian cavalry arrived from the right wing, 
under the command of General Schewitsch, Thus the cavalry of the 
two wings fell at once on the enemy's columns, which were already in full 
retreat. The enemy now suffered a new loss of a considerable number 
of n>en. It was now five o'clock, it was growing dark, and it was im- 
possible to pursue them any farther. 

It is not easy to decide which is entitled to the greatest share of out 
praise, the Extraordinary valour or uncommon vigour of the Russians* 
It was not three wfeeks since they had left Niemerow, in which short 
space of time they had performed a match of eighty German miles, or a 
hundred and sixty French leagues. 



CHAP XV. 

A LITTLE before midilight, the whole corps was in taiotion to ad» 
Vance in pursuit of the eiiemy ; but all signals and cried of war were 
prohibited., Tftey* halted four miles from the place where they had 
peen keeping watcb^ and rested four hooft. ''The wholt of the road wot 
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covered with dead horses, the Polish baggage having fled by that route ; 
but Sirakowski retreated with so much precipitation, that lie arrived by 
ten o*clock the next morning at Braiesci^t - 

From Bulkow, where the Russian corps had halted, it arrived in the 
evening at Teischin, which is three miles further, and a mile from 
Brzescia, where it encamped, in u bottom covered by dmali hills, ou the 
banks of a small river. Here the soldiers dressed their victuals in ditches, 
and with small fires, to avoid attractiiig the attention of the enemy, who 
often sent out patrol es, but these didftiot come close enough, and they 
only perceived a party of Cossacs, The obscurity of the night enabled 
• Lieutenant-Colonel Iwaschow, with an escort of about twenty Cossacs, 
to risk going on a reconnoitring party, near Bzrescia, in order more es* 
peciall^ to discover the fordable parts of the Bug, as Suivorow was de- 
termined not to pursue the direct and beaten path. 

At two in the morning the corps began to march in the greatest sif 
lence. It. was divided in two columns. All the cavalry went to the right 
with the Cossacs, and the infantry to the left with two companies of gre- 
nadiers who were escorting the field artillery. The night was very dark ; 
yet they passed two fords of the river Muchavez, which indeed was not 
very deep, but of which the second sintiosity, being very marshy, was dif^i 
6cult to pass. They were still half a mile from the Bug, and before they , 
arrived at it they heard the tocsin of all the coavents and the bells of 
Brzescia, announcing their unexpected and dangerous approach. The 
terrified inhabitants now rushed in crowds into the churches, and im<p 
plored the divine mercy on their knees. In the meanwhile the Russiap 
corps advanced with redoubled activity, and, arriving at the river, 
crossed it without impediment^ and hastened to form on the opposite^ 
bank. General Schewitsch had the command of twenty-five squadrons 
on the right flank. The General, pro temporcy Islinief commanded 
thirteen squadrons and the greater part of the Cossacs on the left fiauk ;. 
General Burhawden had the command of the infantry in the centre ; and 
in the midst of these was all the field-artillery, consisting of fouiteen 
pieces of cannon. Lieutenant*General Potemkin was at the head of the 
corps immediately under the orders of Suworow. 

The Polish General being persuaded Suworow could only arrive at 
Brzescia by the direct road, had formed a battery of two pieces of cannon 
on the bridge over the Bug, with a strong battalion to defend that pas- 
sage, an^ hence imagined himself perfectly secure in his position. But 
as soon as he perceived the Russians passing the Bug elsewhere, he 
hastily struck up his camp, and taking a new possiton, put himself in 
battle array, and appeared determined to wait with intrepidity for the 
attack. 

Suworow ordered General Schewitsbh to attack the left wing of th^ 
enemy with the cavalry of the right wing; and immediately the who^e 
line began to advance. The Poles did not wait for their arrival, but 
suddenly formed into three close columns, with their hes^vy ftrtiU^ry bpt(i 
in the van and in the rear. Each of these columivs h^d nes^rly thirty 
men in front and an hundred in dejith. They were &ustauied by divv- 
sions of cavalry, and began to retreat to the right iu perfect order. 

Islinief received orders to advance in full gallop, with the squadrons 
of his left flank and the Cossacs, against the columns, which he speedily 
reached. The ground was sandy, very uneven and intersected witn 
ditches. Islinief charged the flrst column near a wood, where thc^ had 
a ravine of considerable depth before them ; at the extremity of which 
•was a broken dyke. Tl)^ hussar^ attacked the column on its flank, and 
the cairabineers in front. The latter were received, ou coming out of th.e 
xavipe^ with a discharge of c«se shot £rpm four gunsj aod kft many qf 



OP SUWOROW. g* 



Wtaa4aliManiHiMM«*<B 



tiieir men and horses on the field. They returned, however, three time* 
to the charge under the orders of Colonel Tekutief. Afc length they 
succeeded in breaking the Column^ great part of inrhich was cut to pieces. 

The cavalry of the right wing pursued the enenly and turned to their 
^ right. In the meanwhile, the line of the infantry was constantly advance 
i)ig, and four battalions of chasseurs followed the cavalry of the left 
wing, on the skirts of the wood, under the orders of General Bur^ 
hawden. The two columns which had not been attacked^ had made a 
manceuvre behind the former, and had moved behind the village of Ko^ 
roschin, half a mile from their iast positiott* They there occupied a 
very advantageous eminence, where trie first column, which had been 
beaten, endeavoured to join them. The Polish General ranged hi» 
columns in battle array, and seemed determined to stand firm, and wait 
the event of the battle. His new position was uncommonly excellent* 
His front was covered by the village, and his right wing by a thick wood, 
where he speedily raised a masked battery of eight heavy pieces of can- 
non, which he supported by two battalions of chasseurs. 

Being much too weak to attack the enemy in this position, Islinief was 
obliged to wait for a reinforcement. But as soon as the Polish General 
perceived the battalions of chasseurs corae galloping towards him, he re- 
treated. Two columns went to the right towards the wood with inteu* 
ttou to traverse it, and the third took the left towards the same wood in 
order to cover the masked battery, which General Islinief threatened 
to carry. The Russians were received with a discharge of case shot and 
musketry, and experienced a rigorous resistance from tlie column, which 
defended itself in a desperate manner ; for, of three thousand men, of 
whom it consisted, and a party of cavalry that supported it, there were 
vety few that asked for quarter; almost the whole of them beijig cut t« 
pieces in the ranksk 

In the meanwhile the other column was en^ged with a few squadrons, 
and as soon as the attack became general they experienced the same 
fate as the former. More of them, however, escaped, because this co- 
lumn had time to disperse, while the others wer^ defending themselves. 
But although they made the greatest possible efforts to save their artil- 
lery, as they had done at Cru[iezize, they lost six fieldrpieces. 

At the same time, the cavalry of the left wing approached the masked 
batteries in the woods, which they carried 4iDder a dreadful fire of case- 
shot and musketry. They then advanced, without losing a moment, 
against the column that threatened to attack them, aiid which was al- 
ready annoying them with cannon* A very obstinate engagement now 
took place, but the Russians broke through them, the cavalry fighting 
with the utmost furv. Almost the whole column was defeated, and the 
greater part of the cavalry who should have supported it,, saved theov* 
selves by fli^htb 

The four battalions received orders to cut off the retreat of the small 
remains of this column, to prevent their gaining the wood with their 
four pieces of cannon ; and as soon as this order was exiecuted and th^ 
cannon taken, the battalions pursued the rest of the fugitives, who were 
also endeavouring to gain the wood* In this situation the enemy had 
no resource but to fiy to the village of Dobrin in the road to Warsaw. 
Their cavalry soon followed their example, and endeavoured to save 
themselves beyond the bridge across the marsh by the village. But Isli- 
nief dispatched the Mariopol light horse, with all the Cossucs to prevent 
this manoeuvre, and the four battalions of chasseurs flew thither so rapid- 
ly, that they arrived there almost as soon as the cavalr}\ They then began 
to cut the dyke and the bridge, of which they scattered the fragments; 
and tlnis, with' the taceptiou of a few who [lassed before their arrival, the 
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remaiud^r^ Dot bei tig able to tngage ia this tnarsby were obliged to re* 
tire to the villa^^e.. • . 

Till this time the artillery had scarcely been employed, and every 

thing was decided by the sabre and the bayonet. A few hundreds of the 

>avaTry still endeavoured to fly acro$s the marsh, but both they and thsir 

horses were drowned, or fell under the fire of the chasseurs from the side 

of the marsh. 

This battle, which lasted six hours, happened on the „8- 19 September, 
1794, and is one of tike most extraordinary victories that wfh ever obtained : 
for of all the enemy's troops, which amounted to thirteen thousand men» 
yiz. ten thousand infantry, three thousand horse, and four hundred 
scythe-men, three hundred only escaped, with the five hundred prisoners* 
Sirakowski and Krasinski fled to Warsaw. 



CHAP. i^VI. 

THE Russians had not long been encamped at Brzescia when certain 
news was received that the cor pa of Lieutenant-General Derfelden was. 
st Slouim. Snworow sent him orders to leave that place, and to attack 
Makranowski at Grrodno, where he, then was with a corps of regulars 
amounting to two thousand ooien, and four thousand armed with scythes. 
Prince Repnin asoldest general in .chief, to whom Derfelden was subor-> 
dinate, was apprised of this disposition, and approved it. 

TviTelve miles from firzescia, and half w«y to Warsaw, was a corps of 
two thousand Poles near Selza commanded by Knoeschevitsch, who (lad 
be^tin his march with a view to form a junction with Sirakowski ; but 
hearing of the defeat of Brzescia, he returned to Selza. Kosciuzko, 
who was then at Warsaw, was informed of the fate of Sirakowski. He 
therefore set off. in haste to confer with Kncesctienvitsch, and comraan(}ed 
six thousand men to follow him, giving them orders to encamp near 
Loschiz, four miles from Selza, on the road to Warsaw. The troops qf 
Knoeschenvitsch received orders to join him, and these six thousand mea 
took a very strong position tinder the command of Sirakowski. 

The same day, Kosciuzko went to visit Makranowski at Grodno,. and 
jpave orders to all the divisions of the troops of that canton to join him. 
But the -march of Derfelden, as will hereafter appear, preven^d this 
union of the Poles from taking place. Kosciuzko stopped only four 
and twenty hours, and departed the next day for Warsaw. 

After the siege of this place had been raised, Lientenant-General Fer« 
sen had advanced three miles on the Vistula, where he .passed some day«» 
to cover the rear guard of the Prussian troops thut .were retiring.. He 
afterwards advanced two miles higher as far as Gura, to pass the Vistula 
there, but found no boats. Thus he was obliged to go to Warca, where 
he with great difficulty procured some small craft. This rendered the 
passage of the river Bielz veiy difficult, and he afterwards went to Kosi- 
niza, which is four miles farther. There he halted, took tlie .necessary 
measures for passing the river, secured boats for carrying over bread, 
end sent to buy anchors and cordage at Savistof which is twenty miles 
higher up the river. 

Agreeably to the positive orders of Kosciuzko, General Poninski o<v 
copied the right bank of the Vistula, opposite Fusen, to oppose his pasr 
sage, and frequent cannonades took place on both sides with heavy ar« 
tillery, but without doing much mischief. On the other hand, Fersen 
made various manoeuvres to deceive the enemy, and to m&ke them believe 
he intended to pass the river at Pulawa, six mi les above* the position of 
Kosiniza. But he remained there a fortnight till every thing w^i ready 
to effect his passage. 
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' Kosciuzko had formed a plan to attack the Russian troopg which Su<« 
worow commanded before Brzescia, at the head of the corps of Sira- 
kowski, posted near L^chiz, which he was to reinforce. He proposed at 
the same time that Makranowski should atttick them in the rear with a 
considerable body of troops, -consisting of all the divisions of infantry 
dispersed over Lithuania. 

Snworow^s corps was now considerably diminished, and he ^as totally 
disabled from undertaking any enterprise on account of the number of 
prisoners and cannon which he had to guard. He resolved, therefore, to 
relieve himself from this embarrassment by removing them to Warkoviz 
under the escort of two com^mnies of grenadiers, with an incomplete re- 
giment of fusileers and four pi6(;es of cannon, five squadrons of light- 
horse, and ail hundred Cossacs, under the command of Brigadier Wladis- 
chin : a detachment from Kiowie had orders to meet them to relieve the 
€scort from Warkoviz to Kiowie. 

The necessity of providing for the subsistence of the Russians by con*', 
tributions from. the countries through which they passed required nu-- 
luerbud detachments, as swarms of Poles infested that quarter. Oji the 
other hand, half the Cossacs were advanced on the road to Warsaw to 
procure information, and the rest were employed in foraging in the 
country. Hence, the effective number of Russians encamped before 
BrsEescia was reduced to five thousand men. 

Brzescia was not only the centre of all these operations, but it was also 
a rich granary, from which Warsaw was principally supplied with pro- 
visions. That capital had indeed found some resources at Lublin as long 
as the Polish troops occupied it, but now nothing could be expected ~ 
from that district, nor from the neighbourhood of South Prussia ; every 
thing having been consumed during the siege of Warsaw or carried off 
by the Prussians and Russians in their retreat. In this dif^trict the in- 
surgent army had levied great numbers of recruits. Each family was 
obli^;ed to furnish a foot soldier, and every three famihes an horseman 
equipped and mounted. Such were the advantages of which the insur- 
gents were deprived by Suworow's position neur Brzescia. This con* 
Aoled him for his being reduced almost to a state of iuaction in this imi* 
portant post, where be remained four weeks till he could concert hi« 
final measures with Crenerals Derfelden and Fersen. Notwithstanding' 
the arduous circumstances in which he was placed, General Suworow 
was determined to attack the first body that should press him too close, 
and to attack them one after another, in case they should present them« 
selves in separate bodies to take him in the rear. 

Immediately after the taking of Wilna by the Russians, the Polish' 
Colonel Grabowski retreated from that district, with two thousand men 
and eight field-pieces, into the government of Minsk, which was a de- 
pendency of Russia. . Major- General Knorring ordered about a thout- 
sand men to march against him, under the commaud of Prince Ziziano* 
The revolutionary committee of Warsaw having ordered all the Polish 
commanders, who were nearest to the Russian frontiers, to enter the teri- 
ritories of the empire, in order to make that the seat of war. Grabowski 
had already advanced fifteen miles beyond the frontiers. . He exacted 
contributions wherever he passed, had levied o thousand recruits of 
scythe-men, and endeavoured to excite the inhabitants to revolt. But 
this manoeuvre was unsuccessful. Prince Ziziano overtook him, and 
found him encamped in an angle, surrounded with a very thick wood, 
and the river Abrutsoh in his front. Ziziano found mjeans to turn htm, 
presented himself in front on the other side of the river, and immediately 
sent hii;u ajummons. The Coloael surrendered together with his troopst* 
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who were sent to Kiowie, ao^ Ziziano returned to Grodno ; from which 
place he sent a report of this event to Suworow. 

The General had ordered Brigadier Ise'iow to send forward some par- 
ties of Cossacs as soon as possible towards Warsaw. They went half war 
thither by single platoons, and ^one of these parties charged the advanced 
posts of a piquet of the enemy at Lukow, ten miles from Brzescia. The 
prisoners.aeclared that the corps of Sirakowski and Knoescheritsch, to 
which they belonged, had departed three days before from Loschii, and 
that ihey were encamped six miles from Warsaw. The Cossacs, ani* 
mated by their success, were continually venturing to advance ; and 
about an hundred of them attacked in the night a Folisli Colonel, who 
was posted with an hundred fresh recruits in a castle at Selischze. Thif 
Vas the intrepid Colonel Wasurinski, who, although the peasants had ap-r 
prised him of the approach of the Cossacs, would not desert his post^ 
The Cossacs, finding the gates of the castle shut, raised them from the 
hinges with levers, and penetrated, notwithstanding a vigorous resist** 
ance, into the court, where they fought above an h6ur^ with sword and 
sabre. At length, the Poles being almost entirely defeated, the Colonel 
with a few of his men, who remained, took to flight, retreating through 
a postern gate, where he mounted his horse : but the Cossacs, according 
to the custom of that nation, surrounded the castle, and perceiving their 
intentions, began to pursue them. The Colonel was on a very swift 
hohse, and it was with great difficulty he was overtaken^ He would not^ 
however, a^k for quarter,, and died, fighting bravely, under the pike of a 
Cossac. ' Not one of his little troop escaped. 

In the neigh bonrhood of Selza the Cossacs took a courier, dispatched 
by JMakranowski to Kasciuzko. The substance of the letter he carried 
%as : — *^ That in conformity to the deliberations of Grodno, he had lUk* 
sembled all the detachments dispersed over Lithuania ; that. he had 
marched with them against Bielsk, fifteen miles from Grodno, on the 
road to Warsaw ; and that he had posted a division, commauaded by Wa« 
vroschewski, under the walls of Plerka, on the frontiers of Prussia. He 
added that some parties of Russians, which he imagined belonged to 
Derfelden*s corps, had appeared within two miles of him. He concluded 
by asking Kosciuzko, as commander-in-chief, for orders relative to the 
final operations." This letter was dated the J 8th of September, 1794. 

At the time when this letter was on its way to Brzescta, Suworow re-> 
ceived the report of General Derfelden, givmg an account of his nl^arch 
firom Slonim to Grodno, in conformity to his orders. On his arrival at 
Grodno, the vanguard of Valerian Zubow had taken a hundred new re« 
otuits prisoners. They had also fouijd a few hundred measures of flour 
and biscuits which had been distributed to the troops, as. also a number 
of uniforms. Derfelden added, that he was waiting for the arrival of 
Ziziano at-Grodno, where he proposed to leave him, and to proceed with 
bis corps to Bialacereteu. 

We left General Fersen under the walls of Komiza, from which place« 
Communication not being secure, no news from him had yet arrived* 
. At length on the <28th of September, the Austrian General Hamon* 
court informed SuworcKw^ that Baron de Fersen had sent him word by an 
officer, that he had thrown a bridge across the Vistula on the S6th of 
that month. A few days after, a Polish = officer was brought prisoner to 
Suworowj and gave him the agreeable news of the defeat of Kosciuzkoat 
Matscheviz, eight miles from Warsaw, and twenty from Breescia, witb 
all the particulars. ' ' 

The following are the details taken from the report of this meoionib^ 
action, which Imd so grtet on inflivence oo the fate iji P^and. 
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Kosciuzkoy as we have already said, had concerted with Makranowski 
to attack Suworow's corps before Brzescia at the same time in the front 
aad in the rear. He was therefore in momentary expectation of the an* 
inval of Makranowski at Bielsk, were he was to have a conference with 
liimy relative to their final measures. He had chosen a position near 
JLukow that he might be «i hand to march against Brzescia^ and at the 
«ame time attack Baron de Fersen, in case he should be able to crosa 
Ithe Vistula. Ponipski had informed him that the smaller division of the 
Russian corps intended to effect a passage at Kosniza, and the greater 
at Palawa ; and the next day he informed him that a part had already 
{passed near Kosniza; and Kosciuzko, havings no reason to believe that 
this was the whole body, marched without delay against the village of 
•Okrscha, which was about seveii miles from the post he occupied. Be- 
aides of the 6,000 men of Sirakowski and Knoeschewitsch, Kosc^uzko 
bad near 2»000 fresh recruits, which increased his corps to 10,000 men* 

When he arrived at Okrsoha he discovered his mistake, and to remedy^ 
it* immediately sentonders to Poninski to join him with the utmost haste ; 
•for he perceived, be could not avoid coming to an engagement, as Po» 
ninski had suffered himself to be deceived. 

In fact, Baron de Fersen, perceiving that the enemy had fallen into 
the snare, relative to the manceuvre of a battalion of horse chasseurs to*- 
wards Pulawa, and had marched thither ; immediately threw a bridge 
over the Vistula, at the very spot he had before occupied. He had al- 
ready sent forward two battalions of chasseurs on rafts supported by six 
^({uadrons of horse chasseurs and six regiments of Cossacs, who swam 
4>ver the river, to scour the opposite bank, and form a tete-de-pont : but 
he was three days effecting lus passage, on account of the baggage and 
furtillery. The success oithis manoeuvre corresponded with the wisdom 
of his arrangements. 

His first step was to reconnoitre the country : and Kosciuzko, who had 
in the meanwhile arrived, and whose camp was at the distance pf a mile, 
removed in the course of the day three miles further to Mat»cheviz, a 
?ery advantageous position, and where he intrenched himself. 

Baron de Fersen having satisfied himself, that Poninski had not yet 
formed a junction with Kosciuzko, resolved to attack him the next day. 
H6 therefore dispatched General Denisow at dusk with four battarionSy 
ten squadrons, and all the six negiments of Cossacs, together with eight 
pieces of cannon, by a by-i»ad, l^lf a mile long, through the woods and 
marshes, to attack the left flank of the enemy. Fersen himself began to 
viarch at midnight with the right wing divided into two columns, com- 
posed of fourteen battalions and thirty*three squadrons, together with 
4hirty-siz field pieces, under the command of Major-generals Kru^ 
chow, Donnasow, Rackmanow, and of Brigadier Bagregon, and imme^ 
^lately proceeded to Matscheviz. 

He arrived at day break in front of the enemy*s lines ; at tlie very 
jnonMnt when Denisow was i>effinning to engage, and immediately at- 
tacked the front of the lines with drums beating. His troops, animated^ 
rather than fatigued^ by a nocturnal march of great difiicoUy aloou^ 
inarshy roads, by which the centre had been much incommoded, coiy- 
Idueted themselves with theii' accustomed valour. 

Kosduzko^ thus assailed and surrounded on all sides, deflended him^ 
self with the greatest obstinacy till one o'clock, when no fuvther hop^ 
>remaiDed, and the fiite of the battle was wholly decided. Six thout<and 
Poles remained upon the field, and aixteeo thousand men were made 
prisoners, among^whont were Generals Sirakowski, Kosciuski, Knossche^ 
■vitsch, and nearly two hoBdned superior and staff oflicers. All their an- 
4illeiy alto fell jato i)KB hands of ^ RusfiansvAud ^oly fi^e^ httndpedi 
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men, who traversed the woods of Warsaw, escaped. The Hassians lost 
eifi^ht hundred men, and had fii'teen hundred wounded. 

Kosciuffko, who, commanded this bodyt and was also General in Chief 
of the Polish insurrection, had- exposed his person during the whole of 
the action ; but having at length made a desperate effort with the weak 
reiuaios of his cavalry > he was obliged to save himself by ftight. Bilt 
although his horse was extremely swift, he was overtaken by CoFuet 
Philipiuko of the Charkow light horse, a subaltern officer, and a few 
Cossacs. He had already received two wounds of a sabre, one in hii» 
neck, and the other in his head, when a Cossac called out to him to ask 
for mercy ; and being enraged at his not answering, wounded him in his 
back with his pike, which caused him to fall from his horse, in a state of 
inbensibility ; and as they did not know him, he would infallibly have 
been killed, had not tlie Cossac been restrained by one of his officers, who 
told him he was the Commander-ii>-Chief ; upon which he was removedl 
to Q neighbouring convent. In his pocket they found a small loaded 
pistol, of which it was easy to guess the object ; but being senseless, he 
-was unable to use it. He was attended with great care, and sometime 
after removed, by Suworow's orders, to the house of General Komanzoup, 
near Kiowie, he being the oldest commanding officer in the Buf^sian 
army; and afterwards to Petersburgh. 

The capture of a leader of so much importance was not the least pre- 
cious of the trophies of the victory ofMatscheviz,a6 will appear from the 
impression his loss made on the Poles. But before we describe the par- 
ticulars, it will be proper to give a short sketch of that GeneraPs life, 

Kosciuzko was a gentleman of small fortune in the environs of Brzes- 
eia. His father left him a patrimony of only a few peasants, that is to 
say, but a small landed estate. He was educated -at Warsaw in the Royal 
Academy of Cadets, and made a very rapid progress, especially in the 
art of engineering. After passing eight years at this school, he served in 
the army as an officer. He then went to America, where he obtained a 
commission under General Washington, and rose to the rank of Liente- 
nant-Colonei of light infantr}% He continued in America till the end of 
.the war, and distinguished himself on various occasions by his broverf 
and talents. 

. When the new constitution of the 3d of May 1791 was published ia 
Poland, he returned to his country. He successively visited War^w^ 
'Gallicia> and other parts. And the Poles having resolved to oppose the 
Kussian army that had penetrated into their country, he Was appointed 
' Major-General, and plac^ at the head of the advanced guard under the 
orders of Prince Joseph Poniatowski, Commander-in-Chief of the whole 
army. He was present at the battles of Silenzi, IMbienka, and Lublin« 
s^io!st the Russians, in all which he distinguished himself. Soon after 
these events^ peace was restored. On the arrival of Cakowski, he was at 
Warsaw, from thence he went by Sandomir to the foot of the mountains 
to visit the Princess Czartorinska, who assisted him with her purse. 
HerC) applying to the circunrstances of the times those principles of li-» 
berty which he had learned in America, he began seriously to employ 
his n^ind on the revolution, which he pro{)egated by his correspondence^ 
both in Poland and Lithuania; and the flame of^^ insurrection, lighted 
up by hifl means^ soon began to extend itself in every part of the 
kingdom^ 

t lii the spring) he went by Moldavia to Constantinople, where the mi* 
nistrv of the Porte received him with respect. . His object, howevei^, 
.which was ,to produce a rupture between that Court and Russia^ was su8«> 
. pected and frustrated by several foreign ministers residing there. Per- 
ceiving, therefore^ that his project ^ouid prove abortive^ hejquiited C«^ii«» 
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ttantinople and weot to France, where he contemplated the etorios ^ the. 
revoiation, during his residence at the capital, which he quitted on the 
approach of winter, to return to the Princess Czartorinska. From that 
tiine^he begai^ to take large strides towards producing a revolution, 
which brokeoutin March, at Cracow, under the direction of Madelinski ; 
and in April, at Warsaw, under the conduct of Makranowski. Hence it 
was that the last city fell a'victim to those calamities which are insepara. 
hie from violent popular commotions. Kozciusko, after having visited 
Cracow, to administer the oath of fidelity to the insurgents, came t<^ 
Warsaw, where he pUiyed a conspicuous part ; in which h« evinced a de« 
gree of bravery and skiU, that continued to the last. But even these, 
great qualities, being employed in an unequal contest, hastened both 
his own ruin, and that of his country^ 

Not' only the troops were in great eousternatton, ,at .the loss of thei#. 
commander, but discouragement and afHiction spr<:'ad themselvei 
throughout Warsaw, where the zealous partizaus of the new constitution » 
anticipated its approaching fall. The revolutionary committee, ap-> 
pointed, in his place, MajoivGeneral Wavroschewski, although Mn-. 
kranowski. and others were his seaiors in- cooimaud ; and this general, 
was immediately sent for to W4irsaw, where the oath having been ad-' 
ministered to hini in full council, he took possession of his new com-' 
mand. Wavroschewski had been a week before . the walls of Bi^lsk, 
^hen he received the news of Kosciuzko*s defeat«: X)erfelden was six: 
miles from bim, before Bialacereteu. Makranowski, uneasy at being so 
near him, and fearing an attack on the. «ide towards Brzescia, re-, 
treated to Warsaw. , . > ; 

Suworow no sooner lieard the news of the victory of Matscheviz, than 
betook measures to form a junction with Derfelden atid Fersen, aini 
immediately sent them the nt cessary orders to that effect. Derfeldea 
was to march from Bialacereteu, and taking the road to Bielsk and. 
Orodno on the Bug, ten miles from his former position, to engage the 
enemy, should he meet him ; after which he was to pass that river, and 
to' march to Prague ^or Pragua) which is a suburb of Warsaw, where 
Geueral Suworow. would make a junction with him. On the other 
hand, Fersen had received orders to go to Pragua by Selkow, parczow» 
and Minzki, where all the corps were to meet. 

The escort under the command of Wladischin, which had brought the 
artillery and prisoners to Kiowie, was now returned, and Suworow as-, 
tembled' around bim all the detachments employed in procuring provi- 
sions and forage. Thus this corps now amo6nted to near ten thousand 
men, from which however, must be deducted two thousand, who re- 
mained behind, at Bzrescia, under Brigadier Dibow,.to cover^lthe bag^; 
gage. He bad therefore about seven thousand men under arms, with 
whom he set out towards Warsaw ^t dusk, on 7-l6. October, 17d4« 






CHAP.XVIII. 

; GENERAL Derfelden, in conformity to the orders he had received^, 
inarched immediately from BialaceretiE^u to Bielsk, and then to Bransk^. 
from which place he sent a report, announcing that the enenay were ro' 
tiring towards the frontiers of Russia, and that he was harrassing then^ 
in their retreat. A few days after, he wrote, that the vanguard, comv 
inanded by Valerian Zubow had overtaken and defeated their rear guardg^ 
consisting of about five hundred men, who.wer^ almost all cut in pieces. 
•r taken prisoners. 

.In- the / meantime Suworow^s corps had . arri:ved at the small town of 
Janova, from which he sent about an hundred Co'ssacs, in two detach^ 
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inentSy to sconr the country* At first he intended to have attacked 
liiakrauowski over i^ainst BieUk^ twenty miles from Janova ; but haviag^ 
leamefl that he had left that place, he determined to cut off his road to 
Warsaw, by approaching nearer to him* He therefore advanced three 
iniles farther towards Tolkow, where he was informed a body of the ene-^ 
iJBy were posted, amounting to some thousand men« 

Some of the prisoners brought in by the Cossacs gave informatio0« 
that Makranowski was already in the neighbourhood ; that he would 
arrive the followihg night ; and was to take the road to Warsaw. Order* 
were therefore immediately dispatched to Fersen to make an attack along 
with his corps before Stanislayow, because the enemy were not strong 
there, and Suworow proposed to wait the arrival of Makranowski at Wen« 
grow. The event however did not turn out as was. expected. The ene-« 
my did not appear, and Suworow impeded by a narrow sandy road,, did 
not arrive till the 14th at Stanislayow, where Fersen had arrived the pre* 
ceding evening, without having met the enemy in his road. Thus it wa» 
ihat the junction of the troops took place*' That of Fersen consisted of 
above ten jthousand men under arms, and the whole corps under the 
command of Suworow now amounted to seventeen thousand men. 
' The two thousand Poles, who occupied Stanislavow, had retired to 
Okonief, three miles from Warsaw. Fersen, who was to the left of 
Suworow's corps, was therefore ordered to attack them, and the Gene* 
ral marched with the right wing within four miles of that place to Kobyl^ 
ka, where also was a party of Poles. As these troops were near Warsaw, 
whence they could easily draw succours, the General preferred acting with 
his own corps to sending a detachment. He also expected in the road ta 
meet Makranowski, whose route from the Bug to Warsaw naturally lay 
by Kobylka. In oixier to divide his forces equally, he took fifteen hua« 
dred horse of Fersen*s corps, namely ten squadrons of Snolenski dra*^ 
goons and six squadrons of Charkow and Achtirk light-horse. On the 
approach of night the two corps, thus divided, respectively began to 
inarch in the most perfect silence. 

Suworow's corps halted half way to attack the enemy at day break. 
Brigadier Isejow first advanced with eight hundred Cossacs, ahd ^as^ 
supported by ten- squadrons of Pereiaslaw horse chasseurs. 

These arrived in front of the enemy and formed. The latter wert 
much more numerous than was expected, being ranged on two lines, 
with their infantry in the centre, the cavalry on' bot|i wioga, and thetr 
front covered on either side by chasseurs concealed in the wood, toge«* 
ther with some pieces of cannon. They were posted in a piaia, which 
was a quarter of a mile across, surrounded with woods, and with several 
roads in their rear. 

Notwithstanding the superiority of their nnmbers, the Cossacs and 
chasseurs iell full gallop on the two wings. They wene received with • 
Uieavy discharge of case-shot and musketry, and their flanks in particular 
-were annoyea by some pieces ' of cannon, which were concealed^ In the 
woods. After an active resistapce of half a quarter of an hour, the ene- 
my's flanks were beat in ; but the infantry, who were in the centre, were 
not broken, and retreated in perfect order, and the wings wheeled round 
and formed into dose dolumns. The chasseurs, who were in ambuscade 
in the wood, then also retreated with their cannon ; bnt most of them, 
were cut to pieces by Brigadier Stahl, who commanded the Pereiaslaw- 
horse chasseurs. 

From the beginning <)f the engagement, Suworow, perceiving the ene* 
my were superior in numbers, sent orders to the cavalry, who were jfiling 
off in his rear into the wood, to accelerate their march. Upon this, the 
regiments umUediately advancing with the utmost eagerncsa, the whale 
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cmvairy arrived at tbt: very moment the first engagement had concluded^ 
and attacked the enemy, who vrere retiring towards the woods in three 
cUamns. They defended themselves bravely, the greater part of them 
being cut to pieces. Only eight hundred were made prisoners out of 
this corps, which consisted of 5000 men ; and . as none escaped, its fate 
was unknown at Warsaw for some time. 

They took all the artillery, of the Poles, consisting of nine pieces of 
cannon, and a large revolutionary flag, being the only one they had with 
them. The loss of the Russians was very inconiderable* 

While they were approaching the enemy, and a little before the action 
commenced, they perceived a numerous train of Polish waggons, under 
a weak escort, and the General detaehed against them one hun- 
dred Cossacs, and two squadrons of carabineers to support them. 
But before these arrived, the Cossacs were masters of the convoy ; for 
the fifty men who were escorting it threw down their arms and surreii* 
, jdered. In the waggons they found bread, oats, and uniforms. 

General Mayen, who commanded the corps which formed the first 
column of Makranowski's army, was lodged in a castle near a place 
where the troops were assembled : but he no sooner heard the report of 
caaooQ than he fled to Warsaw, aud the twenty or thirty Cossacs sent 
after him were unable to come up with him. 

. The infiintry had not been employed, because tliey could not come 
up in time, ou account of the narrowness of the road, and of the 
marshy ground, which had been rendered more impassable by the ca- 
valry. 

, The Cossacs, not contented with seeing tlie country scoured, di»» 
patched, some parties of them across the woods, as far as the iutr<^nch« 
flients of Prague, two miles from Kobylka, where they threw every one 
ittto the greatest alarm ; as it was apprehended the Russian troops were 
following them. 

One of these parties of Cossacs reported, that a considerable body of 
Poles were under march. Upon this, Suworow immediately sent mes^ 
eengers to hasten the march of his iniantry, which was in the rear. It 
was the corps of General Gorinski, consisting of seven thousand men, 
who belonged to Makranowski, and whose intention was to go Ho Kp« 
bylka, but as he heard the cannbn echoing through the woods, he had 
no favourable idea of the event, and retulrned directly tq Warsaw. 

When this action, which had Continued four hours, was terminated^ 
all the troops assembled under Kobylka, where the camp was pitched. 
Fersen, who, with his corps, had marched against Okenief, did not find 
the enemy there. Having rested therefore a short time, he came in haste 
with a party of cavalry, to join General Potemkin, but when he arrived 
all was over. He afterwards joined Greneral Suworow, and encamped 
*on hjs left. 

Dbrfelden arrived shortly after him, and encdmped on his right. Hit 
i^orp^ consisted of eleven battalions, fourteen squadrons, and three regi- 
menta of Cossacs, amounting together to five thousand men, and wasr 
lulrnished with twenty-four field pieces. The whole army under Su- 
W^wow now amounted to twenty<'two thousand men. 

The day after his arrival at Kobylka, he began his preparations for 
making a vigorous attack on Prague. In the meanwhile, Makranowski 
bad arrived at Prague, before Warsaw. His corps, consisting of twenty 
thousand men, of whom five thousand were cavalry, and a few thousand 
tcythe-men, together with forty-eight pieces of cannon, after having 
passed the Bug, had marched in three columns. The first and strongest, 
he commanded ia person^ had passed the river near Suchozio^ 
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under the fire of the Prussian batteries^ withput being detained upon 
their route: the second, under tjrorziuski, had tnarched directly in the 
•centre; and the third, under the command of'Mayen, marching a mile 
to the left of the direct road^ had been entirely defeated finder Kobylka^. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

WHILE the Russian troops, encamped a nd^r the walls of Kobylks^ 
vrere employed in making the principol preparations for the assault, Ge- 
'lieraY Suworow was meditating the plan of operations. 

A Polish officer came to the camp. This wlis Major Muller, whom 
the revolutionary committeie had-sent, tojwether with a physician, to take 
care of Kosciusko. But this was refused, because that General was aU 
ready at a great distance, and the roads not being safe, ^is Hsquest could 
not be granted without adding a considerable escort, which ciixrum-* 
t stances would not permit. It was also observed that the. General was al- 

ready under the care o? a skilful man, and that he Iiad all th<^ asi^stance 
fce could desire. 

The officer, who wan charged with this proposition was accompanied by 
a second physician, formerly a prisoner at Warsaw^ who had been set at 
liberty, and who was sent to attend Count Valerian Zubow, having been 
previouly attached to him. This generous offer wafr accepted with 
gratitude. ' 

General Suworow received Major Muller with the greatest politeness. 
He kept him to dinner, and having formed a favourable oprnron of him, 
or, perhaps, wishing coolly to overawe his enemy by the appearance of 
his troops, permitted him to see them at hits ease in their* camp, and or- 
d.ered a subaltern officer to acoompapy hkn. Muller was not a little sur* 
prised at the proditarious activity of the Russians, and the immense pre^ 
parations they had already made for the assault. At his return, Suwo^ 
"row told him he was concerned at seeing the Poles running into the jaws 
bf destruction, by a resistance which was equally obstinate and fruitless, 
while it wa¥» in their power to preserve their libefrty by accepting the am- 
"tiesty ; and if they persisted id defending themselves, they would all be 
put to the sword. 

The Polish General in Chief, Ze'ionschik, who succeeded Makranow- 

'•ki, had given Muller, as he passed, a letter to Suworow, relative to the 

"Sending back Kosciuzko*s effects. But his demand was made in so high 

<tnd uncivil a manner, that the General thought proper to make him feel 

' the impropriety of it by a vigorous answer in the following terms : 

*^ The mad leaders of the revolt eii!pect to braVado Russia by base 
attrocities. Zeionschik dreams that his new post excuses him from the 
rules of politeness. Count Suworow-Rymnikski return^ him his Jaco« 
Ibin scribble. Here we want no equality or frenetic liberty. No trumpet 
will be received, unless it comes in the name of sincere repentance, and 
imploring oblivion for the past. ** C. S. R.''» 

. Major Muller returned the next day to Warsaw, and carried back this 
reply. But in lieu of keeping it to himself, Zeionschik read it to the 
revolutionary committee, where it made ;i lively impression, and wHere 
several miembers of this assembly perceived, in this rigorous answer, the 
fate that threatened their ephemeral power ; a presentiment which was 
speedily realized. 

AH the necessary measures being taken, and the preparations com* 
pleted, every thing was ready for the assault of Prague. According tQ 
tb^ information the General bad received^: he knew pretty well tht 
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Strength of the garrison of tliat suburb^ and of the intrenched camp 
which defended the entrance of it. TThe^e intrenchments were stronger 
than those of Warsaw, and sufficiently extensive to serve as a field of 
battle. The garrison consisted of thirty thousand men. 

The army began to march, at five o*cIock in the morning of the 2Sd 
October, from the camp of Kobylka, in three bodies, agaimit Prague.- 
two miles from the place from which they set out. The troops marched 
with drams beating and colours flving, th^y arrived at ten o'olock in the 
morning at the appointed posts, and ranged themselves round Pragut 
beyond the reach of the cannon* 

At their approach the enemy's advanced posts remained at their stati* 
<ms, b«it the Kassians attacked them with the bayonet* This excited an 
alarm in the middle of- thetr intrenchments, 4rhich Was heard <it'B great 
distance. 

•• The troops encamped, iind the Generals, having made all the qrmn^e- 
ilients relative to the g^ood order of the camp, mounted theirhoraes in the 
liternooR'to re^nnoitre. General Suworow inspected the whole cam^ 
in the evening, and passed the night there* ' - ' ' 

' Towards midnight batteries were speedily erected in front 'of the three 
ih>f^8. On thes^ two thousand men were set to work, supported by six 
battalions, and by five in the morning the batteries were finished. Therfe 
'was one of twenty-two pieces of cannon on- the right wing, one of six** 
teen in the centre, and one of forty^-eight on the left wing. 

At break of day the Russians began to use all their artillery, and were 
answered from the intrenchment, by a very brisk fire; which however an- 
noyed them but little. Th6 agitation of the tnemy on seeing these bat- 
teries so speedily erected, and of which there was not the Sn>a11e»jk ^p^ 
pearanee the preceding evening, was very great. 

The generals, commanders of columns, and several other officers again 
mounted their horses to reconnoitre, and attentively examined the points 
where the columns were to assemble and attack. These various places 
Were pointed out by Lieiitenant-Colonel Iwaschow and'Qiiarter-'Mister 
Gluckow of the engineers. The enemy exerted themselves to the utmost 
to prevent this operation, kept up a very brisk fircf from their mortars, 
«nd sent out -some riflemen, against whom were dispatched -two battalions 
who repulsed them. 

Suworow also went to reconnoitre with ^ome persons of his suite, and 
made several additions to the plan of assault. Till tlie very moment 
when it was to begin, he passed the night at fielalenka, a shhiU village 
about a musket-shot behind the camp. 

General Suworow gave the word, and the musket, ivhich was thesig« 
nal of attack, was fired at five in the toorning. Immediately they were 
all in motion, although it was then very dark. Suworow wetrt in persofi 
and posted himself on a height, whence he might observe every thing 
that passed, about a werst from the outermost of the enemy's works* 

The two first columns, as well as the- bodies of reserve in the interval 
between them, were exposed during their i\ppr6ach to the cross fi re of se- 
teral batteries, namely, of that which the}' were attacking, of those of the 
small islands which v(rere fortified on the Vistula, of those of Marimont 
and even of Warsaw, and^ on their flanks, to a fire of case-shot and- of 
musketry. But nothing -eon Id discourage them,'and they rapidly lesped 
the ditch and the parapet, and fell upon th^ cavalry aiid infantry that 
were behind them. Brigadier Pblewanow caused these two -first columns 
to be supported by some vquadrons of horse chasseurs, who leftf^ed over 
the ditch, attacked the remainder of the enemy's cavalry, and defeated 
them with the bayonet. The infantry dix)ve the enemy ^o the 'banks of 
the VitkfAm, penetrated into ^Ite-snbtti'b itself,' pUnHi^ the» from street 
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to street/ as far as the. bridge, cut off their retreat over it, killed two 
thousand men upon the spot, and made two thousand prisoners, among 
whom were several ofiicers, and two Generafs. About one thousand 
men, who attempted to save themselves by swimming, perished id the 
Vistula. 

. The third and fourth columns were obliged to ascend a smaU eand^ 
hill) where they found great obstacles to be surmounted* Impatient ta 
•arrive^ th^ greatet p^rt threw away their hurdles and fascines, in order 
to march faster over the sand, and. only made use of their ladders, help-r 
ing each other with their hands to pass the six lines of wells the enem/ 
had duff* 

The third column took possession of two strong detached bastions, and 
penetrated, uotwitbstandipg a vigorous resistance, into the interior of the 
works. They had particular reason to fear the efibrts of the enemy's ca- 
valry, who put themselves in motion to fall upon their .flank ; but Ge- 
neral Islinief immediately ordered some battalions of grenadiers to form 
a line cuid attack them with the bayonet. This manoeuvre obliged the 
enemy to take to flight. 

The fourth column took a chevalier, and an advanced fort, surrounded 
with a stone-wall, and their batteries, which were palisadoed. These 
troops then immediately divided, and penetrated on both sides intotbi 
par^. They leaped over the hedge and the parapet, carried five moie 
batteries, ana attacked the enemy in front, and on their flanks. Thur 
the enemy had two thousand men cut in pieces, and General Hcesler was 
^aken prisoner, with twenty other officers. 

There was also towards the park, a regiment of the line, composed en* 
tirely of Jews, to the number of five hundred, well armed and equipped^ 
and on the same footing as the other Polish, regiments, from whom they 
could not be distinguished. They made an obstinate defence, but were 
mt length all destroyed to the very last man, except their Colonel Hirs* 
chko, who prudently remained $it Warsaw.. 

The fifth column overcame every difficulty with prodigious rapiditj^ 

carried the batteries, and after having penetrated into ^he suburb, went 

directly by the great street, to the bridge, and assisted the infantry of the 

.first column, to cut off the retreat of the fugitives, over the bridge ^ 

Warsaw. 

The seventh column met with many obstacles. They had been oblig- 
ed to set forward on the march much sooner than the other columps^^ 
■to file round a marsh. They passed through two villages, formed them-* 
selves into a column, arrived at the intrenchment raised between the 
pond and the small arm of the Vistula, carried the three batterijss* and 
inarched on. The enemy's cavalry which had endeavoured .to stop their 
progress, were cut off by a part of this column, and the rcjst wer^ de- 
stroyed by the bayonet, or thrown into the Vistula, where nearly a thpu- 
sand men perished, and five hundred were taken prisoners* 

As soon as the columns were in possession of the advanced posts, and 
bad penetrated beyond them, the bodies of reserve advanced towards the 
points prescribed to them, and spon after the artillery perfonned tlie 
same manoeuvre, supported by the cavalry of reserve, which took a num- 
ber of prisoners among those who were flying* 

Till this period, the columns had combafed and repulsed the enemy in 
the great interval which separated the external intrenchineuts from the 
fortifications of the suburb, aa^in a field of battle. They now. pene- 
trated into the farthest of the fortifications of Prague itself, and began io 
make a dreadful carnage in. the streets and public squares, which were 
deluged with blood. The most dreadful of these scenes was the mas- 
sacre of. some thousand men^ arrested on their flight on Uie bapks.of ^tbe 
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•Vistala. The Russians took three thousand four hundred prisoners, and 
the remainder were killed with the sword and bayonet, or drowned in the 

•river before the eyes of the inhabitants of Warsaw, who, from the o^ 

'posite bank, vainly stretched forth their hands to assist them. 

■ ' Of tbe Poles, thirteen* thousand men lay upon the field of battle, one 
third of whom were the flower of the youth of Warsaw ; above two thou* 

-aaitd were drowned in the Vistula, and the number of prisoners was little 
ihfisrior tb that of the killed ; for it anfiounted to fourteen thousand, six 
hi^ndred, and eighty. Of these, eight thousand were immediately set at 
liberty, and the others enjoyed the same favour the next day. 

Among the prisoners werS Generals Mayen, Hesler, and Krupinski, 
five colonels, twenty-five staff-officers, and four hundred and thirteen su^ 
peripr officers. Generals Jasinski, Korseck, Kwaschnefski, and Gra^ 
bowski. Were killed. Only eight hundred men saved themselves by fly» 
ing over the bridge to Warsaw. 

'■ . The Rtissian^ Tost five hundred and eighty men; eight of whom were 

*euperior and staff-officers ; and they had nine hundred wounded, twenty^ 

three of whom were superior and stafl^-officers. They bad underarms, at 

ihi» assault, twei]ty*two thousand men, viz. fifteen thousand infantry 

«nd artillery, four thousand horse, and about three thousand Cossacs. 

The Poles, who had been deceived by the batteries erected by the 

'Russians, were persuaded they would undertake a regular siege. This 
eriror consoled and encouraged them the more, as the approach of win* 
ter would 'probably suspend the siege, and leave them in repose till the 
next year. The night before the assault, they had removed thirty-six 
pieces of cannon from Warsaw to Prague, and had only kept thirty guns 
on the other bank of the Vistula. This fire did the Russians more mis- 

' chief than that of the intrenchments. 

The artillery taken from the enemy consisted of one hundred and fom* 
pieces of cannon and mortars, chiefly of large calibre. 
' As 6o6n as all was over, General Suworow gave the command of 
Prague to General Burhawden, who occupied it with six battalions, ten 
squadrons, two regiments of Cossacs, and all the field artillery, most 
part of which were pointed against the bridge, and the rest towards the 
river. A strong guard was set, and pickets stationed in the suburb and 
eut^of it, and the rest of the troops encamped round Prague, and in the 
intrenchments, forming a semi^circle, of which each extremity termi- 
nated at the river. 

Suworow took up his station under the chevalier^ without the intrench- 
meiit, near the park. 

After a repast, he took a few hours' rest, on some straw, in one of the 
•oldier's tents^ and a Kalmuk tent, called Kibika, was prepared for him 
to pass the night. 

The night was no less tranquil than the morning had been tumultu'* 
ous. Odiy a few guns were fired from Warsaw at day-break, but the 
Jiussian artillery did not deign to answer their fire. 

CHAP. XX. 

THE day aftefr the taking of Prague, some members of the Magis- 
tracy arrived there at day break with a letter from the King, and a note 
fron) the Council of Warsaw, to treat relative to a capitulation, \o which 
Suworow returned an answer by General Isliuief. 

During the interval of the answer arriving from Warsaw, the day wns 
employed in clearing the streets and squares of Prague, and in interring 
the dead. In the evening Suworow retired to his quarters at Belalinka^ 
where h^ passed the night. 
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Tiie next day at ten in the morning the same deputies returned from 
Warsaw to the head quarters with an answer to the propositions, which 
appeared some*what suspicious, and seemed as if their object was to gain 
time, rienre Suworow required the deputies to return immediately to 
^Warsaw, to obtain a more precise determinatipn. He also deliFered them 
some additional articles* 

General Fersen was t)rdered to cause the division of Major-Genenil 
Deni^w to pass the river at the little town of Korezew, four miles from . 
Prague,, and to go thither himself with the rest of his corps. 

The object of this order was to attack the troops who should fly from 
Warsaw with their arms, and at the same time, in case of any treachery 
or insurrection in that capital, to fly thither immediately, and to attack 
it on the other side towards the country* 

Parous d*Asch and de Buhler, who were members of the corps diplo* 
matic, and prisoners at Warsaw, together with many others, were set at 
liberty on their parole, and came the same day to Suworow*s camp, to 
i>£rer him their warmest accknowledgements, both for themselves, and in 
the name of the prisoners. They returned after dinner, where their pro* 
lience had a good efiect, and contributed much to inspire the inhabitants 
with contidence* 

In the night between the 26tb and 27th of October, there was a great 
tumult at Warsaw. The troops under the orders of Wavroschewski at* 
.tempted to carry away the King, and all the Russian prisoners. The 
ill-disposed among the inhabitants joined the military, and, spreading 
through various parts of. the city, committed many excesses and robbe* 
jies. To prevent the execution of this plot, of which they foresaw tlie 
jcoasequences, the Magistracy ordered the people to oppose it, and to re» 
pi'i force by force. In consequence ot this, several thousand of the inv 
habitants, who- were. obedient to the Magistracy, went to the castle and 
nei^nbouring streets, to obstruct the passat^e, and unanimously declared 
to the insurgents, that the}* would not suffer the King to be carried ofl*, 
as his presence was decisive to the fate of the city ; and that they would 
irather sacrifice their lives, than permit an act of violence, so iatal to the 
public good. 

in the afternoon, Lieutenant-Colonel Hofman came to the Generars 
quarters with some verbal commissions, and a letter from the King, rer 
guesting Suworow to postpone his entry into Warsaw for a week, that 
dtlay being absolutely necessary for the evacuation of the place. 

Hofman was sent back to the King, accompanied by Major HoiMn, 
to communicate to His Majesty, the decision of General Suworow, who, 
in lieu of consenting to the delay demanded, liegged the King to consider 
the tumult that had taken piakre the preceding night, and of which be 
was informed, as an additional motive to accelerate his entry into the city 
as much as possible ; and declared that it should take place in two days, 
aa well to guard the personal safety of the King, as to restore the piiblic 
tranquillity. 

The King of Poland listened with great attention to the report of these 
two officers, and ackncfwledged the justice of Gieneral Saworow's obser<» 
rations. In the meanwhile, Wavroschewski, being traversed in the execu? 
tion of his designs by the resistance of the people, in concert with the 
supreme council, placed the authority into the hands of the King, de-r 
daring he no longer saw any means of providing for the safety of the 
republic. The first use the Monarch made of his power, was to leave to 
Suworow the choice of the day when he would make his entry into the 
city, promising to cause the bridge to be re-established as speedily as poa* 
eible. Hofman carrip4 (hit vinrer to the camp at foar o*cloc|( i|i th^ 
aftempoUf 
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III the meanwhile, Ignatius Potocki came to the camp before dinner^ ' 
to renv.'w the Kiiig's request, still to postpone the entry a week. He dis- 
mounted at Lieutenant-General Potemkin's, together with whom he was 
invited to diue with General Suworow. 

While they were at table, Mastowski also came from Warsaw, When 
be waft announced, the General arose to go and meet him in the anti* 
chamber, taking with him, Potocki, and the General, pro tempore^ Is* 
linief, and. }$hew^d them into his study. Mastowski delivered to Potocki 
a letter, under seal, from the King, the contents of which were com- 
municated to Suworow : namely, an unlimited power to treat on the 
conditions of peace. ^ 

The General was much concerned to observe so many delays and con* 
tradictions, and answered, in few words, *^ We are not at war with Po- 
land. Her Imperial Majesty did not send me hither «8 a minister, but 
as General in Chief, to annihilate the army of the msurgents. 1 shall 
not enter into explanations on any subject foreign to my duty." 

Mastowski immediately returned to Warsaw ; but Potocki came back 
to table, and set off after dinner. Suworow had been advised to keep 
Count Potocki, who was one of the principal leaders of the revolution^ 
as an hostage for the Russian prisoners ; but he rejected the idea, sayings 
^' why should we detain an hostage ? All the prisoners will be set at li- 
berty without it : besides it would be a crime to betray the- confidence of 
an enemy, who is come to negociate on the faith of an armistice." 

Wheu the suburb of Prague was quite cleared, Suworow removed his 
bead-quuft^rs . thither from Belalinka^ that he might be nearer to th^ 
Vistula, and the centre of his operations. The detachment, commanded 
by Deniaow, had already passed the river; the cavalry swimming, aud 
ihe infantry one half on the horses' croups, and the other in the boats 
which also carried over the artillery. The insurgents who were on the 
opposite banks, endeavoured to oppose this manc&uvre, but were repuls- 
ed, and nothing stopped the progress. of the Russians. 

T|ie next morning, at day break (28 October), the same deputies re* 
tamed from Warsaw with two letters, one from the King, and one frooi 
the Magistracy, requesting that the Russians would make their entry as 
soon as possible. They declared that their presence was indispensably 
necessary, on account of the intestine troubles, and the danger that 
threatened the person of |;he King ; that the insurgents had gone out of 
the city, underarms, and had stopped in tL;^ neighbourhood, where they 
excited great uneasiness. 

Suworow demanded of the deputies if the Russian prisoners were re- 
stored to liberty, conformable to the articles. They answered, that 
every, disposition for that. purpose was taken ; and requested the General 
to Appoint a person to receive them. Prince Labanow.Rastowski was 
sent to Warsaw with that commission, and the prisoners were restored to 
him on his arrival. He at the same time informed the King that the 
Kussiaus would enter on the fbllowiug morning, 

CHAP. XXI. 

THE conferences being terminated, in conformity to the capitulation, 
Coiint Suworow made his entry into the capital, attended by his generals 
and the brave troops whom he had so often led to glory. It bore the ap- 
pearance of a triumph. He was rec^eived on the other ^ide of the bridge^ 
by the n^agistrates of the city. The president presented to him, on a 
velvet cusniou, the keys of the city, and delivered a brief harauj^ue. 

The General took trie keys, pressed them to his lips, and then, holdv 
jog i\ik^ op towi^rdj} h^y^n, b^ said ; ** g^u\\ghi^ CiQ4j \ render thee 
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thanks^ that I have not b^en compelled to purchase the keys of thi^ 
place as dear as. • • •*' turning his face towards Prague, his voice failed 
him, and his cheeks were instantly bathed in tears. — He then cordially 
embraced the magistrates, and was received by the people with acclamai* 
tions and every testimonial of exultation. At the extremity of the city 
he alighted at a public hotel, where he dined. He afterwards took a 
house in that part of the town which was nearest to the camp, where hef 
fisied his headquarters. He had also ordered Lieu tenant-General Po* 
temkin, on his entrance into the city, to go and pay his respects to the 
King, at the castle, and to attend to the safety of his person. 

Major-General Burhawden was appointed Governor of Warsaw. 

A new and very afiPecfing trial was now made of Suworow*s sensibility^ 
when the magistrates presented to him the Russian prisoners, to the num* 
ber of thirteen hundred and seventy-six, whom he had restored to liberty^ 
and ^hpse lives he had preserved ; for it had actually been proposed in: 
the revolutionary committee, prior to the takiYig of Prague, by a wretch 
tamed Kolontay, the Robespierre of Poland, to massacre all the prison* 
«r8,^atid even the Poles who were suspected of being attached to the court 
of Russia. The arrival of the Russians, however, prevented this horri<^ 
ble design ; though the infernal projector contrived to escape, with an 
hundred and fifty thousand ducats which he stole from the mint and 
public treasury. 

When Lieutenant-General Potemkin paid his visit to the King, he 
was commissioned to demand an audience for Count Suworow, which 
was appointed on the following day. Accordingly, at ten o'clock in thd 
thorning,'he set out with great ceremony, and accompanied by his guards 
ifi go to the castle. On his arrival he was received with great ceremony ; 
the King embraced him, and conducted him to his cabinet, where they 
remained together upwards of an hour. This conference, however^ 
produced an armngement that the written negodation had not settled.. 
It was agreed on the representations of General Suworow, that the Polish 
troops, whom he always mentioned under the denomination of revolters^ 
^ould lay down their arms without exception, and deliver up their artiU 
lery to the Russians; 

In the course of this visit, the King requested Suworow to restore an 
officer to liberty, who had been his pag^, when the General replied, that 
he might command the liberty of five hundred, if it was his majesty's 
pleasure. The King, accordingly, dispatched his Adjutant-General 
Gordon, with Suworow*s prder for the restitution of the prisoners ; and^ 
as they were not particularly named, he took all the superior officers, to 
the number of three hundred and seventeen ; and among them General 
Mayen, who has been mentioned in ^a former page. Grordou, however^ 
to complete his number, brought along with him sevej-al inferior officers 
and soldiers. The Genieral returned in the same manner to his hotel. 

Lieutenant-General Potemkin was charged with the commission of 
bearing to the Empress, at Petersburg, the official relation of these im« 
portant transactions. 

■■■ ^ 

CHAP. xxn. 

WARSA^ was at 'length ip a state of subpiissioi) and tranqqillity, 
and entirely in the power of the conqueror. 

Besides the troops which had been left at Prague ; the corps of ll^ieu* 
tenant-General Potemkin occupied the interior of Warsaw, and ex* 
tended as far as Willanow : that of General Derfelden repaired to Mari* 
iBont. ' That of General Fersen was proceeding to complete the .opera- 
tions, and had set out to overtal^e the polish troops which ba4 i^tire4 
from Waraaw, to compd them to surrender th^iir arms, 
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'They were supposed to amount to thirty thousand tneo, with a ver/ 
Ibrmiclable artillery, and were cocnmauded by General Wavroschewski^ 
.the intimate friend of Kosciuzko. His intention was to penetrstte with 
this corps into Galli^a. 

The first division commanded by Hedroitscb, which quitted tVarsair 
^ior to the arrival of the Russians before Prague, consisted of two thou^ 
•and infantry, lour thousand men armed vvith pikes, and fifteen hundred, 
horse* They had with them iwc-nty-five pieces of cannon. 

The cor[)s of Dombrowski and of Madalinski, the same which had 
excited the troubles in Southern Prussia, amounted to eighteen th^Vk^ 
imd men, with twenty pieces oi,aitiller5'. 

. A party commanded by Prince Joseph Poniatowski, was posted st 
Sachorzyn, to the number of two thousand five hundred, with seven t^eq 
eaijiion ; and a detachment commanded by O^charowski was comppfed 
of fifteen hundred men, with ten cannon. • . > 

' On the dOth of October, Prince Joseph Poniatowski sent an officer 
to the King, to inform him that the troops were desirons of surrendering 
their arm» to Grenenll Suworow, and that they iniplpred his clera\ency^ 
The General accordingly ordered his fprmjer declaration to be rep^^t^^ 
that he should lii^rant protection and security to all who .should )si^bmit. 
He also promised thtit the commander, officers, and nobles, shpi^ld h^vo 
p^mission to retain their arms, : . , ., ,..\ 

The King returned this answer to his nephew ; but befpre he cpul4 
receive it, he had been attacked by the Prussian fbrces, which were en- 
camped near him, who had dispersed his troops, and taken spo^e hu&« 
dred prisoners, with all his artillery. , 

- The detachment of Oscharpwski, without waiting for any answer, or 
promise of pardon, laid down their arms and dispersed. The Cossaca 
brought their artillery to Warsaw. 

• On the following day, Major-General Horschowski was dispatched ttf 
Warsaw by General Hedroitsch, with a dispatch addressed to the King* 
oontaining propositions similiar to those of Prince Joseph ; this officer 
Rturned immediately with the sarpe answer, but before his arrival, He- 
droitsch had fovmed a junction with the corps of Madalinski at Dombro^- 
iki, which had been already joined by the Commander in Chief Waro- 
(shewski. But as the Russian troops had effectually prevented them 
irom fulfilling their first project of retreating into Gallicia; they= sud* 
denly changd their plan, and turned towards Novemiasto, on the roa4 
to Cracow, with the design of invading the district lately conquered bj 
the King of Prussia. But the Ruissian troops pursued them with tlu^ 
vigour and rapidity, that, at length, after various attempts and exertions 
to escape the enemy, a considerable part of the Polish army surrendered, 
and the rest, with all their arpis, hor^ and artillery, foUowefl their 
•example. 

Thus the Polish army, being dispersed, disarined, or red need to sub^ 
mission, there only remained the royal gi|ard, and three bund red. soldiers 
for the service of the police. The artillery and stores were sent to Kiowii;;, 
and the Russian troops entered into winter quarters. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

SUCH was the close of this glorious campaign : the career of Gene- 
ral Suworow, tlie wisdom of his measures, the distribution of his forces, 
"the undaunted character of his operations, and the progressive continu- 
ance of his successes, ate dazzling proofs of the superiority of his ta- 
lenti. But though it may be said^ with truth, that these grea^ qualities 
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'vtere manifeeted in all his enterprises, in this last campaig^n he set^ms ttt 
htLwe surpassed himself. In a short time after, the fate of PoUmd wnB 
decided by the late partition of a kingdom, whose name is no longer 
found among the nations of Europe; and which) in a former age dic^ 
fated laws to Russia. 

The unexampled promptitude of thi^ expedition was appreciated, a^i it 
deserved, at Petersburg. The Empress herself wrote to Suworow, to 
announce to him his well-earned advancement to the rank of Fielc!*Mar<« 
shal. But he, ever faithful to his religious principles, did not receive his 
new dignity, till he had demanded the benediction of the church. 

On the eve of this ceremony, an extraordinary messenger arrived from 
Berlin, who brought him, as a testimony of the particular esteem of his 
Prussian Majesty, the Order of the Red and Black Eagle. 

In a short time after, the Emperor sent him his portrait enriched with 
diamonds, which were estimated at iiftv thousand crowns ; and the 
jewels that adorned his Batoon of Field-Marshal, were considered as of 
equal value. The Empress also presented him with an estate of seven 
thousand peasants of both sexes, in the district of Kobrin, the scene' of 
the first battle he ^ined in this campaign. 

The Fidd-Marsnal passed a year at Warsaw. The King had left it 
itt the beginning of the year to reside at Grodno. But the departure of 
the court was succeeded by a great concourse of officers of rank and fo« 
feigners of distinction, who came to visit the illustrious warrior. 

in the beginning of autumn, the Field-Marshal reviewed the whole 
army under his command, which consisted of forty-eight battalions, a 
hundred and twelve squadrons, and fourteen regiments of Cossacs. 

Towards the end of the year, he returned to Petersburg, in conse-^ 
quence of orders he had received from thence. Her imperial Majesty re-* 
ceived him with the most distinguishing marks of regard, and ordered 
him to take up his residence in the palace of Taurida, where he was 
served by the officers of the court. During the three months of his re* 
sidence at Petersburg, the Empress appeared to have no greater plea« 
sure than in manifesting her high esteem for him ; and the whole Court 
followed the elxample of their Imperial Mistress. 

He was now appointed to the command of the amiy^ which consisted 
of eighty thousand men, in the governments of Brazlow, Wosnenskii 
Charkow, and Catharinaslaw, and he accordingly repaired to fulfil the 
important ' duties of it. He fixed his head-quartern at Tulezin, in tha 
eastle of Potoka, on the banks of the Niester. In the autumn he mad^ 
m tour of general inspection of the whole army ; and on his return, gave 
orders for its entering into winter-quarters. 

After having run with a gigantic stride this vast career of glory, thick 
sown indeed with obstructions, but. producing a continual harvest of 
laurels, from the frozen banks of the Vistula to the burning sands of the 
Black Sea, this illustrious warrior was called to the command of the 
Austro-Russian armies in Italy. . 
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